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population of 3,5^:0,000 living in Ln area or appro::i:n?.t5ly i9,C0C 
:3quare miles. Tv/o-tnirds of the people live in the northeast. Tht; 
average density is I50 per square r.ile, vfhich is higher than Latin 
,-.nerica as Jl v/hrile . The P.epuclic's racial : c-r.-.p : 3 i C i or is -3 3 1 i.na::ec' 
a-: acout ^'C per cenr, .uestizo and ."luiatf:, l2 per cent negro, and 
12 per cent Caucasian. The Dominican Republic r.aa hac a ljn:\; 
history of internal oonflict, v;ith frequent outside intervention. 
Government nas traditionally revol-ved arourj^ personalltiec rather 
than instit..ticns or ideologies, and- the ad:nlni3tratlon of public 
c.-TairSj, '.'.sually in -:r^ hands of incompeten: -xr.d corrupt officials, 
ha3 be3n charaorer .".zed by opportunism and aMthoritarian rr.e thoos. 
In this environment, control* of the ar^iy, aj in so many Latin Aaerioan 
countries, has been t.ie key to political pov;er. 



Zarly History 

After 35c years of colonial rule, the Dominican Republic 
emerged as an independent nation in 1344, In constant fear of in- 
vasion from their neighbor and former conqueror, Haiti, the Domin- 
icans made repeated overtures to ?rance and Spain for protection. 
For a brief period during the US Civil War Spain regained control of 
the country, but, partly because of US pressure^ and tne united re- 
sistance of the Dominicans, Spain >;ithdrei^? in I865. Despite the lona 
struggle for independence the Dominican Republic v;as unprepared for 
liber T;y and democracy. Its people had rscaived no training in 
politics or public administration from the Spaniards and had been 
given no effective voice in goverrjnont during tne two decades of 
Haitian rule. In its first 4C years of independence the Republic 
e.idured 40 revolutions, several succeeding in overchrowing the 
national go'-ornment. Rapidly, and often violently, strong :.;en, sup- 
ported by caudillos --provisional political fig'ores with large private 
armies — succeeded each other to the presidency. 



U3 j.n t e r V en z i on 

In 1669 the ro.ninican government i-equested US annexation. The 
Gran:: acminiCLration v/as receptive; it dispatched US naval forces 
anc crew a treaty of annexation. The treaty failed t:o v:in rati- 
fication in 3he Senate, however, and the entire projec: was abandoned 
in 18TI. . US action xas thus forestalled a generation, but the later 
decades of the nine:;eenth centur:^ were a prelude to in:;ervention. 
Y-sars of micrnanagement , opportunism, corruption, and outright looting, 
l2ft the country insolvent by the end of the ceni:ur:/. The situation 
hic degenerated into financial and political chaos, and European 
cr-ijitries, demancino payment on Icn.i-overcue loans, threatened to » 
collect by armed force. At this point the US intervened. 

In I'^v- zne rior.iinicans a^*reec zo the appointment of residv^nt I'S 
f-^ca: =,ce-:-:s. In --}C5 Theodore 5.o:sevel^ undertone the management 
o;: :^or.;ini:?a'. cu3 -come 'revenues and arranged settle.menT;^ with creciuor 
p-r.ver^. Gracuallv "he US ass".amed even greater control of Dominican 
finances, -^rinclcallv under zs.e .err.is of a 1970 treaty. The experi- 
.vant -.as a' resounding fiscal succes.:. Inte rnal strife continueo, 
hov/evc^r, and the US dispatched a small ^larine force in 1012 and aga:.n 
in 191^ to protect JS administratcri . Finally in 191t: the US as3u.T.8C 
complete responsibility for governing the Xunzry , 

The -J- ..-.ilitar-' -alac tne Dcitinican Rep-ibli: for ^ y-ars. The 
Oo::iinican congress .;a:: dissolved, 'Jl naval )ffij.3rs v;ere appointee 



r: Cibi-er j^-^s i.: ' v::-. --y.-c key ij^bor^inace 
. ...... T^^. - . ,- -r> - ' \'r. 



: 1 : : -1 o r o ' 



..ill i^ary ^jtovernncn '3 2.1 co 

Corms anc ,:un.lic work:-: Jec ns resultiiv: r.n ;..:?.rc-- 



n 1 2i'r3.itx"i il cr'lricJ.i:.:. 




Tru.llllc •Dictatorship ( 1 :30-lC^"30) 

on-cf^r^r- f'->om obG'^u-'^^ -e--^innins3 clirouc:'^ tac- ranks of viie con- 
stabui;;^; to'become corunander of the aray, ;^a^lel Truji^^ ^ 
oroved rsaciv uo usa his r.iiitary position to acvanoe .0 c. . ... .o. . 

•>=llDKir..i a" revolt against Presicent Vsecuez ^.■.i che ^rna.-o. o.^- 
".rovlsicnal sovermsent in 1920, Trujillo v.-as pl^teo pre.iccn, v; 
^ he support Sf f.ls a.^y and iirinec lately se^ -^o^^t ^-^i-^^^^i^r;;;;-^/:-- 
.oositlor, launchln.2 a reign terror, anc ru^.^le=cl.- ..lvP-e-^^^ 
ail opposition. 3y 1956 he nad es-ablishec a coinple_,e and .n^^^ 
:.ensee cic-atorshl-,^. Tr-aiillo finally resolvcc .he .,0..^^.-.. 
:'lnlncial crisis, and his facade of social ?fo^ress--op.nx..^ ne^ 
-ands, tuildin^ canals and roads, and r.oaerni^ii.i vhe -^.les ..as 
LT.pressive. hui.iar. terns, however, the ^aS'-i-^e/^eant an atropnj 
freedom, .Justice, and self-respect for tiie rocinican people. 

The Renutlio'3 relations with its neisnqors c!uriii^_ t.-.e rrujil--.- 
era fluctuated violently. Althour-i Trujillo settee ^ _^ fj-'-^-^nc ^...^ 
^^uncary dispute «ith Haiti in 1935, he ttlT:j^-^^l^;;^^^,f 

iec 




i]u^a-rLl3enciriatis^a and^l^e? a declaration of^^oninterventlon 
jefore tlie Inter -Ar.er lean Peace Coramission. ^£u. tz^^ 




the V.estern Hemisphere defense proposals. 



■T-^i^-'-^o vas :j.irelentinaly ancicommunist . During his reisn there 
no* overt cr covert cornmunist activity in the Republic. 



Dominican exile j, long a f 




;',:,.;~7,..: .^..^x^ a-,ization o-oerating out r£ Cuoa arc ,ani:^^=i.a a.^-.- 
:X;;77;.a;^^;•/;-^,,3;•:srJ and support, invadsi :he country on_ uune . 
^■■V; l--va'lo" failec, however, and resulted in a consicerac.e cemor=.l- 
LaLior. ;f tne I-^iKir, _oan lioeratior. moveme.'.t. 

mv-.g ao-.-t-^ve :.-^'asion was followed oy a parioc of "^nev-'ec re- 
p-^esslon violence in the romini.an Sepublic, but 0^==^^^=^,^^;:"' 
?;ve«al ..-uarters moui-.ted against zr.s renewec terror, .^e Eominic 
.:?/:--: •V-.^-.-.s^ t.v. dlctatcr-s -p-lloies ir. January I.'OC 

-.^ -o-.-nioan ^vemment for --iolatlons ot iiu:.-.an r-s-t^ 



;:omlnican Rt: public. 



v,-;-.3 :^is:a3sir,atec or 



'^letazorU ^an anc rv;o brothers 



o '^ominsveo "ohe country ".--rci..,^:. 
Tz v;a-3 .:nl?: -rie cor. tinv;.eo 



"''■^^-Lreritiac ?rc33lce:'ii: Joaquin £)al£-S'-^€r . ^- ^j, rMnallv .orcto 

•;hs -Trujillo ranil:/ Trorr. power in ^562 and^ie.. elections. 
r=rovlsior.al :our.o:.l J." state to prepare ..ie ..ay .o. - 



The 3osch G-overnmenC 



Dr. Juan Boscr., a f ^.f ^.■^°;^^^^^^,;l:Ioa^^^4vo!uS^ 
2'i years- e::ile So .lead tne -^ext-o- -oent;er_Lom mauguratec o.-, 

party (PHD) to easy victory in these ^^^'t ! .*'?°4?tu;e .vljor 
27 Pebruari' 1363. 3osch ^^^d a clear rna-ncate .-^-^^^^^ignce In exile 
•political, economic, and social re.orms. o.t . - -x^ ^.^^ 
had not prepared hir. to =°P^,^"^„;^!J-^iroa;-v and the people, a: - 
HIS meiTecpive sovernment P?°;»*!t.^-^:,Pthe" economic =li£archy 



forces Decaase ui ^i-j/— * -- 

permissive attitude toward communism. 

V.-hlle Bosch hir-.self was not a commuiil.. :>r l^^^H'^'^^^X^^"^' 
he took no action to control co«rrx^-ist^ac.-v.^ 
coima-onlsn was r.ot -.n urgonc communist Party 

zations in :he "oa-inioan Repuoxlc .he r..-!:^^^ Co.TKnuni=--Ca.t-.i3V 
(Dominican Popular SoolalUS Par-y-PSPr,, -nc 

Dominican -ivovement (MPD) / . - 

TT^- jc^^'^iz * -pnpp o^saVi iza cior^s 

Amor. 3i3niri.ant,,sroup--lisc^ 
I:'rec?ion/'lS ;5t;iab4^ea^.ls^-'Comn.unis." --was the lUth or Jur.e 
Polii^ical Group (ArCj)^^ 

m --m > -h^ ^P"^ o.-ne-»<-*=d' as a "racicaily 
Ai-r.^r the fall of TrujUlo, r-^^^^^^^.-f ^J^h the Coinmunist TCP 
^....t oarty but one that refusec uo coalesce //n:n t^uc 

and PSPr-*." 



Joint Ir:*-.elligence isti-r-ate 



-7] (-) niA. "Joint --;:e_j.igen 
: July throu^i 30 June 1J76. JJ. 



rcr ?lan::ir;c;; 



A .aiiitary coup led by Colons 
-GSSin V V/essin, corxiander of th3 
Center kt San Isicro.. overthrew tr. 
-■?.63 anc craated a civilian Junta 
cour.trv. Althougn _^_sntist poll.- 
scientiousl:; to l:r.prove tne xot 
-:on substantial popular support, n 
■-Dllowin£-. In thc^'iek prece^3cin> 

_J,=-:he PHD was .^^r 
for 3osch'o return. Further, sone 



1 (^ft--r 25 Aoril General) Ellas 
powerful Armed Forces Traininc 
*^ Bosch Government on 25 bepoei^we. 
■;inder !:-^nalc Reic Cabral to run tr.e 
cally, the .^eic Junta worked con- 
the Do:tinican people. _ ..e-c n^.-. 



owever,* and 3oscn x-etalnec a larse 

the coup, r_ -^^4 - - 

adually intesifyins its Pl^^^r^::^,^ 
of the vounger officers, axuho^s.-^ 



Top Ti£j;;fffrT 



uhev ::rid helped or tacitly accepted Bosch «s ouater, v/ere now engageo 
in the ccnspiricy to bring back tne deposed president:. Prominent 
n-,^rr tiiest: were Lt. Col. Hernando Ramirez and Lt . Col. :-i--nteo Aracnf. , 
zae leader of tas Navy's elite frogman unit. On 15 nprio., .--..D leacer 
?ena Gomez returned from Puerto Rico with funds to ouy support xor 
a coup from units of the Duarte, Mella, and Sanchez battalions, —the 
units that did launch the coup effort on 24 April. 



^-OP 1) 
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us Dominican Policy (19b3-19b5) 

The US had worked for the creation of a middle-of -the road 
DODularlv elected democratic government in the Dominican Republic 
allrotd with ?he welt! To this end it pressured the Dominican govern 
menf lo hold thl lUl elections and after Bosch-s election adopted 
the following objectives: 

1 Maintenance of the Bosch administration in 
power as the dxily elected govermnent for so long as 
it maintains a democratic, pro-Western orientation, 

2. Orientation of that administration toward 
democratic, pro-Westem policy objectives in both 
internal and external policies. 

3. Isolation and control of the extreme left 
and extreme right. 

Strengthaning of the moderate, democratic 
elements and forces within the Dominican Republic. 

5, Increasing the capability of the Armed Forces 
for maintaining internal security and strengthening of 
their ability to resist Communist subversion. 

6. Support of the Bosch administration in a 
sound program of meaningful economic, social and 
political reforms within the framework of the Alliance 
for Progress. 



(3A Latin American Policy Committee, Dominican P^epubl.c. 
Plan 6f Action for the Period Beginning February 27,^96., 21 
Feb 63, attached to C^) Memo, DASD (ISA) to CJCS, I-23752/e)3, 12 
Jun 63, JMF 9128.4/9105 (15 May 62). 

Tn keeoinK with this policy, the US suspended all economic and 
miinaSy Ild to the Dominican Republic when the 3°^^^ government 
was over t^'own. "The establishment a .d "^^intenance of repres^^^ 
and constitutional government is an essential element 
Tor* PT'ncrT'esa said Secretarj^ of State Rusk j-n announcino 

this'acllon'to th^ press. "Under ekisting ^^^f ^^^Hf,.;, ' o^la^^f^dlr 
no opportunity for effective collaboration by the ^^f 
1-hP Alliance for Protarress or for normalization of diplomatic re 
^a?ions"?heSs later recognized the new government when Reid 
annomc^d his intention to hold free f ^^^i^^^' ^ff3'3^^,^^^r^r 
seztinz forth election timetables, and gave public assurances oi 
respect for civil and political liberties. 
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"iie tuae of ths .revolt ■•■•■as L i,..-^AiN _ 

varitton ir. the CoiV.r.ican Repuclic r.^ght - .^;3 

OAS, if severe internal -^^^^^ 
the sovemr.ent or a group J^^^^^t-rMary Action v7ould oe the . 
military ale. The object of any mi.i_-a./ ^- a-orovec 
rSatoratlon or support of a jovernr.ent ^-=-1 ^^-^^^-^y siLnlf i- 
■jy a substantial group of OAS members, -"^.^^^Pj;^^^^;^ ihat "in all 
cant oortion of the Dominican people . , ^^^^^'^'^:„;?°onenfc of sounc 
-Planning, consideration will given to =|^^°-°-?^"Lv.e Dominican 
social, economic, military ano political structures 

Republic . " 

The OPLAN authorized ^ "'interfic^-.n lo'e?ac'uf tlon'oper- 

operatlon through 'blockades and air Intercict-.n .o -/^^ groups. The 

:f^ine^f ii^^^'f^crrsTpr^ii is^^^"^^ ---^ t.. 

landing of US troops. - • j> 



Xse<}p 3) cnicLANT oplan 373-^5, ^ '^"^^ 



A-neal for rr^ss action againsTi zhe Reic t^cv ^rr^^^enz , 
•^rotd-cast early afternoon by two stations ovmeo 

by PRD Finance Secretary Jose 3reaPena.sisnaxleo.hu 
besmnlr-s of the Doialnlcan "^svolution . Demonstra..on3 
broke cut in Santo Do.-.iingo, ar.o at about ^^OC ='^».c^ 
gatherec before the National Palace 

to the 1963 constitution. In response to a pres-jr:ab./ 
^re-sit siinal, people driving L' the city began 
founding their horns, and in an ^PP^^^^^^/^^^S'^"''^'' 
niove at 1500 a group of young army officers unde 
c'l! Fernando R^iirez (see introduction) captured tne 
govei^nir.ent'3 Rad:.o Santo Domir-go, where a prD -eaoe. ^ 
Irancisco Pena Gomez, broadcast the ^^^l^.^^"^^^™.?""*' 
gwemment and the "restoration" cf 'i^e 1963 cons o - 
?,,ZT1" Ho m^o annealed for large-scale oemonstra^-iono 
^'support of the rIvSlt. A?ter ^Is broadcast demon- 
^ratlons spread throughout the city, but government 
troops regained control of the ra^io station shortly 

b^orl Hoc and dispersed -.he d«>«="f*'*^°'^»„^„!S%he 
vicinity, although large crowds continued to roam the 

streets . 

^ -nTpreaelected agitators" kept urging the <■ 

crowds -foi^e most part people i^^<»» Santo Domingo s 
poorest sections --to return to the Pala=e and radio 
station after each dispersal oy ?oll.e The 
police were using fire hoses, tear gas, and overheao 
submachlnegun fire to keep the crowds away. 



All times are local tine-ES?. E^-ar IL^ 
to JC3, et al., 2503^52 Apr 65. JCS /J Facts 



;3, et al.. 2503^ AP- ° 
on File.noCVT 1278. (IS-fiP--lJy 



At 2035 Reid reported to the nation on radio and 
TV that the country was "calm and -under absolute 
control of the government" with the exception of vwo 
army oases, the 27th .February (Just outside tne 
Stal) aAd I6th Auffust (25 kilometers from the^^J-y^ 
Tn the r-ebellious troops at these camps Held issueo an 
^t^^tS^: si^nder before O5OO, 25 April, accept^g 
Tso^rrunental offer of amnesty, r^f 
then surrounding the oases wo'uld j^^^^^^^^"^-;^.-. 
.-aeasui-es . " Reid -orged people "-''ing near the base, oo 
leave the area and announcea a curlew on... 
Anri" He addec that elements o- ail isrvice-. 
c?udi;.i the oolice. w^re patrclUr.g the streets .0 
r.iaint^ln order and protect property. 



'J^-Qp 3) J-iss. ii-ito Dom-ngo IO36 to State, 

25022fe Apr 65, CCS i:: 29379. 



H::L-*iy Ull aooes:3rr.oncs -i" :ho .xtuarlon Id il-ctic 

oid-lii-a CoiTJiiuniat Partldo .-^ooiailsta Popular 
Domini ;ano fPSPD) (see Introcucti.m) v/as^" completely 
\inaware of the autempTied couo," butjT" Tjpembers of the 
Castroite party, the Agrupacion Politi'CiL Catorce De Jur.ic 
(^?CJ) (see introduction) v/ere i.i the streets at 130C 
seemingly aware of the revolt. 

The US Embassy also reported on the political 



:\z the tlir.e of the revolt, the US ^nioassador, 
W. Taoiey Bennett, Jr., was in w'asnington on routine 
business, and the U3 Mission v/as headed by the Embassy's 
Charge, V71111am Connett, 



situation, notins that PRD Secretary General Antonio 
Martinez had assured an Embassy officer that his party 
was not involved. He expressed concern over Commiinist 
activity, but said the coup was less a matter of politi- 
cal than internal military unrest, attributing it to the 
dissatisfied Junior officers and noncoms, (The Embassy 
added, however, that Martinez was a pro-'JS moderate, and 
probably unaware of any coup plots in his own party.; 
The Enibassy reported that Social Christian Labor Move - 
ment leader Henry Molina had also expressed surprise at 
the revolt. The Embassy concluded that the political 
situation remained unclear and admitted that the 
demonstrators' pro-Bosch sentiment seemed largely spont^' 
neous, but it suspected that leaders of the PRI^^^^ 
Balaguer's Partido Reformista and certain "extrem- 

ists" were responsible for the revolt. 



f-^-Gp 3) Msg, Santo. Comingo 1037 to State, 250303^ 
Apr 63, JCS IN 29434. LUA'Opl) _ 



25 Apr 65 President Reid's plan to surround i:he rebsl camps was 
frustrated, partly by the Dominican military- leaders 
who refused to "kill their brother officers," and 
partly by several senior offlcerifEL 

^^^/ho, although not involved in the insurrec- 
T:lon, Tecretly dispatched junior officers to assumet 
commanc of loyal units. These officers in turn 
Instructed the troops not to fight. In an attempt «o 
strengthen his ocsitlon, Reid appcini:ed General Zlias 
iasslii V Wessin Chief of Staff of the Armed Forces. 




Jl In the early morning hours, ^ 
hov/ever, rebel troops began infiltrating Santo Domingo, 
issuing pistols and machine g-j.ns to civilians. They 
also tried, but failed, to recapture Radio Santo 
Domin^gc . 



'-i2-Gp 2) Mss:, JAl'AP Attc-^iies SantoDomingo to CKD, 
ez ai;, 2514C2Z Apr 6r, JCS ^3 29733 LX-$P^1 ) 



2 



"f^"*a*£o ■"."3 ''iim.-^l:^ -'- -.i-'- ■^zmc^.z and -.•.'•ei-' 
desire^to" avoic liV^iahed. Iliese ^mcers ia^er rec- 
ognized, however, the.- their failure no support^Reid 
was leaving the way ooen to the political left to ^ 
advancti to oower. -Their proposed solution was to izrm 
a r.ill'^ar^r junta, composed of nonre'oel officers, zo 
succeed Reid and ' ther.' negotia:;e v/ith the rebels. The 
ijnbassv concluded tha^ "Reid » 3 hours are numbered, z\xz 
that the Junta solu-ion was probably impossible, since 
it would be unacceptable to the rebels, who controlled 
most of the city. 



Iblc. 



c 




(-^-Gp 1) Msg, Santo Domingo 10^3 to State, 2515151 
Apr 65, JCS IN 29817. 



Realizing that t^ne military would not fight to save 
his savernment, President Heic agreed later in tne 
morning to turn the government over to a m-lij^ry J^-a 
orov^Jec that he be psrmitted to name its members. ..*ien 
zhe rebel officers rejected this condition, however, 
Re^d agreed to a rebel -appointed .:unta in order ;;'0 Pre- 
vent Jeless bloodshed." The Junta, finally appointed 
oy th2 rebels and accepted by Held, included ^t. ^o^-. 
?emance2 Perez, Caamano Deno, Hernando Ramirez, Avarez 
Holquin, and Gutierrez Ramirez. Key military officers 
loyal to the government, including Generals .vessin, 
Rivera Cuesta, Airoj' Chief of Staff, and de xos pantos. 
Air ?or^ce Chief of Staff, also ajceptea the .y^nta on 
condition that it remain military in make up and serve 
only until a goverrxient could be elected before 
1 September 19^5 • 



r^re acrsemsr-t; la;ted oal:/ a revj ho-jrs . '.'hen the 
J-^^£ "members assembled ax; ^ha n:.tional Palace Xo:>0. 
Lev -..'ere me-, by aoou-: 70 leaders of the PRC wno 
ar.no-uT.ced that cr.ey ■..■.-re cnare zo parCic-pa.e lw_-...c 
o-esice over the Junta. This pror.ounceraen. s..au.=re- 
-he r..2v:iy acr.ievec un:.t7 o. ...e ...leer .c-.^-._ 
-:a-'o->'ty of the recel officers, :)eclarir:ci as tne^r _ _ 
ulti^are goal t.ie return of Juan Bosch to power, cec-ca- 



-.'Gloria had been President of t.lie Chamber of 
Depu-.les'during the Bosch reg'-ie a.ic ^^^f ^ 
Visions of the 1563 constitution v.as next in t'^f if 
the presidency in zhe absence of -he presidenu, vice- 
president, and president of the Senate. 

* _ ^ 

officers' and civilians Ire hereinafter oalleo Consti- 
tutionalists . ) Another small group of rebel officers 
l^l^lec that they had not fought Reld-s Sovernment 
in order to bring Bosch back to power and would prefe. 
J^aquir BaiaguerT The Service Chiefs and the rest of 
tht officers loyal to the military Junta agreement 
(thereafter caned Loyalists because of that loyalty^ 
would not agree to oivilian participation in the Junta, 
reacted the pro-Bosch officers' "Constitutional 
Slve^ent," ao named because it 

the "Constitutional" 3osch regiaie and the Constltut-o.. 
of 1963. The Service Chiefs Issued an ultimatum to 
the military leader of the constitutionalists, Lt. 
p«i vtrnando demanding that Molina not be sworn in 
as'provSlonai pr^ldenf and that t^e Constltutlonaxists 
accept the original agreement for a military J^^^a by 
1600 hours. TO reinforce the ultimatum four Dominican 
tir Porce P-51'6 began circling the Constitutionalla-- 
he^drntlonal Pilacl at 16OO and ships of the Dominican 
Navy moved closer to shore. At 163O, t.ie ultimatim 
still unanswered, the Air Force and Navy went Into 
action. The P-51'8 made two firing Pafses -t .ne 
Pa- ace and at least two firing passes at the Constl- 
. tutfonalist^s headquarters at the 27th February Camp. 
The NavT fired about four shells over the Palace, out 
no casualties were reported. 

fC" J vias still m 

oont'rSl of the Loyalist military -''orces J*^^ <— 

army commanders in the interior haa "reporter t-Heir 
Srence to the military J^r^ta agreement anc had 
l^eed to send tneii- -roops to Santo Domingo if Wessi.! - 
forces proved inadequate. 



d^dv 1) 
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Washington, .-naanwhile, t.h^ State department acted 

T.l^JZ^ -Via •^eterrorating situation. Secretary 
in resoonse to ^he "-eteriordtiiife "axtreme 




unite iid form some type of p-oviJiona. s--^v=..^..^.w 
^"olf of restoring order ana P-^ve'^t^'^.s a .mis. 
-.akeover. He als° -^eo^ the .epartmen^ 
ciact; /essels oif x:nu j^om-n-u^.. ■^'"^.i.T \^ '^.o'zr 

-■^e <L-r"oarkaT:ion oi to ^f^^-J ^-^^ — c..^ . ^1^^, 

^Vrecta- CtkclANT 3i£.-3auch -ne appropric.t 
Ships, and CEJCLMIT ceployec Ta£.< Group -.4.9 (uncer 



ation capaoility oi'' 3j°00. 



i-fl) '■■se> Szate 6'3 to Sar.oO lomingo, 25 May o^, 
JCS r-l 30100. (C) Msg, state to ~ep Dlr for CPS. J:^^ 

a5i305z Apr 65, JCS r: 29636. u^s 97oi 

to craCLANT, SSl'^Saz Apr 65. (^-Gp 4) .4sg, CINCLANT 
to JCS, 260306Z Apr 65, JCS IN 3009^*. " 



it 1600 the Embassy reported that the Loyalists _ _ 
hac decided to fight oecause "the return of Bos cnwouc 
mean aurrendering country .to Comnunists. " They bel^evec 
that the fight was 'now against i Communists] and not 
e^iuslvely^with rebel elements of ^rmy," The Embassy 
-eoorted that the US Country Team also felt strongly 
'tte? " was against U3 interests for Bosch to return and 
assume control in Santo Domingo especially in view , 
extretiist oarticlpatlon in coup and the announced Com- 

advotacy of Bosch's return as favorable to their , 
Cg tem interests . " The Country Team 
agreed that the course of action taken oy the Dominican 
If^Le Chiefs against the pro-Bosch Constitutionalists 
was the only one that 'night possibly prevent Bosch's 
return and contain the growing mob violence. While sue., 
a course might mean farther bloodshed, the Country Team 
bellied thft the risk should be taken. The Team a'so 
concluded that a show of force or ^^^er military support 
for the Lovaliats, requested several times in tne 
afternoon by and his followers, would not serve 

the best interests of the US. 



{<r-Gp 3) Msg, Santo Domingo IO5I to State, 2520222 
Apr 65 > JCS IN 29901. 



At 1800 the US Eiabassy refused a PRD delegation's 
request for aid. They wanted the US to P^^^ sure the 
Dominican Air ?orce to stop the strafing. ..^^e Emoaosy 
8xpresi:ed concern over the violence and a situation 
faVoraole to Communists" and callea for Dominicans of 
good will to act responsibly. Embassy off xCxals 
sufTKes-^ed that if the PRD leaders cculd persuade the C^n 
stlfullonalist military- to negotiate with the Service 
Chiefs "m good faith and without preconditions, tne j 
Embassy would try to .Tiediate. 



(-^-Gp 3) 3anto Domingo ^Obl to State, £601 

Aor 65. JCS IN 30023. 



* — 
't^ W L, 



Tteanwhile i.iob violence inore.iseo as the reoexl^^-n ■ 
gained Momentum in fr.e capital.^ '-^^''"^^""rVXf 
continued to roa.T. -.le streets of -.anco L-ornxngo, ano 
sooradic firing was heard in the downtown area, -.-e ...... 



niinor LS.rztes uhat i.a:i par-.icipa-ed in une oyer- 
;:hrow of Juan Bosch. Other rr.obs LoinDed ana curned 
the Drogovernment newspaper- Prenia -Libre ana tne 
aeaccuarters of the Liberal Revolutionary Party, 
header by Luis Amiana Tio one -he participanxis 
in uhe assassination of Trujlllo. The mobs a^so 
sacked and burned Reid's automobi:.e ceaiership, a 
government -owned shoe .factory , and the nomes of 
several known Trujillistas . 



anc viiS in 



:M2.r'- 



(TT^ r-: Tiir.es , 26 Apr 05, 1.^ (-C^Gp 3) ^^-Sb, 
Santo DcmIH:go 10^5 to State, 251G30Z Apr 05. 
JCS IN 29755. (C-Gp 3) Msg, Santo Domingo 1053 to 
State, 252133Z Apr 65, JCS IN 29927. 



T^e Constitutionalists tried to consolidate 
their position during the afternoon. They again 
seized control of Raclo^ Santo Dc-.ingo , and PRC . 
leaders and rebel ofTlcers broadcast the capitu- 
lation of the Loyalist military and the expecteo ^ 
restoration of the Bosch regi/ne. .'^^^^ 
for an end to the mob violence. Kt 1710 vne cuaticn 
broadcast a soeech by Juan Eosch from Puerto '.ico 
in which he clearly identified hirr.self ;vitn t..- 
rebellion and announced his i.rjninent return tc =-:ie 
Dominican Republic 



(U) Msgs, Santo Domingo 104o to State, 25165OZ 
A-^ 65 JCS IN 29757; Santo Domine^o 1049 to State, 
25i733i: Apr 65, JCS IN 29777. (u; Msg, Santo 
Domingo IO6O to Sta^e, 26OO5OZ Apr 65, JCS IN 30025 



1 



3 



(O) Visg, Santo Domingo i067 to State, 26li20Z 
ipr 65, JCS IN 30313. 




r-.olina L\ac sui'mnoned t'rie~\j6nk:*t-'3S -jLeoued vii^h Juaa 
Boacii _n i9o3 to meet at 08OO on che 26th ami had 
issued decrees permitting the ret-orn oi* all exiles, 
specifically including former President Balaguer. 



(jg'-Gp 3) Msg, oanto Domiiiso IO65 to State, 
2606COZ Apr 65, JCS IN 30131. CU'.-GP D ' 

The Loyalists also initiated action. General 
Wessin began to move his tanks anc troops toward 
the city from the Armed Forces Training Center at 
San Isidro, about 15 niiles away. He was detained, 
however, by road bloc.cs and a well-armed force on 
the Ozama River bridge, and as the day ended. 
Loyalist troops had not yet entered the city. 



d^-Gp 1); 

26 Apr 65 With the opposing forces unable to reconcile their 
differences, the violence that began as a revolt 
against the Reid government assumed the dimensions^ 
of a civil war. At the same timej^T • — , /-..jLt^^ 
• the civilian leadership abdicated its control to 
military; the Reid government had resigned in favor 
of a military Junta, and the PRD leadership was 
rapidly losing control of the Constitutionalist move- 
ment to its left-wing military' supporters. 



tC^-Gp 1) .... 



The violence grew more intense during the day^. 
To support their troops stalled "oefore the Duarte 
River Bridge, the Loyalist military forces launched, 
an air attack on Santo Domingo, the brJ.dge, and the 
27th February encampment. The Air Force later 
shifted its attack to the Constitutionalist -held 
National Palace, with F-51*s making strafing runs at j 
tree-top level. In retaliation, "he Constitutionalist's 
military forces armed thousands of civilians with sub- 
machine guns and rifles, and civilian -manufactured 
incend-ary bombs, loaded wltli gasoline freely ois- 
oensed by Che city's service stations, were distri- 
buted by the thousands. They also announced over 
:Radio Santo Domingo t.iat the z-amilies of the attacking 
oliots"were being taken as hostages to the points 
under attack and callad on the public to sack the 
pilots ■ homes . 



i^- Msg, Santo Comingo IO66 State, 26ill0r: 




27^ Apr 65, 1. 
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r,o the Ooiistitu'ional-r,u ciiu^o , ^..c ..-otaoiiohmera ox 
a provisional government under Molina, and the con- 
tinuing Constitutionalist control of Radio Santo 
Dominrc had further weakened the position ot -^e- 
Lovali^ts. He also coubted Loyalist control ol Army 
units in the regional centers. In a lengthy cable 
Connett reported : 

Probably nothing short o^ major US in- 
volvement could" prevent Bosch's return 
'at this stage. . . We celiev.5 com- 
mitment of U.S. combat forces in tiie 
present circumstances would have ex- 
tremely serious implications for our 
foreign relations and particularly 
serious repercussions in Latin America. 

. . \ve do not believe v/e could 
effectively make a case T:hat this is a 
Coram\mist-controlled movement at the 
present time., although we all know that 
Communists are deeply involved in the 
rebel movement .... Only effective 
alternative we see . . . is a strong 
diplomatic initiative designed to pre- 
vent the return of Bosch through 
creation of a military J'onta which will 
schedule elecc^ions for September, /^e 
believe there is serious t.ireat 
Coramiinist takeover in country and that 
very little time remains in which to 
act.- Under these circumstances, we 
recommend tha- we be authorizea here to 
make clear to Molina Urena and reoel 
military officers our serious concern 
about Communist influence in the present 
revolutionary movement, our desire to 
avoid continuing public disorder and 
intra-service fighting, and our strong 
conviction that the formula suggested 
above of a military j-nnta with elections 
In September is in the oe^z interests 
of the Dominican Republic. 



' L*«Gp 3) Msg, Santo Tomingo 1071 to State, 
2613502 Apr 65, JCS I^I 3037^. ^ 

1:1 the early afternoon the Embassy suggested 
another line of action: It '^f "^ging 

aoproach be made to Juan Boscn .?^^®^^^/^^^?.; Ji^^ 
siSeone who enjoyed Bosch's ^^^^i5=«^<^«> J^%^i^com 
spell out for the ex-led leader tr.e extent o. C^ 
munist "oarticipation in and uti-ization of 
Sovenent^^andlL US conviction tnat respected PRD 
leaders in the Dominican Repualio are far J^om xn 
oontro! of the, party." The U3 e^-'^^f^^y 
noi'-- out the ''clspoaition on che part of sone ex- 
menra of the military and virtually all non -Communis. 

oo^i^ioal parties to accept a ■^-1;^^'^. ^i^f to returr 
ouic promise 3osch .nd Balaguer the r.ght to return 
and ■:= hole an elect^.n on 5epter.Der^l. e^f^^^',^. . 
elec-.ion, the emissary could sa;-, ^?trrr: 
"^es- calculatsc zz jonfounr: ^x-r-eciistb, vin^^ m a ... 
r;-Ir.3 legUi^ a^ations of "-he Dominican people. 



(-^Gp 2) Msg, Sa..-ito Dorainso '--^^^ c.la,te, 
2618552: Apr 65, JGS ri 31033. 



....lie -chese suggestions v-'er^-i being weighed in 
^vash-^ton, the Exbas^y conti^ueo action 
i-^ki -Ithoui^. US .^Jrort:^ -c t--.r.s abou-- ne^ot.at-0-.=. 
Sat^liledr the Embe,s.y-'s .ir A...-ohe did succeeo i:. 
^.ersuicing -ir Force JhieT Starf de .o3 Sar.tos .0 
i'urther air at-^cks on the city for -.wo nours . 
Tie "Intassy also continued pr€.pari.-ions^icr t^e ^ 
evac^-a-ion of US natlDnals anc advised .Anerxcsns .0 
pripak ?4 oosslble -.ithdra'.al . The Sta.e ^^partmen^. 
asked the Embassy to approach ^l^^^^^^,^ 

sLto Domingo and leading ^f^^^^-' ^f^^^^f tfVi?ow 
aides" and -eauest e.n jjnmediate iease-fire to allov^ 
lor Ihe safe evacuation of US ci::izens The .eparto^ 
added that the U3 war.ted to 'cuilc on t.ie cea^e-f.re 
to obtain same kind of provioiona. sovernment. 

'T^he Embassy die secure ar. at^reement -^^^a cease- 
fire effective when evacuation Alterations befcan, th^^ 
Constitutionalists agi-eeing to a-low ^^l^c.pters .0 
larid next to the Embajador Hotel 2.nd US ships to cock 
af Ka-?^.a west of the kty. At 1530 the -imo assy recor.- 
mended to Washington m emersency evacua^^un .^an 
using Ships loading ^.z Haina and ^«.^^;^P5^^:^^^.^.g^., 
^-om ti-e polo field next to ^he jr.oajador Hotc^ c^ecu 
•trships ??53hore. Helicopters would also pick up 
evacuees from Santiago and other inland points ir 
necessary. 



f-g^Gn Msgs, Santo Domingo i080 30 State, 

^0732; and 1095^ 262552^ *PP e5, "^^ E^ 31321. V-jJl 
Ms«: State 63rto Sar.to Domln£0, 26x330^ Apr o5, JC^ 
IN 30788. M£S> Santo Domingo 1091 to otate, 262030^ 
kpr 65, JCS IN 31039. 

In response to a JCS request 'oi* 
atlon and reconunendations, C2CCL.\NT admitted at 2330 

that the Embassy's plan appeared leaslble ej^^P'^."^/ 

hSll.-orter evacuation from inland points. Because or «.ie 

longiislances, CINCL.OT sugses tec rather the use o , 

-"xec-wina aircraft from Santiago Airpori or jwrface 

evacuation tS^ough Puerto Plata -.o a ship positioned oif 
the north coast. 



(JJ) Msg, JCS 9735 to CB-JCLMT, 262213Z Apr o5. 
(i^-Gp Si ml. CINCLANT to JCS,- 27G430Z Apr 65, J^S IN 
316O3. 



The JCS directed CINCLANT to place in ^r^CO^ ^ 
status the following • orces derailed ^f^f^CIXCLANT 
oplI^^10/2' two airoome battalion comoat teams 
cogether with the required ^irli. ^, tactical -.ir^ 
necessary to support an assa-ult .anding or comba^ 



control, anc suppor. zorces. T.v:; c-.eutea 
the alerting of one Karine fighter squadron. 



Msg, JCS 9602 to Ci:iCL:\i':?, 2623^91; b5. 
(JKT) Rpt, J-3, for Dep SecDef, "0^^<a Concernins Rol-3J 
and Actions of the Department of Defense in tne 
Dominican Republic, 22 Apr-22 Jun 65, ..n.d., ?. xi-i-i 
(hereinafter cited as DOMREP Data). 



27 'Vor 65 Despite US mediation efforts, the iiiilitary Sa.t:uation 
worsened. At about C300 the Loyalists broadcast an 
ultimatum to the Constitutionalisms, demanding tnat 
they agree to the formation of a military junta that 
would promise free elections by 1 Septemoer or face 
"maximum bombardment" of the capital. 

An effort v;as made to prevent the threatened 
bombardment. Spealcin- as a private citizen. Consti- 
tutionalist Foreign Minister Maxiino ^ov^ton approacnea 
US officials with a plan. Concluoing that the soluuxon 
lay in the hands of the military, he suggestea that 
the followins proposition be made to ^^s^?":"^^^, ..-- 
officer3 on both sides: if both the Constitutionalists 
and Loyalist military agreed to negotiate, the 
Loyalists would agree to cancel the bomoardment. 
wo?ad deliver the proposition to the Constitutionalists, 
he wanted the US Embassy to contact the Loyalists, ihe 
Embassy did agree to contact the Loyalist military, Du^ 
in the words of Charge Connett, "continuous strenuous 
efforts [on] our part [to]bring tv;o sides together seem 
to have failed." At 11^5 the Loyalist Air Force 
attacked the city, and the Navy, returning its alle- 
fiance to the Loyalists, joined in shelling Santo Domingo. 
Under cover of the air and naval oombardment, Generax 
Wessin's tanks and infantry foufin- their way across the 
Duarte bridge. Within the city meanwhile, violence 
continued unabated. 




US involvement in the crisis took a new turn when ^ 
Secretary Rusk issued detailed policy i-^^^;-^? ' ^^2,. 
itaibasaador W. Taoley Bennett returneo xrom h^s ^vasnxn^oO.. 
consultations. At 1513 Secretary Rusk llsteo for 
iT^ericar officials in Santo Oomingo the 1 oil owing 
Jiiary ob -ectives" : the restoration of law and order, tne 
prevention of a oossiLle Coirjnuni3t takeover, and tne 
protection of American lives. In pursuance of -nese 
oblectlves, the Secretary ordereo the Einoassy to contact 
--e r^'^tary leaders 2f both sid-s and suggest to tnem 
the establishment of a military j'^nta to act as a^prc- 
visionai government and to hold Tree anc democratic 



iO 



^ v;2.a r.c o 

' 4. n-^o-P that "shere ce no precon.aj.ticr43 re- 

gardl^g partlclpa^cn1n.lc. The iimbassy should also 
fiek af stances fronv both sides chat^here would be 
no reiorisals. 



/sr ttmdts-Gd 3) /isg. State 6U to Santo Zomingo. 
1116 to State, 2717152 Apr 65, JC£ EI 32393. 



.iUr=bassadoi- Bennett immediately -"ff^" ^ °^ 
consultations with the Constitutionalist military 
?_-5ri. Tn earlv afternoon he met with Captain 
mrto l;na^averaf and other Constitutionalist officers 
?alKel. by phone, with Secretary Gene«^^ 

tr*r ^P^af ISd • to^rhif se^fe^e^r slaUer 

tLfthe ol wantld a "cease-fire to el^« °PP°r^lJ"i^," 
fora a government which can effectively govern, ohao 
thrconftltutlonalists were obviously not doing so, 
thit th" "extreme left is talcing full ^avantage of -ne 
suSatlln," aSrthat as force was "clearly now on the 
other side it was time to capitulate. 

The Embassy also conveyed the same message to Juan 
Bosch when a US official told Mar-inez ^o xnfonn Bos.ft 
?tot we believed strongly that ^-le moment nac come .or 
h^ ... to call on his countryment to lay down tneir 



suns • 



fa-GD 3) Msgs, Santo Domingo 1113 to^^tate, 271315:: 
Apr 65. JCS IN 32470; and 1119 to State, 27183OZ Apr 6;, 
JCS IN 32626. . 

A third exchange between Bennett and the Constltu- 
tionalistr^a^e abo-at 16OG when Molina U^ena and nls 
orlncloal supporters, apparen-ly convinced vhat they 
Sew loslnl^'^came to' the Embassy .0 say they «ere now 
readv :;o negotiate and to request Bennett to act as 
^dilto?. Bennett, in reporting ^^e ensuing conversation 
to the Department: of State, sale chat ne made clear oux 
emphatic view senseless shedding of olooo »^^t end, 
the same time reminding them it their, action 
Saturday which initiated this fra-ricide. 
?o restore Bosch was obviously unsuccessful, Eennet. 

''!!;f^and "it was high C^ne tney approaon .he ether 
slde'fS^'tt^ks/' but he Sd "declined co-orteoas.y 
SoliraU proDOsal to attend nogotiatinr se^s ons 5.- c.e 
^oind -hit. the agreement should be reached by the 
Dominicans among themselves. . Bennett^dde- ..lat ne 
■•underlined and reiteratec fnare -^as ..^^^^^tf-.^^^.^r-. . 
uunists had takan acvantage oi tr.Jxr l^*jtl.T^-.w ...o\e.,..r.>,, 
havir.g ieen toleratec and even encourageo '.n^ — • 



« » ^ — />i 



Apr 'o3f '^Cii EI 323^1 - 



ks'A^-rli? eresidsnL the Conscicucio.iailsc govern - 
mln^: He ^nd several other p^-ominant liberal demo- 
?^a^ic oolitioians of the. PRD took refuse the 

aol^i^-oiar. and Ecuadorian i^'=^=^^?,%-°j;^«^^^f ^^^'e'lpal 
T„,rai-- = i-. Tines la addition to r^ollna, cne p,.incipax 
defectors werl MaxiiLO Lovaton, Jose Pena Gomez, Lt. 
Co^! Hernando Ran^lrez, and Antonlc Martinez Franciso.. 
For some, however, Eennett^s worcs ^^^""^^ =° f ^^er- 



(U) wash Post, 10 May 65, aB.E^^-^P }]^^ -^ate 
^u; «<xo '^y, Santo Domingo 115^ to State 



281915Z Apr b5,"'TOS IN 3^502. 



Encouraged by the reported progress of Loyalist 
forcerann the Constitu-.ionalist proposals lor 
nego?L??ons, Bennett reported to ^he Department of 

f?^ ?Hat the Loyalists should oe aole mop ap . « . 
buf Lme of It S be rough." The ^epar.nent in reply, 
advised Bennett to urge on Wessln a policy of moder- 
ation in dealing with the Constitutionalist, ^ctjig 

1^ iS*. "mnn rn " Bennett called in Police Chief 
speed the mop up, , ^ , . -pi-rat dutv was 

General Despradel and told niit. ta^t ^^^^t p nav 

?o "rt;tore public order to that ^^'^J^^f Pfltre^s 

^-Gp 3) Ksg, Santo Domingo 1125 to State, 272247Z 

Apr 6|! ?CS^L 32898. A^'^^'^^ ^^^^^ ^ol'll 
Santo Domingo, 2? Apr 65, JCS LLi^ ^^-^ 

T-.e protection of US citlzer.s, the tniro US ^ 
objective in Secretary Husk's lis', was uncer way .n- 
ZZi a la-Ke-scale evacuat-on. At u027 -ne 

^Lisf clLtfied^t^e proceedare .^or Captain ^are. Com- 

-n^tt rr.nnn 44 l) all evacuation wo'old oe 
mander 'Task ^^l"^^ /T^i:^^^^^ from ".he ^.r/oajacor 

t-h-«nu5Li the port oi haina, d.) \^l<x,ioj.^j^ * 

ae?e-^:.^a S;;tii liter in the day when "developments next 
six :o eight hours can be assessec. 
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,, *. n<^;nn ^irnr-ss-'- •^fricers se*: u? evacuation 
faollitief at'thf laba5idor Hotel Evacuees assembled 
at the hotel and processing proceeded smoothly unt-x 
"out 0815, When a ijroup of ^0 ar^ec men 

ar-lvec to search for newspao^rinsn and ra-io^rK e.e 

t'i'sion commentator Rai^ael 3onllla .y^ar ;v.io V^^i^'c-ess 
, . w^t'^^v,^ whiip the ;bearcn v/as -n progress, 

abouc an hour ^^i^^^;. ,^?^^^^f,t ^l^eft^^ because the 
submacr.lne-sun fire b-oke out, ^-^^^^TZtlr. A^nr^ mv>,.iv. 
War' be«n -"lired on from an upper floor. ---^ — 
llllTllsT/Jl^^lsl officers ne did not want to nanr. 

Sn?^ S^o^!^^^ne^cfo^5e^'an^rz ^ arr% 
with a b^y of troops and assumed control of the ho.el. 



(^-Gp 3) Ksg, Santo Domingo 1123 to State, 
272042Z Apr 65, JCS El 32718. 



The Ambassador, meanwhile, had -e^f™-"!". 

no Aml?lcans in bther parts of '=e!/;Sr^he Ivlcu- 
be evacuated. The Embassy reported that the ?vacu 
atlon cease-fire had been extended, and tna. .jnerlv.a..o 

were being moved froir. the nosel -'^^^'^.f "/l^^^he 
Commodore Hivera Cami^iero fissured the bS Air -ttacne 
that the route from the hotel to "he port wouxd be 



secure. 



(jti Msgs, Santo Domlnto 1115 ^°J^l^l^' 271525Z 
Apr 65, JCS IN 32311; and 112?. 272325Z Apr 65, 
JCS IN 32851. 



At 1048. the Department of S^ate authorized 
Ambass^do? Bennett t'o Proceed with the evacuation at 
his discretion. At 1157 the JCS, the request of 
the De-oartment of State, directeo CINvLi^lT to evaou 
ate the refugees to San Juan, Puerto Rico, and to 
return thf Tlsk Group to station off Santo Domingo < 
upon con^Jletlon of the operation. 



(Jg'-Go 3) Msis, State 645 tc -ante Domingo, 
a715if Apr 65; JCS 5340 to CINCT.vnt, |7l6|p Apr o5. 
(C) Ksg, Asst. SeoState Vaughn tc JCS. 271725^ c^. 

3v -"'O. all evacuees had cleared the Embajador 
area, .u'l^is, "JSS H.^char;icin dcc.<ed at Hain^ to oe 
^-ollcwac by USS Wood County ac 15-5- By 172J, aiJ- 
IvlZlets had^!{ea-c.5oarS- --hese two ships or nac 
beer -Ql^ccpter-llf ted aboard USS Boxer ano 
ol^sVo- ?Por the number evacuated, Lee ApoenoISTT,. 



13 



27184GZ ■^D^ 65, JCS i:: 325^2; anc 272150'^ :^P?:^/j5, 
jcs 32782. (p^) r^'isg, ctg ^-.9 to comcaribslafron, 
2^1 52,0:: .or 65, JCS i:: 32694, (-^-ap 4) r-ff^ ctg 44. v 

to CDXLftNTFLT, 23l506Z Apr oC"^ 3412^- 



23 Apr 65 Military operations epntlnuec witl-. neither f^^^ . 

raining the advantage. In the morning the LoyalxStc 
S^sumed the offensive when WessirJa tanks ana iniantr>' 
^•:Dineri ca;:tle with Constitutionalists holcmg zhe 
Duar-ce Bridge, and the Air Force res-orned its ^omcini, 
and strafing of Constitutionalist -held areas cf -rie 
city. The Embassy reported indications of sor.e initio.! 
Loyalist successes, particularly the seizure cf zhe 
National Palace by forces under Brigadier General 
Antonio Imbert Barreras. Further, despite i^^^l^atlons 
of looting and indiscriminate shooting in some areas of 
the city, the Embassy reported that the better resi- 
dential quarters and vhe downi:own ousiness district 
remained generally quiet. Even at the neight of the 
Loyalist offensive, however, -.he Const itutiona^^is.s 
scored some successes. A force -onaer Lt. Col. Caamano 
captured a police staT^ion in central Santo ^omingo. 
At 1135 the Embassy, still optimistic of a Loyalist 
victory, pointed out -.hat Caamano had been surroundec 
by Loyalist forces and given the choice either to sur- 
render or suffer direct attack. 



i/T-Go 3) Msps, Santo Domingo 1157 "0 State, 
a8l904Z Apr 65. JCS E 34123; U^S. -;31529>. Agr d5. 
JCS Di 3W16; 11^5, 2bl707Z ^pr 05, JCS ^ S'iOgO, ana 
U4U to State, 281655Z Apr 65, JCS IN 3'H20. 



.embassador Bennett continued efforts ^o end the 
crisis by encouraging the formation of a stable go%ern- 
ment and urging that i:he US ^UPP-I' njaterlel for the 
Loyalist forces. In accordance with ^h«S^ate Depart 
nent Instructions of 25 April, '?«,i^?ft.ftir Force 
to foOT a nllitary jur.ta. Abcut ^-00,t']f,„-^^^^^°nat'iK 
radio announced the establishment •^f^^pJ^^^^^^^^^^r'^ 
of three officers: Air Poi-ce .Colonel. Pedro Bartolome 
lenolt. Army Colonel Znrique .^pollnar Caeado Saladln, 
and N'lvy Captain Manuel Santana Carrasco The Junta 
annou-ieed that it wculd prepare "•'■■e^''a..on for ..ee ! 
«id democratic elections and the subsequent instal- 
lation of a constitutional regime. 




Itate, 281135Z Apr 65, JCS TJ ^^052 



•Bennett also tried to oot^ln materiel support .or 
-he Loyalists. At 0635 he recommendea cna^ t.ae JS 
nonor a request oy Oenerax ce lo3 ^^ntu. .or .0 ^ax.c - 
ra-v'= "adlDS needed to coordinate t.-ie a..-ac,vj ox tae 
£§y^L-.t- fidely dispersed Tore... f|^£tate Depart - 
^^t replied tha- t:« US had not "^^ inter^«, 
exoepT tt. OTse unity ana z.-ie resz^am^ of -aw a..c 



3er.;ie3r'3 reportc iha.- cho L-.v^.-a i.l --s wei'c wiiir.Hi::: 
and z'.iL.t the outcome v/as merely :i ::iaT:i.ei' oi' time. 
The radios v:o\xl6 be sent to zr.e Boxer, hov;ever, 
v/here they v/oulc be available "i- critical zo owe 
come . " 



Msg, Santo Domingo II36 to State, 281135- 
Apr 65, JCS m 55652. "(-e) Msg, ^itate 657 to ^^anto 
Domingc; 281713Z kpv 65, JCS IN 5^^0. 



Bennett's reply was. a reversal of his early 
optimism. Shortly after noon he reported to the De- 
partment that the battle was not running so strongly 
in favcr of the Loyalists. Citing the opinions of tha 
Service attaches, Bennett claimed that delivery of th3 
radios was critical and "coulc well mean T:he difference 
in results of present confrontation' because Loyalist 
forces, though numerically superior, were wicely dis- 
persed. Equally important, said Bennett, would oe 
the adverse effect on Loyalist morale if the US re- 
fused the radio equipment. The "issue here now is a 
fight between Castro-^ype elements and those who 
oppose it. I do not wish zo be over dramatic, but if 
we deny simple communications equipment and tne oppo- 
sition to a leftist takeover here loses for lack of 
heart or otherwise, we may well be asking in the 
near future for landing of Marines to protect US 
citizsns and possible for other purposes. V/hich would 
Washington prefer?" After receipt of this message the 
US reversed its earlier decision and shipped the radio 
•sets to San Isldro where they arrived late that night. 



'p^) Msg, State 60O to Sar.to ^omingo, 232138- 
Apr 65, JCS IN 3^^56. (jS'-Gp 4) Msg, COIACARpSEAPRON 
-0 CINCLANTPLT, 2900212 ^^.pr 0= , JCS IN 3^966. 
(^Gp Msg, Santo Domingo 1146 to State, 2bl71o^ 
Apr 65^ JCS IN 34119. 



As the day wore m, the position of the Jum;a 
forces became more critical, and reports^from Santa 
Dominic became increasingly alarming, -^t 1350 
Bennett reported that the Loyalisi: forces hac not ad4 
vanced beyond the bricgehead on the wes^ banx of the 
Ozama River, and that Colonel Benoi^-. a member 2^!^^^^® 
Loyalist Junta, had raques^ed the landing of 1>200 US 
Marines "to help restore peace." 5en.ne~T: saic that 
he had not encouraged Benolt and cid noc believe the 
situa:;icn justifies such action at this ztme. With 
its orfeoonderant thou2;ii geo^raph-cally separated^^ ^ 
force, Bennett reported, the loyalist logically snouid 
be ac-'e to bring the situation under control, but the 
3-'tua':ion hot: really very logical and severe test 01 ^ 
nerve.3 r.ow In process." V: 15OO, the unbassy reportec 
chat -he Loyalists hac sti-1 ir.ade no serious effort to 
take -he police station captured by Caaniano, and zna.. 
-he telephone conoany head quart e:.'S and Royal 3an:c 01 
Canada building had f.illen to uhc^^jonsti .u^ iona^j.sts . 

151-, Bennett ditp.itchec a CHl^^C message to 
';aLhl:-.^ ton "reporting :hat "he loyalists r.ad -rrratSe 
a lorrnai request for "uniiiaicac 4ir-d 4sm^di^te Uc 
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mllltafv assistance. twenty- :ive •inures i^-te';. 
the AT.biisa.ior dUipatcT.ed a-.c->c=r r.^ITIC messaie 
reconniendlr.s the iTintiedlate lar.c.ir..:. of .'ia£-r.es. 
Tn saoaort of this ■.-t.-comnenda-lon , Senne-., ces 
Srlbe'd a rapidly deteriorating situation, with the 
Loyalist forces exhaus-ed and disorganized ana on 
the point of "quitting." with the police force in 
a stats of collapse, and with American 11/es In 
danger. Bennett suggested that Marines establish 
an aine-Ed in the area of the Embajador Hotel and 
the adjacent polo field, and aend a detacnment to 
protect the Smbassy. 

(><GD 3) Msg. San::o Domingo 1-^9 to State, 
28l85of Apr §5. JCS IN 34193. ^"^l 3) Msg, Santo 
Domingo 1151 to State, 282000 Z Apr o5, JCS IN S'^'^Ob. 
(g) Msgs, Santo Domingo to DIHNSA, 282015Z and 
282040Z Apr 65, both CRITIC FOTO. (..er-Qp 5] Msgs, 
CTC U4:9 to C0MCARIBS2AFRCN. 282122Z Apr 65, JCS IN 
34731 and 282154Z Apr 65, JCS XN S^^^ga. 

President Johnson received Bennett J 3 second CRITIC 
m«-aJe at 1615. and with the concurrence of Secretaries 
SS"fndMcNamara decided to comply with the Ambassador's 
request. The JCS then directed CINCLANT to: x) direct 
Task Group 44,9 and Carlb Ready Phlbron elements to 
close sinto Domingo ready to land and protect American 
citizens when requested by the US A«*""^«f' J) 
w^tning air elements of the Marine Expeditionary 
Uhlt assigned to the task group; 3; ^^"^.^t-'',.?"^"®* 
now In Boxer to secure the area surrounding the 
S^aJadir^Td the adjacent polo field, ^^^f 
tTthe as Ambassador; 4) conduct a show-cf -force over- 
flight of the environs of Santo Domingo by two flights 
of tact'.oal aircraft, subject to request ^7 .^^'S Ij^f 
Ambassador; and 5) direct the two 3 l-^borne battalions, 
tactical support air units, and appropriate conwan^ 
and control Support forces alerted o'^- April to be 
ready fo- instant deoarture when so ordered. At tne 
simf ti^ C?NCSTaiKE. CINCSAC, and CINCONAD were order.c 
to provide necessary forces and support to CINCtANT. 



Lg--Gu 3) Msg, JCS 9987 to CINCLANT, et al_. , 282321Z 
Apr 65; ?U) Transcript of SecState's News Conference 
26 May 55, Dept of State Bulle-m LII, 1355 (14 Jun 
65), 942, t 

At 1800 Ambassador Bennett dispatched another 
CRITif messagerreportlng that Pcilce f ief Despradel 
cculd no longer guarantee the safe-y of Americans 
enrout^-.o Shi elacuatl^^ area, that American residents 
renorted their residential areas without police 
pro?ec?ion, and that the AID office had been broken 
?n?o Moreover, the Constitutionalists were flr^ 
on the evacuation area and Coj.onei Beno^t had .eporT^ea 
his situation deteriorating rapidly. 



(^-Gp 2) Msg, Santo Domingo, CRITIC SIX, to 
DIHNSA, 2S25OOZ Apr 65. 
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headillr^ersrhaa been llnded j^^?^^'"^ 
-ho ?-ii-ais.dor His troops hac met no Hostile 
aefo- and at the Anbassador ' s .-equest, 
aiilnts were made. At 2320 the .-'f'bassador re- 
ported that the Mar:.nes had astaollshed ^J-ase 
near tl-e Embajacor anc hao evacuated by ne-lcopter 
all out 10 of the Anerloans desiring to leave. 



Santo Domingo ll60 to State, ^90300^ Apr . 
34943. 6th MEU Command Diary, 9 



Br, HQKC. 



ReDorts from Santo Domingo soon made It clear 
that the Marine landings might P^^?;'* ^Pf ^d the 
gl5 Ambassador fennett reported ^J^l^^l^lf^^^l'^^^ 

lir^TllrlLT ft l^sTssIbit' he contlnuec, that 
ihrLvalllts might soon tire or become physically 
Silapab!e of nSitS^mins their present position. 
In that event he reconmendeo : 

serious thought be given in Was.nlrgton 
to armed intervention vjhlch would go 
beyo^ the nere protection of A-Tierlcans 
and seek to establish or er £nls 
strife ridden coiin'^ry. ^^j--^ 
point to the fact that ir present efforts 
of forces loyal to the government fal^, 
oower will be assuned by isroups ciearii 
identified with the Communist Party. If 
the situation described above comes to 
pass, my own recoimnendatlon and tha. of 
the country Team is that^we should inter- 
vene to prevent anotner -uba . . . • 
plnding this decision we recommend t.aat • 
IddiWonaY nilitary units be dl^patcheo 
. to this area since present forces avail- 
able are considered inadequate to ?er- 
lom til mission I have suggested as our 
last resort. 



(l-ntoovm) Msg, Santo ^omings 1155 to State. 
2323152 Apr 65, JCS 31 S^+oo^. 



/.eanwhile. ^^he US was P^f ^^f ^^^tld^'cV^CL^'' 

teams listed in CXNCL.^T .10/^ 
appropriate support^a^ tac.i.-l a-. 

r?". °-/ .,^c ni'-pi,.-- whiDh had -ransported .-eiuge^t. 
44.7, -!--e 'J2S Sa^it^v "n^-" - 5;^= Task Group 

-.0 Puerto Rico, was ordered .o r oin^n^ 

^^r^^ .;.;^ti;^£°L^ca or captain Dare 
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2b22^91 Aoi-" c5, JCS 1:1 3^f-»-J . ■ 

34732. (jar-Gp 5) JCS 9''^>^ ^iNuL.wNi, 

2823 48z Apr 65. 



Ir mid evenins-^-^e US snnounced he landings. 
At 2C00 President JoLinson reported to rne n^^ion t.i^r 
a^out ^00 Marines had landed ^^^e,'^^! P;2^^^"^°\^^ 
:-,undrecs of Americans who are sci-1 in t^.e ^;H^^no 
escort them safely oack to this country. At 2030, ^ 
the US requested a special meetir.i: ox -he Counc^x o. 
the Organization of A.:^erican Stares for 
momini and informed the Ambassacors of Latin .^er^ 
countries of the Marine lanoing. -^-11 ^^S ^'^P^^^^^^^^ 

posts in Latin /u^ierlca were i^^^^'^^^^to^.e °rv 
suggestion that US is supp-r-.ms or ^P^^^^^^^-ny . 

particular -political faction ^roug, ^J^Z^:!^: '' 
that the pui-oose of tne landin^i v/as to evaci.iate 
L^eric£!ns^!^Sd nationals of other countries desiring zo 

leave . " 



{g) Msg, State Giro 2C6o, 2= jor 65, JCS IK 
353^t8. (/i Ksg, State Clrc 2064, 28 npr fcp, 
IN 35367. 




"two -pronged circular moveaenc l^''%lf2.''nl'^^.Av-e 
approxiiaately 1,000 troops n-.ovlns across th- r:^^f/^.. 
Bridge northwest through Santo E-lngo -.ould ..n!t v.- 
wlch a force of about 7OO troops under ^sne-j:;^ 
Salvador Augusta Hontas Guerre ^='1^ ^l^':^:"'^ 
the fair grounds on the v;e3tom 30^,0 oi the c_-„ . 

^^—Itvo other Loyalist units willing '^l Jl^^-iJ-^ . 
ttlHfttack, but handicapped by inaaequate 
catlons facilities: a 400-mar. farce u:ider General, 
^rcos Rivera Cuesta located^at 

headouarters on the northwest oucs::lrt^ oi the o..i;y, 
2nd anpproxlmately 300-man unit under Generals 
leiix Kemlda and Atila Luna Perez ^-'^^^f ? 
cuarters. To support the Loyalist ' 
Bennet^ assigned MAAC- Amy and -r 

(•-^ hAT-T with communications iino yperat-onax ._j^a...^~.-e, 
at tin Xsidro! ~also dlreoted .ne Con^ander o.h 
VTFTT ro deliver 4,00C MCI rations to ^san xs^^co. 
Si^e thel^ Lbitlcus plans.. ..-oerical superiority, 
and -JS assistance, the Loyalls-s c id not launch an 
offensive, although their air attacks aaains^ C^n-ti 
tutionall^t positions continued throughout tne cay. 



(^-GD 3) i^s^, ianto Domingo 1173 to State, 
291421^ Apr 65, JCS ri 35777. m^-^P \> 

(X1llTDIS"-Gp 2) Msg, Santo poningo 11^^;^ 
. 83202 V Aor 65, JCS EI 365OI. (-5. ptn Jk-J uoinnian, 
rSfa^f 9 Jul 5^. op, lit. (^-«Pj'^;^§^Jf^^°?;t? 
ai78 to Suate, 29l72iZ Apr 65, JC- IN -O^-**- 3 L 
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their lavor i^oiu che :)utse3. Th^y made the police 
stations their principal tar{j;et and also attacked 
Rivera at the quartermaster headquarters. -M though 
their r.ajor offensive against the pel ice -held Ozama 
Fortress did not succeed during i^^he day, they were _ 
able zc seize many police stations, and snipers and 
groups of looters spread wesv//ard into the residential 
areas, pillaging and looting private homes, and 
violating several embassies, including those cf 
Mexico, Guatemala, Peru, and Ecuador. -'t about IICO, 
snipers began firing -into the US Embassy's adminis- 
tration building across the streot from the Chancery. 
At 13^0 they opened fire on US Marines guarding the 
Embassy grounds. The Marines were ordered to return 
the fire and two snipers were reported killed. - 

Other evidence indicated, however, that con- 
ditions of law and order were re"Gurning -co the 
Constitutionalist-held areas. Peace Corps workers 
reported that the- Barrio seemed quieter than on pre- 
vious cays, and two US business leaders informed the 
Embassy that people were leaving the downto^m area 
without fear of ^'extremist reprisals." 



During the day the US. Embassy published intel- 
ligence estimates of the relative strengths of the 
opposing ground forces. The Loyalists v/ere credited 
with a force of approximately 2,^00 troops operating 
\mder commanders who professed their readiness for an 
offensive operation. * The Embassy cautioned, however, 
that these troops were tired and discouraged and that 
there was no positive operational control over them. 
Reestablishment of orcer by the Loyalist Junta "depended, 
therefore, on "whether 2,000 or so remaining ground 
forces of Junta can hold together long enough to 
accomplish this mission. If they do not do it quickly, 
large defections are probably to be expected. ^ 

The Constitutionalist forces, barricaded in the 
narrow streets of the older quarter of the city, 
anachronistically terr.ed Ciuc ad Nueya, vrere estimated 
by the Embassy to niancer 3omev;here*'betv/een 3^500 and 
6,500. Of these, 1,500 were believed to be a hard- 
core 'inder the direct leadership cf Communist -trained 
fighters, about 1,000 were regular army troops, and 
from 1,000 to 4,000 were describee as "hangers on v:ho 
v/ould fight only so long as they v.ere v/inning- Infor- 
mation about the Constitutionalist leadership, its 
compci3ition, organization, and plans, v;as particaily 
nonexistent. fC 



v^-Gp 3) Msg, Santo Uomingo 1178 to State, 
291725Z Apr 65, JCS 36084. in^-Gp 1)[J 
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A. search for a solution to the crisis continued m 
Washington where both international and unilateral - ac--or. 
was taken. In an effort to obtain international support 
for its actions, the US requested a special meetjig oi 
the OAS Council. At 0930 the Council heard Ambassador 
Ellsworth Bunker report the 28th April landings. The 
Council decided to allow time for its members to con- 
sult with their governments before convening a meetlns 
of the Organ of Consultation. It did, nowever, dis- 
patch a message to the Papal Kuncio in Santo Domingo, 
requesting him to try to arrange a cease-fire. 



CO Msg, State Clr 21l6, 3 May o5. (U). Transcript 
of Secretary Rusk's News Conference of 26 hay o5, Dept of 
State Bulletin , LII, 1355 (14 Jun 65), 9^2. 

That Washington v/as determined to act unilaterally 
if necessary was revealed in two messages. At 132d .ae 
State Department directed Bennett to report whether 
direct intervention by US forces was necessary- to save 
the situation and stated: "v;e cannot afford permio wie 
situation [to] deteriorate to point where Communist 
takeover occurs." (Knbassy reply. If there was one, is 
unavailable in JCS files.) 



C^EXDIS) Msg, State 68I to Santo Domingo, 29 Apr 
65, JCS IN 36791. 



At 1207 the Chairman, JCS, sent cpCLANT, for 
transmittal to Commander, Task ?orce ^^^.9, the following: 

1. We believe that basic objective of 

^ American forces in Dominican area is not 
^ reoeat not;a Communist cake-over in the 
island. You are not repeat not authorized 
to emply your forces for other than secu- 
rity of Americans without further instruc- 
tions from VJashin^ton. However, you ^ 
should maintain close watch on the situ- 
at ion and close contact with Ambassacor 
Bennett, and you should recommend immedi- 
ately the expansion of your mission- 
should the situation demand. 

2. Inform A.-abassador of content of this 
message .... 
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Captain Dare delivered General V/heeler'3 
messags to :\mbassador Bennett abovit 1-:C0. r::c 
.A.r.ba-iacor readily cgreed to the •is.si; .?bjectiye> 
and, :. '.cording to his version .:^f The ••"cerin^, "'in 
vlev/ various report^! romin^ ir.,"' authorised lzvq 
to "crir.£ ships in preparatory t3 landir^^. This 
••:ill z^Lrze t^^-o or thres 'hours and jives time to 
revi-3v; situation agai:-. before rinally c^rjnittins 
troops to 'shore.'' Ci::CL;\l;r»s version, hovrever, v.'as 
-hat 3(-nrett "requestijd remainder -Tf landing rorce 
to lane before dark." 



(?S-aD 3) I'iSg, CINCLiU-rT to CJCS, 3001^^21: ;.pr 65. 
^Gp 3) Msg* 3anto Domingo, CRITIC SEVEN, to DIHNSA, 
2920002 Apr 65. 



Although initial planning for the anticipated 
landing called for the troops to assemble at the 
Embajador and wait further orders. Ambassador Bennett 
believed the "current situation" —i.e. , the failure of 
the Loyalists to launch an offensive, to augment their 
forces' v:ith troops from the interior, and to establish 
an adequate communications sy£tem for their '■•ideiy 
scattered force, plus the lov; morale of their units — 
would make expansion of the 7S Marine perimeter 
necessary. The first phase of such an operation, the' 
Ambassador reported to State, should be to secure 
the residential and embarssy area of the city from the 
Embajador to the National Palace. 



(-g^-Gp 2) Msg, Santo Domingo ll37 to State, 
292023Z Apr 65, JCS 111 365OI. 



Prestunably, a high -level decision was mace in 
V.'a8hington to land the remainder of the 5th T-iEU about 
the tirie Bennett and Dare were meeting in Santo 
Domingo and perhaps as the result of a -telephone con- 
versation between Washington and i^anto Domingo. 

At 1511 the JC:: ordered CIMCLj\>.r to land the re- 
mainder of the 6th (Since CINCLANTFLT transmitted 
the orcer to his suocrdinates at 1508 it must be pre- 
sumed 7.hat there had been a communication earlier than 
the 1511 order.) At 1518 Vice Admiral K, S. r^astersou. 
Commander Joint Task ?orce 122, assumed local control 
of the U»S Dominican operation and ordered land the 
landintj force" at Red Beach near Haina. H-hour v;as set 
for I030, and the first wave -ouched down at i:hat ti:iie. 
No opposition was encountered, and by I8OC the major 
elements of the landing force were ashore. At 2100 the 




Infar.^rj- and armor liad United up v.lth the i'laririe 
aerlrier.cr around the "iL.T.ba jaoo;' Tno 
arcllli.-r-'' and anfcltan.c wcayons; r.'::'.ainer i;-ti i.i'.c 
□each I'or the night. Marine sfcrciniith ashore at 
2400 totalled about 1,550. 



fZ-GD Msc, JCai037 to CINCLANT, 292011Z Apr 
65 ^-Gp 4 mIIs, CINCLANTPLT zo CTG 44'. 9, 2920082 
4ar ek JCS IN 36272! CTG 44.9 to CCMCftHBSEAFRON, 
llloiiz ipr Jcl 36128, and CTG 44 9 to COMSEC- 
ONDSIT, 292305Z Apr 65, JCS W. 3o406 (M-Gp SLRP.f 
CJTP 122, "Operation Power Pack, ^8 Apr-7 May iyo^, 
9 May 65 (hereafter CJTF 122 Kls;:.) (»5) EomRep Da-a,, 

p. 1-2-2. 



Antioloatlns that additional US forces might be 
required ashore, the JCS took the precaution of orce.- 
ing the two alerted battalion combat teams of the 02(3 
Airborne Division at ?ope Air Force Base deployed to 
Ramey Air Poree Base, Puerto Rico. The first of ^44 
troop carrying C-130 aircraf-. took off ^^o\?°Pe 
1811, but shortly before midnight, the two b=.ttaij.on 
combat teams were diverted to San Isldro. 



{/r-Go 3) Msg, JC5 1023 to CIIICLANT, et £l., 
•3919142 Apr 65. I'lSS' CIMCAFLANT OP to JCS, 

i§33^! Apr el: JCS a 364367 (Se^Gp 3) CJTF 122 
Hlat, III-III-2. 



Late in the day, high-level LS °^san 
considering a scheme to Unpose US forces between^the 
Constitutionalists and Loyalists In order to bring 
about a cease-fire and allow the OAS time to settle 
the crisis. The JCS, aooordingly, directed i-t^f 
to preparl an operation plan usliiG the following guide 
lines i 1) the Constitutionalist -orces were largely 
concentrated in the southeast portion .^^^ .^"J,' 
the object was to cordon off this area ""hout un- 
necessarily endangerlig US troops; ana 3) the plan 
should be based initially oa forces already ash^e 
and be expanded when airborne ^°'^^^J-K^^^^°',^^^.^„ 
JCS hoped this action could be executed in conjunction 
with a cease-fire. They requested the Task Force 
Commander's estUnate of the forces required. 



LSf^Cro 21 Ksc, state 689 to 5anto Domingo, 200445^, 
Aor 65^JCS ra 11996! Wop 1) Msg, JCS to CJTF 122, 
3OOO56Z Apr 65. 

30 Apr 65 With the initial landings completed, .'"'^f^'^^S" 
Apr ^ proceeded to carry oui: the JC^^fi^S "-..^t" 

0108 he submitted an Dperation concept, whjch he *as 
prepared to execute unless o^iier-.vise direc.ea. xiie 



concept called for Ar:.ay airborne tvo..>^^ 

<ar'T3iaro Airfield, znen v..j r^l_--.e uoy-J--^ 
rorces'on the east tar.lc of the 3i:£rna .^iver, 
secure all Ozama River, bridges, and eatabllsn 
a oordor. and road bloiks a^ong t le fast oanK 
„^ "t... r'-jBf -CTir.e forces vou..c. estaal_sn 
flil-'I in th4 v/astern part of the city runnins 
north'arS south and about a blocx east o.. he 
SicaS mbaasy. Loyalist forc« 
exoected to patrol between the AriEy/^^^'^J^^Jf*® 
lo?ces! Admiral Mastorson estimated that If 
only US troops were to be. usee, two more 
CStalions would be needed to seal off .he 
southeast portion of the city. 

Later In the mcrnlng CJT? 122 requested 
the deployment of four additlonax BCT's to San 

S!drl!'Tthough no a^^^fJ-iJTirlctTlNC- ' 
deployed on 30 April, the dia oirec^ 
LANT and CINCSTRIKE to Pl^" the lOlat Alrtorne 
Division and the three infantry ^^ttallons and 
brigade headquarters of the °^^J±^°°^'" 
raining in CONUS on DEFCON THIti£. 



STRIKE, 301B04Z Apr 65. 



The Army airborne torces. f-J^^f 

teams under Major Qene^al .r^iaro at 0230 

■oome Division, began arriving a. San Isldro at 0^ 
and proceeded execute tne CJT^^oncep^. 

York's troops had seeV^t^.o fc^n the eaft bank of 
out reconnaissance units to screen tne ea» 
the Ozama River fron the bridge to the sea. 

from Cherry Point, No--th Carolina, w 

seal if ted from there to the ^o"^^-^:^*" 5^?'J;e and 

r^arlnes reported casualties xrom .nipe^ ^Trocket 

^IS^^rers^'^^P^-oon'^o^^rf t;LpJ« wal attached 
tHhe Sline mit at the American Embassy. 




irdared several .char-^es in consnand 
The JCi orosie^j a<=v=i-»- York was desig- 

arrangements during the day. , ^^nei-al jorK ^ | 
nated'^Comander ^and forces , o_ntO j^om n,o r v 




Heaccui^rters '^-i;^ ^:o4rational control of 



-n-i f-^j "'"/111 Alrborr.e Covoz Heaccuarcers 

arrlv'ec at San Isicrc at 2200 anc prepared to assunia 

command of all land forces. 




""G ^36, 30225^3:: Apr 
and CI}:CS7?wIKi, 
to JCS, OIO72O- 



May- 65, JCS IN 38717. 



US military Intervent j.on progresssd, fighting 
be^:ween the Constitutionalism anc Lacyalisr :\:rces 
continued, 'out, as on previous da^s , the -oya^^sts . 
TDrovec incapable of retaining tha offensive^ ^y 
end of the day, the Czana .Fortress Pol^ce s.a.^on n^c 
fallen t;o the Constitutionalists. The US ^our^ry 
now doubted the Loyalist concnanders " aeuerininatxor. .0 
see this thing througli," and the Team hac gooc r^easc'.^^ 
to susDect that the Loyalists forces were -.ncapcble .f 
acconpiishing any mission assigned to then. 



(r- Msg, Santo 3:ominso 1207 to State, ^'---i^ 
Apr 65/ JCS IN 37743. 0?) Msg, Santo i^omingo l^Ob ... 
State, 3018252 Apr 6=, JCS 37730. 



In the micst of the fighting the CA^ was aole 
register some diplomatic gains. Throue^i z..-^ sooc 
offices of the Papal Nuncio, a cease-fire agreement /.as 
signed by the Loyalists, two Constitutionalist repre- 
sentatives (atterapts to get Col. Caamano's signature 
were postponed because of the danger in entering the 
constitutionalist territory after dark), Anbassaoor 
Bennett, General York, the Papal Nuncio, and -he nea. 
of the Dominican Red Cross. The ^^^^^'f 
on two conditions: guarantee of Personal safety to all 
individuals on both- sides; and establishment of an OA^ 

commission to act as arbiter b^^^®^^ ^|f!^gidro 
Aiding the Nuncio in the long negotiations at San Is Idr^ 
that proceeded the cease-fire agreement was J^^^Ji^^ 
Martin, former US Ambassador to the . Dominican Republic 
and no^; a special representative of President Johnson 
sent to Santo Domingo on a fact-finding mission. 



(^-Gp 2) r4sg. State 696 to Santo Domingo, 30^^61:?^ 
Apr 65, JCS IN 37652. Msg, Santo Domingo 1217 to 

State, OIO23OZ Apr 65. 



Tie OAS also stepped up its a.ctivity in vvashington. 
The CAS Council adopted a resolution calling a 
cease-fire and the establishment of an ^^^.l^^l^^^^ 
neutral zone of refuce in Santo Dominto, ^e^9°"^P^?^^2f ^ 
the geographic area cf the city of Santo Domxngo i^edi- 
ately surrounding the embassies of foreign governments. 



Texts .in Deot of State Bulletin , LII, 1351 
(17 ^ay 65), 739-741. 



continued. U/^u U'-ner^x .-x.u o-i-^-Ptn 

b1en-r,lt^e!S. Assuming no change J^^lf * 

outlined to me by Chairman JCC," r.e_,oontlnuea, re- 
quest air movement of 82d continue. 

.\t 1000 General Palmer repor-.;ec to ^'^^ .^'^■•'^^^■'^ 
7 -,vaii=t forces had not moved into the gap between 
thf "irinefanl Paratroopers as P'-^^f °' f f ^^se- 
beeause Col. Benolt considered such a rr.ove a cease 
ftre violation. There was civilian movement througn 

the gap m US forces toward ^^l^^f (,3?^^ Nueyo 
Santiago, and there "^re reports uhat the ValeNue/ 
communication center might be the "^^^sev .i ^"^^ 
Sc?ed" take over. Calmer also reported landings 
from an "unidentified, possib-y ^astro, s'^-^^^-"':-*.,^ 
vi^; of these developments, Paimer again as.ced tne 
fcS fZ more forces - "on the order 
battalions of 82d Airborne and we need a thirc BLT 
■«f I'ar^nel . . At this juncture seems only 

o^denf to deploy-more US forces. He should not 
send a boy to do a man's job. 



£/;-GD 31 KS-, JCS 1214 to ftlG 936, 011224:^ May 

JCS IK 38717. (SS-^P 1) I-'SS, JTF 120 to JCS, 011455_ 
May 65, JCS IN 39wl. 

After reoelvlni; this message, the ordered 
CEICLANT to deploy additional forces to the Domlnlv... 
■Rrputllo as follows: 1 tJ^o re^aindor of ..h? 4^. 

i^'--C--- of the 82d Airbo?H¥ EF/lslon. The JC^-als- 
dl^ect^d JB^ClL'T to prepare to load the 5th and^Sth 
BCTrofthe 820 Airborne E^vislcn upon turn 5^°^^ °f 

^^^^^ ^ - ^^.tnlcan 

Keputllo dialing the cay. 

The JCS also ordered the fcaiowlng change in 
co-jnand and command relationships: 1) fc^'^,V:;?'^^t' ' 
Icf^i-e CINCARLANT, CDICAFLAMT ^-^'^ ^^^^^'^^^i^Te l-deri 
fmv Ur Force, and Navy Conaiancirs responsioie u..oe. 

fo':? oreparation, movenient , and Jf^^^o^ 

nSec .rorcei to the ^^^^'^^^^^^ ^^r^ 
C-e^eral Palmer relieve General Yorn as 

LoiiRii (CTF 120). 



ijTr^ -i) 'T3T=^ res 121c to CIKCLANT, OII6O95 
-rov >;s iho, 011611:: May b5i 122v, Cl^ci^- --^^ ^^l' 
1221. OII62IZ May oo (JPtT) "^^i^^ .t^tJ^:^^^^ ■ 

CINCLi^T and CIMCSTR-:<E, Cai550l- --lay 65. 
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Si-.. ■ 'i: v.is ;-,e.-33sary l:i or;;;-i.- - -'-i-' 

national sai'ecy zoom called lor -y che , anc 
therebv protect the lives and insure the sale 
evacuation of all foreign nationals. I^/'?^^-''' 
auSlic statement , the President ^i^PlaUied tha. ^ 
'the K =;oal in the -jr.inican ='-sp-^=l^= ;f .^'^f!;" {^'^ 
ceoplc of that country must oe permitted x.eeiy 

*o.-ioosa the path of political "e^^f.^^JJ^ir- ^he United 
justice, and economic progress. Neither '^^e Unltec 
States, nor any other nation, =an«ant or permit a 
-etum'to that brutal and- oppressive despotism 
which earned the concematlon ana punlsamen^- oi 
this .ilmisphere and of . all civilized humanity. 



(U) Dept of State Bulletin , LII, 1351 (IT Kay 65), 

Meanwhile, In Santo Domingo CS Marine and Army 
units continued to hold their P°3'--i°"%"^"f ^^^^ , 
sniper fire. Airborne forces returnee fire from a 
T^ebel £:unboat in the Ozama River and sank it. Con- 
vict wif made between the Ar«y and Marine forces by 
a paratroop patrol. 



(StfT CJTF 122 Hist, p. III-I-3. 



Again the OAS Held center stage In^he ciplo^ 
matic play surrounding the ^^^^^^^rf ' 
established a five-member "-oiniu-tvce (with repre 
sentatives of Argentina, Brassil, Colombia, 
Guatemala, and Panama): 

a. to offer its good offices to the 
Dominican armed groups and pcliticai 
zroups and to ciplomaT:ic representa- 
tives for the. purpose of obtaining 
urgently: 

i. a cease -fire J and 

ii the orderly evacuation of 
the persons v:ho hav-j taicen asylum 
In the embassies and of all 
foreign citi::ens ^.:hc desire 
leave the Doninican P.epuclio; ai.a 

r> "i 

ro >-"?rr"^' out an ir.-.- l-^: vi::;r-tion '-l^ 
aspects 'of the s.tuation in tne Co-Tiinican 
?.epubllc that leo to the convocation of 
this Meeting; . - • 



- '.'.2 cv- --"'i: :: were 

furtner strengtheneJ v/hen Anc;?.33^.::or ri 

succeedec in •^fc'aln.lr.ii; ""^'".'^.i* . "i^^"* ' 

Caam^irio ar':' ^^v-^-al other *. :c;r ; lA- rcr- 

ccTitlnuec th.r'ou^liou:: zhe cay. 



020810;: l.fay'65. JCS i:: 



2 May 65 The OAi cease-fire ^^^^^J^:yr^-^^^'^^^- 
in Santo Domingo; only sca.t=:red ---^3r.^'?^".v!g-n3 • 
the calm. There v;as sporadic s^voooi^^e, -^e 
imbass^' ar^a, ar.c a l3 helicopter ::a3 Tired on 

tSair-arms during a ...rnin, r-:-e;!l^.^r,r:.4;^ie 
Tv/o amed oatrols attempted zo xn.il trate r.ar^ne 
positions in the embassy quarters ar.c Aere 
decisively repulsed. US Marines ^^^^^f^.t^ 
the northeastern part of tne ^;lty. Otner. .c. .ne 
city remained quiet, and for ^ne -_rst .^.e 
four days, no armed groups were :, = 3n on ^^^^^^^^^^-^ 
Thrfive-man OAS con^.lssion arrived about no^ 
immediately began connultat^^ ^ne'se ccn- 

representatives of ...clr ^-^^ ^ rV^T -Ji-^ i-hp 
sultations were rollcv;ed by '•icetin^s 
papal lluncio, Police :hief .Despradel, ^-nbass^ao. 
Bennett, and General Palmer. 




The oolitical situation remained ^as^.al-y 
•orchantcedV Ambassador Bennett reporveo 
r-fec-n-e sovernnen^ existed. The closest th^ng . 
to r^^over^ent in the Dominican ?^epubllc was the 
£oyalist junta, but tne junta was very weak, n.. 
l4tl3 real support, was indecisive, and -acked 
-he stature, education, will, or experience v^iuh 
^ne Swci^ure, '^""'-^^ r r^-ira i i t s « efforts to form 
lyhlch to govern. The ^o'^^-^^^^^., _ .-^wossador 
a cabinet had not been s^^^^f^fux. The ..^oa^s^^^^ 
u^-H wri-T*^ hane ^or i negotiated solution unaer 

ceLe->^re ^cnditi notvrithszanding the 
?-^llInce of thrS's committee, lie believed the 
ceale'ftre strengthened the Constitutionalist 

position. 

Tr BemeLt'c opir.ion, hov;ever, there was no 
dange^: of aCastrolte or Conmunlst take-over so 
lonK as the US 'Keot s-rong forces ashore. He 
4cor^erdee that "the C5 "dls.:ree:l7 aelo junta,^ 

operating as some k^nd ^ 
llo ther, with the establishnent ci a legal b-se 
and r.3cc^i=ed governr.ent, 2"f,^-r; two 
-,lonall£ts. He said -.hat the U^ . -ad two 

■■: ^"-^Qj-i-'l" -iroblias li-i -.-e ^.nir.ioan ..e 

-Vr °S„Iair;ing i'^s pr«s.ir.ce .roere, arx tne 

iii^-^-^ad popular aalief v/e ^f:/^?";';:^^ 
Wessih against the people. ■ ess^n nas -.e«sr.e 



5T 
— I 



cossicle 



cerning our role here. 



ccr^ect xisieading LT.pressions con- 



03012^ Hay 65, JCS IN 41185. (^-GP 2) MfS. --an^o 
Domingo ill? ?o .^ta.e, 020900Z May 65, JCS. I^ 4C37c. 



Washington •.•,as conscious of "ne psyonolo^ica 
battle, once again President Jonnson ■■'ent ^---e 

vision to explal:i tlie US ^f'^^^^^^'^p^-p^oOO 
that he had ordered two addlt^ona. battal.o... U.Uv.. 

ien) to the Doniinlca.n ^<^P^^,^ll^Z.%^"^,:^..o 

randl^ro/^rsSo'additlonal -^-/l^J^i^ 

possible moment. The Presloent -^r-'^^^^-^'^.^^d be'en 
begun as a popular democratic "^evolution .^ad^^^een 
seized by "k band of communist conspirators -le 
stated that the US goal «as "^l^^^'ll'^.^r, 
our citizens and to save tne ^ive. =f -^\^^^::;7- 
"to help prevent another communis^ state m o 
hemisphere . " 



(U) NY Ti mes , 3 May 65. 10, 



The US also began psychological warfare o?er-^^ 
atlors in Santo Comir.go. Pa.T.phlets v;ere ^ro.- u 
Ilrbcme and truok-mo-onted ^^'^'^^P^^J^J-^'"'^- 
without incident. Both operation. "^;"r^ '-^jl..,^ 
peacefal and nonpartisan nature o. ^he US land —c 
President Johnson's coi^ents viere quoted frec.aent^i . 
More extensive drops and louda?eai«r operations ..ere 
scheduled for the next day, I[_ 



■r-Gp 3) Ksg, JCS 1249 to CKCLANT, 0217^^ .^ay 
65 i*^ Msg Santo Eomingo 12rT'^ to itate, ^^-^Oo^ 
lEy 65/jCS^LN ^1075. (^-5,2) H3g, Santo Dom."..o 
1286 to State, 04121^.2 May o5, JCo EI 4387b. 



-intmuin'" lis xlssion aa a special representative 
of president jSVnson, former ^^^^^^^^ 
^onvarded his views cn the Consti:utlor.alxS. .no.ene.,. 
to the State De?arf.nent Martin =onslcereo . .a^ .^aa, 

had begun as a --^°«HT^2r-f Lade"s Vno ' ^ now 
extremists, including militar/ 1=*"^?, "-^"."^ ^,^>. 
gone so far they had nothing niore to lose ^(j^- 
lo?e Castro/Comunists. '-^ar-^in .axe that ^o.-ur.... 

and r.on -communist ta^s no 1=''SS^/--?;:;^^!- .-ere 
constitutionalist leaders, aspeclall/ -aa.aano_,^e.e 

"«r-»r<r«- itro ffln&-ics as Castro v/as from ^egmi.^nt. x.. 
f"^'-3 opinion t.ie rank and file of the --novement 
o«babi; r.o* .^^asunists. ^ut it was impossicle 

to ^^^--^.^^^^^l^^k^ added 
t^iSe^^oSnt::r iS^nad virtually4iainte.ra^ 

;^em>^"^lng-tSrgeL^^^^ 



(^--G? 2) KSii, Santo DomlKgo --25c to i>T;aoe, 
020900^1 May 65, JCS K 403b3. 



■The day '3 major story was fr.a series of r.lli- 
tarv moves taken to strengthen the '.'S posi.lon In 
thfromlnican Republic. At 032C, H^^if^i^'^^'''' 
Task Force 122, estatllsheo the international 
Security Zone in a large area •^^^--^^ "^^^^^ - " 
of the city that Included the embassies, the 
oi tr-e ^■'■"^ vo^-^^T• -rasldenclal oistrlota 

Embajador Hotel, and the better o-er- 
In its boundaries. US Marines carried t e oper 
rViir^ anri late- in the aftemocn they enlart,ec tae 

the same time, paratroopers oi °f „^";°°-=i?f,er. a 
Division held the western ban.c of the C-aua S-.er, a 
line which they extended during t.;ie day oOO meters 

the old cltv and made contact v;it.i tne 'j^^^f!*,^*} 
remained uncompleted. 



(,^-Qp 4) Msg, CJTP 122 to ...^ c-T?F 
I,ay 55. W-GP 3^ iiss. Santo Doglngo 1301 -o^^C^P 
'22, C21151Z May 65, JCS IN ^^le^e, U-Gp 3) -sg, 
JCS 1248 to AIG 936, 021632Z --lay 05. 

in Washington' the JCS v.ere study ins Jheprocler. 
of containlns the Constitutionalist forces n the 
event that the cease-fire proveo ineffectual, -n 

soecial meeting they c°"!i^f,^^'^,„:,r^^-'.e oL^r sor- 
that the cease-fire '•aaj.neUec.-al.^ ..-e p.e^^ 
sldered the following three flterM.^^e ?er-.e^^-r 
designed to "nflne Constitutional!.-. 1^^-^'^.^. 
the southeastern por':ion u. ;'-e_--t^_ . _^ ^ZU^ ,^ 
close" perl--neter - f;^!!^.^; ;..f_.._.e ..^ .u-^ 
-he city: (b) a periaeter .^rkxn,. 

at r:-.s Duarte rriage on t he oa-. •■;;;-V;T- :-.,..,i.:eter 
r-j^ir-.- aini;;;-; che 13^ :n tin ?.nc v i^:;.^^ 

•iT.t--'.c- ->-t --n 1 line to l<i ..vr.'sr -• .-- 

■^'ar-''^Sd5f 4lth'"t:;e 'Ha^lne- forces in the ,ISZ_,could 
■of c^aw^i as the initial step in the execut... ...e 

"in-close" perL-eter. 



for a \'j.r.-y route ooncl:u" j-' : "..■e r:;iw> i.u>vo 
now. .^itu^ation downtown Jpcreaj --'-Gl:'- 

:'eportcd already ■•j.zt2:\i-yZl.r.£ zzlr mccj 
1 0 a r - '-vme r i c an f ui'»y . " 

Av. 1303 the JCu cireouec CIaJIj.-MIT to ria-'i 
general PalTier prepare to establish at cayli^^^.o 
3 May a line of cofniaunication (LCC)^ perimeter 
linkln^i i4arine force's in the ZSZ u.nd ' Airborne 
elements at the Duarts~Bridse . Letter the JCS 
sent an execute message ordering the operation 
to besln anytijne af:;er midnight 2/3 May. 

In accordance with .State Department in- 
structions, Ambassador Bennett and General 
Palmer net with the CAS Commission and obtained 
its concurrence in action to establish the LCC 
between the Duarte Bridge and the IS2. 



(•SCr-Gp 1) Talking Paper, J-3'^?-22-o5, 'Alter- 
native Courses of Action in the Dominican Republic 

2 May 65. (^-LIMDIS-Gp 2) Msc, Santo 
Domingo 1267 to State, O216OOZ r^ay 65, JCS i:: 
klOee. («S-Gp 1) Msg, JCS 1251 to CINCLANT, 
021803Z May 65. (lH^-Ov 3) Msg, JCS 1261 to CIMC- 
LANT and CT? 120, 03C140Z May 65. (/-LIT'IDIS-Gp 2) 
Msg, State 7^2 to Santo Domingo, 2 May 65. (^Gp 3) 
Msg, Santo Domingo 129^ to State, 03052OZ May 65, 
JCS IN 41254. 



Although General Palmer considered his present 
force adequate to prevent any immediate Constitution- 
alist thrust, he told CINCLANT that ifwould not be 
sufficient to meet an all-out attack in Santo 
Domingo combined with uprisings in other parts of 
the country. Ke therefore requested the immediate 
deployment of two more battalions of the 82d Air- 
borne Division and the remining battalion of the 
Marine Brigade and a minimum of one, preferably two. 
Air Mobile companies. He also requested that the 
remaining brigade of the 82d Airborne Division re- 
main on alert at Fort Bragg. 



(gel Mag, CJTP 120 to CINCLAICT, 021328Z May 65. 



Responding at 1258 hoxars, the JCS directed 
CINCLANT to deploy "'the remainder of the tactical air 
suppor-^ units, including command, control ano support 
elements to Ramey A?E." Ac .1326 the JCS instructed 
CINCLANT to deploy immediately the 5th and oth BCTs of 
the 82d Airborne Division to the Dominican Republic, 
it 1458 they directed CSA to assign to CTJCLANT the 
helicopters of one air mobile company plus the necessary 
command elements, air crews, and -ield maintenance 
oerscnnel for ceolo^/ment to the Dominican Republic upon 
the request of CTF 120. At l300 the JCS instr^jcted 



CINCLAirJ t-^ nsGl:?! Ci\c i-.L;i L ! .v- , ' li ^:a:• iiifi , 

v^^U'rerii -v^ Ir :ilcr:*c ;iu " ' : ■ 

specirically dlrcctfjc. at .*:053 J^--'* f'irect^^l •••INC- 
LANT deploy the 7-^* '^th, ind BUT:; oi' vr.o 

S2f3 ."•.ii-'oome bivisi->.-: and tr.i i^c Bao.talion, 3th 
Marir.ec (usin^ cLva:.lable organic airlixC for the 
Marines; to the Dominican Republic, 



(Z-Gp 3) y^z^z, JCS-1250 ro CINCLANT, C217533 
?.lay 6^; 1232 to CINCLANT, C2lS26Z May 65; 1258 to 
CINCLA.^:T, 022259!'! May 65; and 1262 to GINCLANT, 
030153^- May 65. (^^-Go 3) Msg, JCZ 1255 to CSA, 
et al., 021958Z May 65. 



3 May 65 Military activity v;£.s confined to ''Operation Blue 

Chip," the US effort to establish a line of communi- 
cation (log) between the Marine ^onits in the western 
sector of Santo Dominso and zhe airborne elements 
along the Ozama River in the east. The action pro- 
ceeded without incident. US forces returned the fire 
and completed the deployment by 0111. The dsploTOent 
cordoned ^ff the Cons-itutioncllst forces in downrovm 
Santo romingo, and a oorricor v/as opened between the 
ISZ and the only air fields near the ci^y. Later in 
zhe day, U3 Army and Marine -or. it;: cons olida tec and 
widened the corridor, and at 15^5 General PalTiCr 
notified CJTP 122 that the first military convoy had 
passed through safely ♦ 

The US continued its troop buildup in '*^anto 
Domingc. During the day two ECT's of the 82d Air-- 
borne Division and one Marine 3LT, ordered on the 
previous day, arrived in the Dominican I^epubllc. 



'Ti Ilsg, Sarto Domingo 12"3 ^o ota^e, C305302 
Mav 65, JCS BJ ^1^6ir. (Xe<-Gp 2) -.3g, i.-nto^nominso 
'•3CI zo CJTF 122, 0-1151::: M^y 05. J-S Hi ^lo5o. 
<ir^-GF 3) JCS 1266 re AlG 936, il., 031226L- May 05. 
(U) Msg, Santo Domingo 1309 to 'State, 031b55- '^^ay o5, 

jcs rr 426^9. {ver-Qp i) oanto oommgo 1315 to 

CJTF 122, O32045Z May 65, JCS ^198.2. 



The :-.-eek»s fight-ng had brougl'-w severe hardship ^ 
to the civilian populc^tion of the city. The US 
Embassy reported that the people of Santo Domingo were 
hungr-'s esoecially in the Constitutionalist zone, be- 
cause" cf the scarcity of fccn cor.ing ir from the 
countr?r3ide. The iaxbassy cictritucec beans, .nilk, and 
flour t.iroughout the day at various fixed points out- 
side th^ Constitutionalist zone, while US military 
force;:: .distributed 14,000 lbs of beans and condensec _ 
milk along the newly ooenec corridor. Just az'ter mid- 
r:ls:-t- tne JCS directed Cn:c:..A::T t- off -load the ^ ALCOA 
" .--XC-li: , v.'hich v;as carrying PL --cC ."^ood I'or re_ief 
pu'rposeo, as soon as adequate docking arranger*ents at 
kaina v/3re completed. 



_ state, 0^4-0355^ 
.nto Eomingc 1323 




Tr Santo Domingo a more hopeful note was soundeo 
by a new effort to establish an effective interim, 
governnent and by the reported left-wing deserrion of 
the Constitutionalist movemen-. General Imbert 
approached i\mba33ador Martin and offered to ^^orm a 
government Independent of the extremes of le:« ana 
rishr as represented by the Constitutionalisms and tr.e 
Loyalist: junta. Martin warned Imbert that -ae JS 
would not support; a military dictatorship, ana tne two 
men agreed to seek a five -man group consisting oi 
Hubert, Colonel Benoit of the jun^a, and-JJiree cis- 
tinguished but non -political oiviiians. |[^ 



. (-J) J hn Bartlov: wartir, ''Irsice Drama anc 
Chaos 3f the Domiriip^-n UpheDj.'U/ Lite, LwIIj., 
(28 May 65), 70.[Cfe:-Gp DC 



^- the -r^:-.. it prov -J 
r,:i-.:;. ?orei£r. :;i.-.i3tsr£ -MFM;, ■•■•'■r-.i'^n uac^ 
convened in respons.j zo the :ouno-l reques. 
?0 Aorll, the oreaticn of an inter -American 
Seace force to help restore oi-der in the C?n>; 
?-^oIr °epubllc. Tlie US introdu:-3d .a reao.ut^on 
;a£l^a- on ?he American Statau to make military 
continKent3 available to assist the five-member 
coSlon in reestablishing Pe^^t/^'^^^f ^i„e 
T-elations in the Dominican Republic. In a mo.e 

to facilitate the creation of f,f f^,?,^"-!^^ J^tes 
in resoonse to inquiries from US ^at in Embassies, 
iSe Assistant Secretary of Defense (ISA) re- 
quested JCS recommencatlons on th-3 following. 
1^ size. tvDe, and ecuipnent of forces to oe 
iinnilld- ircommand stkicture under which they 

l^^ftpelLlT^) source of losjf J^g^^P^^^. 
and k) total forces required. The JC5, in T;urn, 
sought CINCLANT and CIMCSO's comments. 



{Jg} Memo, ASD/ISA to CJCS, 3 May 65. encl to 

',lfhi fo%gg^'a;d"ulcSaso;"5foi^iz"^y 65. 

(0) NY Times , 4 May 65> 1. 

Tn Washington President, Johnson again defended 
US poUoy 1^ the Dominican Republic in an unexpected 
IppLranL ^o^ rociclng%hlL'-wlth' 

t^''.^.?r.ui p^f iifiiAres^ie^^ 

^l2t"r?or-%^l"/wi^-- ?^;..t"hl ^ 

RepubUc wSen the OAS had reeatabllsheo peace and 
aeciirlty there* 

■ .E 



J 



(jt) MEg, Santc Domingo 132:- :o State, C4015CZ 

..-5 -^13 "^-^y^r^ Z' q+-j»-s-p 0^202^'^ May o5, JCS i-^ 
~>Coo. .5-^5 'f-^^w --est - -lay 63, 1- 



DOB 



Swte'riDartnient authorized '.he "^^r""^^"" ^^.^ected 
request of the OAS Coanisslon, a-.ic tne JCS '^IZtl^^^ 
itl executlon. US Marines carri.3C ^If^^Jf ^P^^^^d 
ation, Eovins the ISZ bounaars twc blocks eastwaro 
'.viuhout incident. 




. {je- 
031830Z 



3 



U-Gp 2) Mag, Santo Domingo L358 to S-=.^^ 
02 May 65, JCS IN 44450. 



05OI2OZ May 



mUitary and psyoholcglcai Dominican 

US was expanding "3.^®]:^^!^ cfere^rv of Suate 
Republic. -Deputy A3£i3tant oe«^e.ary oi ^^^^j^. 

pro-am that would bring ^0 ^^-^^"^-J-rox-th 
dally from the Banco A^lcola's s-ock m 

|^L4S"ror a few <5ays«^untll the flow of 
nice f-3m the north vas sufficient, anc 
voll-e of food aistr-DUted by US -roops 

cori:idor in the Lv''ttoee'ad3t?ionai 
reported that by the ^nd or t.e aay^«|^ee^ 

r^fofiln^i^g'^^^^^^^^^ 

?*?^fcf tisS^Jef tLf'thf ubllc ^e tor. including 
;;;et'a^en^ business, and the Sugar Corporation, 
meet t.-.e next pay cay. 



.>12:52. May 65, J0£. 3' 



rv- -»eo",v, "he S'ite Beprirtrndr." notified 
•irnba3 3£cor"3annei;t and Secre :ary ^.olomon that $3 
■T/-^- jr -ocitional 61sz.sz:iv racier funds hs-d 

fcr the follow :/.s purposes: 1 to 
organize emergency woric progrdins under municipal 
and orovincial govemnental direction or through 
existing local development asaocia-tions; 2) to 
make irrangements for' the public sector, in- 
cluding government, business, and -he S -agar Cor - 
Doration, to meet the next pay day; 3) to aom^i- 
ster emergency food aiid medical -"^^^-ff ^^P^^^; , 
and reconstruct essential public utilities, and to 
establish emergency public work programs. 

(^-Gp 1) Msg. State 798 to Santo Domingo, 
4 May 65, jrcs IN 44581. 

The Constitution-ilists seiz^ac the political 
initiative when the members of the 1963 ^J^^^^'^fi^^^^ 
Congress in a r^-imp session electee Francisco Caamano 
president of the provisional government. ^^Ifl f^ 
the day, the Constitu-.lonalist "Radio Constitution 
carried a recorded speech by Bosch, supporting the 
choice of Caamano, characterizins him as a leader 
who could "act against the tanks and machines to 
defend the people's rights," 



,(&Gp 1) 



In a cable to th3 State Department, Ambassador 
3ennett stated that "with the rebel forces contained, 
the priorities for US action ver-J now: a functioning ^ 
•Domi^.ican government md the ' restoration of normal-y 
in Santo Domingo. With regarc to these priorities, 
aennett sugj^estec tha-:; the tj3 re^xgnize the Loyai^s.. 
1-Inta as the de facte successor :c the Raid Government 
and that restrictions on the freecom of movement or 
Dominican civilians be removed. 



the following three point pro- 




helpint^'to persuc.de tne two chosen to j^in 
government; and 3) ur^e the junta to appoint a 
cabih.2t of non-cartls-in technicians and offer to work 
with -he Junta ir. the selecticn process. Bennett 
cautioned, however, tliat some of the LQ^^^f^-^^^^^?:^:?^?' 
had been tricing in thi past v;eek zo conioj^idate .he^r 
oositicns, while unce-7 the protect ion o:: the JS m-.!^- 
tar^r or-esence. '20 pe..Tiiit "shese -isht-w^g military 
leade-s to consoildata their power, Bennett believed, 
wou^d a great di£S arvice tc the Dominicans and a 
carl^ir^- clo-v tz the :S public lii3.se in -.he c o-ontry . 

su-reszeo, thtrefo-e, that once Constitutionalism 
-•-^^is'cance had er.dec. Wessm should oe ancouragec to 
'-etir-s and that Rivera Cuestc. an(3 de lo3 Santos ce 
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■5'.*.cou:.'*3. 8C tj :^3;T.ai: 

-'-i T-' v,~t?Q-«ce . Henr.e*:t also sugC'^sted zh&z Rivera 
CainlnL^rc*, Navy Chief of Staff, would make the beat 
Secretary of State for Armed Forces. 

Co-T-nenting cn the potentially risk:' situation 
in the -orovincea, 5er.:-.ett pointec ouz the neec lor^ 
rapid action to ensuro effective and friendly ^ocax 
governments. He urgec the strengtnening of tne 
local governments through the appropriate channe^i^ii; 
of relief supplies and the organ:.zatlon of emergency 
work programs. He alt^o suggested the pa^Tnent of tack 
wages to a large number of persons in the provinces 
employed in public works projects who had not been 
paid for as long as ten weeks. 



(Unknown) Msg, Santo Domingo 13^0 oo Sta-e, 
0411342 May 65, JCS IK 438l8 1^"^^^,) 
Domingo 1337 to State, 040T15Z May 65, JCS IN 4273b. 



Bennett also believed that "fast action assent-a^ 
to counter" the political initiative shown oy tne Con- 
stitutionalists In appointing Caamano as their presi- 
dent. He therefore was suggesting to the i^oyax^sts 
that they form a more broadly-based Junta inc-uding 
civilians. Specifically he wanted General Ii!ii:ert to 
head the Junta; Colonel Benoit to be the mili::ary _ 
representative, and the following civilians be Incluceo 
Alfonso Morano a respected ncn-CoiiEnunisT; leftist, 
Antonio Guzman, formerly Bosch »s Secretary .agricul- 
ture, and Anselmo Brache, a prominent member 
Balaguer's movement who enjoyed Imbert's confxdence. 

Tie Secretary of State approved Ambassador 
Bennett's course of action and directed the Ar.ibassaccr 
to seek OAS Coimalsslon approval since the Department 
did not consider either side in the Dominican dispute 
as then constituted capable of running the country. 
The Dominicans needed a broadly based group zo re- 
establish and maintain law and order anc getting 
normal sovemment functions underway." The Secretary 
agreed with all the names that Bennett had suggested 
for the J\anta, but recommended against Imbert as tne 
leader, preferring that all members have equal rank. 




May 65, 
4 May 65, 



Th3 OAS contlnuec its efforts to er,C tne cric-s. 
In sar.to Domingo its Coramissicn coxpletec a report icr 
the Meeting of Consul ::ation Dhat includec, at che ^ 
urffinK of the US, a recommend at icn for a combined ^nrer- 
Anerica:i military force under the DAS. The C^nimissior. 
a" 30 orsaented ^^lbassador Bennett with a formula xor a 
rew claaa-fire agreement and askec for US cooperation 
£i-. ^aici.15 it an "effec-cive i.r.szrvjvrznz and a -jS 
^^,---r>nation of the 1 May CAS Resr-lution. Tne ocm- 
•-ii£.-on»3 orooosed c£L.3e-fire, called the Acr, 01 
"'r-zci lominsoV woul: 06 sigr-ed cr.iy by the Bonoit arx. 
rI^.T> -ftJWfl. Fnrtl-.er, th* CoLc^lsal^. preg ^- .^ r ,£- d 
-en'^er.'C vith a usmorai-aum recuesriAg whether zr.e jaii_- 
^ary -'orces of --.e LV.-oec Sta~as i* the Dominican 
?epubli2 could be glvo.i precisa li*: struct ions cco:e.— 
ate in the execution of that which has teen a^eec. 




3ennett accaptac the Co.Tiinissiori ' s formula, 
say ins "'^^a-t he '.«ould r.ave t:j re res it co V.'ashingron. 
oennefc tola zne Secretary oi' Sta~e that a nevi 
cease-fire was not necessary, but that the US could 
not refuse the Cornraisslon * s request. He recoimnended 
that he be authorized to give the Commission a note 
reiterating US cooper.ition with ;:he 30 April cease- 
fire arc pledging continued full cooperation v/ith the 
work of the Commission, General Palmer concurred in 
Bennett ' s recommendation. 



(-C) Msg, State 788 to Santo Domingo, 040250Z 
May 65, JCS IN 44293. (-e--Gp 3) Msgs, Santo Domingo 1350 
to State, 041313Z May 65, JCS IN 43866, and 1359, 
O50255Z May 65, JCS IK 44783. 



5 May 65 Military activity was limited to an expansion of the 
LOG in order to improve the security of the corridor. 
At 0600 elements of the 82d Airborne Division began 
the operation, and by 08OO the corridor had been en- 
larged. As usual. Constitutionalist snipers were active, 
with heavy firing reported. 

At 0500 General Palmer assumed command of Land 
Forces Dominican Republic CTP 120, reporting directly 
to CINCLANT. The revised command structure effective 
at that time was as follows: 

CINCLANT - Adm Moorer, USN 

a. CJTF 122 - VAdm Masters on, USN. 

(1) CTP 121, Commander Air Force 
Ccmiponent - MGen McNlckle, USAF 

(2) CT? 124, Command Naval Com- 
ponent - VAdm McCain, USN 

b. CTF 120, Commander Land Forces 
DOHREP - LtGen Palmer « USA 

(1) 4th :4EB - BGen Bouker, USMC 

(2) 82d Abn Dlv - MGen York, USA 



(•»^-Gp 3) JT? 122 Hist, pp. III-I-5 and II-- 
III-I-14. (TS) NMCC Op Sum IO5-65, 6 May 65. (-S'-Gp 3) 
Msg, JCS 1444 to AIG 93^, et al . , O51238Z Kay 65. 
(fl'-Gp 4) Msg, CINCLANT to CINCARLANT, et_ al . , 0619322; 
>lay 65, JCS IN 47984. 
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v. 



Tb» OAS continued its efforts to restore peace 
to thr^om^icln S^publlo. It got the 
and Loyalist leaders to sign the Act of f*"*? .^o?^'' 
ratifying the ceasefire of 30 April a^.d establishing a 
zone off ecurlty in Santo Domingo. The Agreement also 
guaranteed the inviolability of '^^'-e embassies and .--^ 
misaions in the city and the evacuation of personajio-- 
asy!^ ?he?e The parties' to the act also Promised^to 
assist the International Red Cross and the OAS In the 
distribution of food, medicine, and medical supplies 
in Santo Domingo and throughout the "S^*^^- „™«;*?-r--. 
wfer^^ed to the Caamano Group as the "Co«atltutlonaUat 
Govlmment," giving^them, Embassador Bennett claimed an 
"unwarranted status" and constituting a substantive 
modification" to the original OAS proposal. 



(e^ Msg, Santo Domingo 1286 to State, 060245Z 

Kay 657jcI IN 46672. (^--GP 3) "!6' SSl^?fi'^°'"JSf° 
1360 to State, O5025OZ May 65, JCS IN 44826. (a)_ ^ 

NY Times , 6 May 65, 1. l4. -^i^'-^v 

(Late in the evening, four members J^^^he 0A5.C.^ 
miaalMi departed for Washington to give the OAS Meet^ 
ol"o^uitl?Ion a first hand report. 0«e ^^S^^^^^ ^i?* 
commission. Ambassador Morrlce o? Panama' *"^°fv- .l. . 
Secretary Qeneral Mora remained Ir. Santo Domingo.) 



Santo Domingo 

May 65, JCS'lN ^^976. 



{-r-Go 3) Msg, 



aer»ed to a revised resolution to be jointly , 
;«sentti io thi SaI The revised resolution re- 

^^este. member govern:,ents to ma.^^^^^ 

Sil"rforS'In'irJeri^^er?can"A^ed Force to restore 
order tr. the Dominican Republic. 



(u) Msg, State Clrc 2140, 5 May 65. JCS IN 46586. 

(U) NY Times , 1 Kay 65, 1- 



."-nUate-al ocliticai tnoveL-, .^onr.lnueH !n 

form^a^^oVernInent of national roconcillatlcn com- 
^osec of both military and civilian i«acer. rep- 
resenting a broad political spectrum. He wa^ not 
successful. Representatives of Bosch's PRD and 
-ala-j-^-'*=' PH refusec to serve, .iven .tne prj-Uw 
iecreta^y^General of zhe PHD, -^^^^^^ f T^^f ^^^a 
Francisco, was unwilling to participate a Junta 
that would include Imbert or to volunteer his own 
services without the approval of -^^^ P^;;^' . n ^ ..^ 
Approval, according to Martinez, would Prpbaoly oe 
GontingeAt upon the right Bosch to run for 
office in the next election. 

Rebuffed by th3 politicians, Bennett tried to 
form a non-political junta including three civilian 
"?™hnlcians." He lined up a five -man group con- 
alstms of Iir/oert, Benoit Dr. Hector Go ico ouprem^ 
Court President Julio Cuello, and Luis Julian i'e.ez. 
The thr^e Civilians, however, refused to serve until 
thiy had discussed 4he proposition with Caamano and 
the OAS. 



(-er-Gp 2) Msg, Santo Domingo 1385 to State, 
060145Z May 65, JCS IN 46489. 



a. MO,, with the exceotion of one incident involving US and 

^ "5 .^'J*^,J^^tllSa!lst ?orcea the cease-fire continued 
effective. Three US Marines were l^^Hed when a two 
vehicle convoy with seven Marines, P^-oceedliig east- 
ward along the LOG. took a wrong turn Into Constltu- 
tlonalist-held territory and was ^li-ed upon. In 
addition to the three fatalities, two Marines were 
wounded and two were captured. 

fU^ Mag. Santo Eomlngo 1W3 State, 061705Z 
May 65! JCS IN 47483. (Z-dp 3) -^fS- CTF 120 to 

ciNCLAi-rr, 0701532 May 65, JCS IN ^509. 

In Washington the OAS V.m voted to establish an 
Inter-Aoerloan Armed Force (lAP) to cooperate In 
restoring and inaintalnlng normal conditions xn the 
Dominican Republic and In establishing there an 
a^Mph^e "conducive to the functioning of 
iMtltutlons." Member stares would "e asked to con- 
^Ibute land, sea, air, or police *° 
lAF. ?he commanders of these contingents were to wo-^ 
out .a.-nonff themselves and with an OAS Conmlttee arran^. 
ments for an OAS Unified Command. 

T^.e US did not insist on the selection of 
COOTOMTiP as Comaander, lA?, and was willing -0 accept 
the appointment of a Latin ^American " commander, wU.. 

a deputy from the US. US forces 

Heouil-c would cecone part of tha "„^f^<3 
fo"rmed: any US forces not needed -or ^he xAF woulo oe 
wiSidrawn. The US -ras prepared to provide "oth t an. 
-Dortatlon and logistic support for tne lAF, thoug.i 
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•'^-C-- -) ^33, State Clrc 21^7, 6 f.ay 65_,_JCS 
-jT ii.iii^.'' (u) Dipt of State Bulletin , -LII, ^:;33 
(31 Kay 65), 862-863. 

Looking ahead to eventual withdrawal otJJS 
forces, the JCS asked CINCLANT: (l) ^^'''^^J ;f 
cease -f ire continued and the security n-lssion re- 
mained essentially as at Prese"^' ;;!^%™^i^^f-;-^for 
fo'-ces s^ould remain in the Dominican Repu&li- lor 
the "reseeable rufare?; (2) if t.iese 
smaller than those now deployed, '^^en could w th- 
drawals begin , and how and in what ^.^f^ 

?ake place?; 4nd (3) if the t:^ya^^''^?J,^^.*',i:^at 5s 
an effective govemaent In the near future, Tvhat US 

forces should remain in the ReP'^^^i^;' , 

added that if an 0A3 force were estaollsned, ^atin 

American units might supplant some of the US unl.s. 



fyftn Mae JCS 1547 to CEtCLANT, C61649Z May 
65. lf;^?hirSly/sle below, under 8 May (CINCLANT 
msg 082322Z) . 



Mav 5=; The US effort (begun on 5 May) to instruct a broad- 
^ ^ baled 3omlnlcaA government finally succeeded when the 
Lovaliat lunta resigned in favor of a CouncU of 
^llltnli R^onstruoflon (GNR), a i-lve_;jian froup .;jeaded 
by General Antonio Unbert Barreras. Th^ J^^^^^f ^"^ 
the rrouD were not those originally suggested by 
3enni??!^ut the Ambassador ^ ^.^JI^H" 

balanced group which can conanand national au.tiort. 
In addition to Imbert the group included . -Julio 
Post'eo. a personal friend of Bosch; the hlshl.. 
relDef?4d" lovemor of Puerto ?laT:a, Carlos Grlsolla 
Polonywn; and Alejandro Zeller loico, a yo"^S,,^^^. 
eniSieer and non-partisan former Minister of 'jater 
Refoll^les. colonel Eenolt, the one holdover from the 
jianta, completed the group. 

Ajnoassador Bennett reccnunended that the US 
recognize the new government "without celay. Secre- 
tl^^usk replied, however, that --he US welcomed the 
formation of the GNH, but regarded it as only an e 

interi-T ffroup that would be expected to assist in - 

rne establishment of a permanent, duly elected govern- 
men. wllh broad popular support. Hence, although the 
; S would give the GMF: "all appropriate help in 
^oieS the oou:.try together, it '^ould not extend 
fo;mal recognition. Later in the ^ay the ^.ecretary 
added that Bennett should urg a the GNR 
zhe Constitutionalist positions and to protes. .0 
-he OAS Constitutionalist attacks on the Mat.onai 
^aiac- The Secretary authorised US militar:/, action 
T:^r''-,^^i;t:elv .iec3t3ary to save the Palace, ouu 

i. ^-n^-^xaucj. T-ak-er as "-r^text to suoport 

action 3houj.d n^t 02 isaKer. ^^y.'-.^ m 

Imbert by military demonstration against rebels. 



rTli^-c^- ^^av ■on, .ICS IM ^^51j • (><-LiM::iG-Gp 3) Ksg, 
State o'7"2 to Santo Domingo, 7 May b5, JCS dOO^:). 
(i^-LDDIS-Gp 2) Msg, State 836 to Santo Domingo, 
7 May o5, JCS EI 503C9. 



^-eoarinET for the activavior. or the lAF, the State 
Department ordered A.-r.bassador Bennett to coorclnare 
with commanders of any Latin American, ^contingents 
assigned and, in collaboration witn General ^Palrr.er, to 
submit recommendations fop the structure ana iunctio..s 
of -the unified command., At the same time the JC^ 
directed CINCLANT and USCIMCSO to prepare to transport 
by air and sea the Latin American contingents • 



f/'-Go ^) Msg, State 856 to Santo Domingo and 
CJTF 122, O761IOZ May 65, JCS ^8144 ^^^^ .^^Pl^i ^ee 
under 9 May (Santo Domingo 1526, ^9l82bZ) . :5; 
iSL JCS 1640 to CINCLANT and USCINCSO, O716O6Z May 00. 

On this day, the US comoleted all planned major 
force deployments to the Domir.ican Republic. The oesig- 
nation and size of the Committed forces were as follows: 

Ground Forces 
US Army 



Hq USCOr^P 

Special Forces Co (Relnf) 
82d Abn Div (9 Bn) 
Air Mobile Co. 
Ist Psy Bn & lat Psy War Co 
Miscellaneous 
Total US Army 

USMC 

4th MEB - AshDre 
Afloat 

Total USMC 



160 
332 
12,301 
200 
116 
156 



4,145 
7iH9 



Air Forces 



USAF 

507th TAG Cont Gp 
3c Sptg Units 

GRAND TOTAL 

•JS Naval Forces 

Combatant & Supporting- 
Ships 



1,066 
21,800 
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^/T/. t? A -323 ^ -■■ ' ^ "'t^ 

ret, WiCJ-2 2HF-bA 
USAF 

353 TFS '^^ P-100 

363 TRW Element o RF-100 

^, RB-co 

331 FIG - 12 P-IO** 



(as) NMCC OPSUM, 107 -65. S May 65, 2-3- 

At 1200 General Bruce Palmer be-^'-me Comnander, 
US Forces in Dominican Republic (ySCOMDOMHEP.. wli:h 
comm^d over all Arw, Air Force, and Naval units. 
MAAG, and JACCC phyaloally i^^^ted in the Dominican 
Reoubl'c Forces designated for POWER PACK l^ne 
K^e for the US opfrations). but not Physically 
on the island, remained under the appropriate com- 
nonent commanders of CINCLANT. JTP 120 and J7F 122 
Se?^ dtss™d! CT? 121 and CTF 124 remained under 

USCOMDOMREP, who was authorized direct liaison with 
them. 



(^-Gp 4) K3S, CINCLANT to CINCARLANT, et al . , 
070OIOZ May 65, JCS IM 48269. 



Communist invoivement I.1 the Dominican crisis was^ 
further documentedJ^T 

Tl'-a modest number sf hard-core Communist 
leadiri 'llC'SS^o Domingo managed by suPfPloj; ^J^fjf^ 
i^d taci;lc3 to win for themselves a position of con- 
siderable influence in the revolt «"hln the first few 
^avs " Unclassified annexes summarized Cuba's fnvolv..- 
mtnt m D^lnlcan revolutionary activities and listed 
the names of 83 Communists and other extreme leftists 
whi wire "Active p^lclpants" in the Dominican revolt. 
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CJCS flies. 



■ riie JCS was also 
nient In the Dominic ar 
amount of Communis^ 
island rrom Cuba. 



concerned wi.th Conrnunlsi: involve- 
crisis, specifically in che 
propaganda being beamed zo ^ne 

J3 



/[^-SENSITI^rE]!! 



4? 



"'ftp jLj:ir.i.i .^J.J^:^i.> 



c May c5 



The n.-lita3r; situation remair.erj quiet with few 

weapons' infiltrated the US Navy anioacing facili- 
ties in Halna, wounding a I'iarine v.ho later dieo. 

■'I'iCLANT rec'orte:; to "ht: JCZ that arms v;ere 
a--a-^'-ntiv bein^^^'lard .-d secre-ly in the Dominican 
Republic. In reply, "he JCS notec that Dominican 
forceo were -responsible for controlling such 
activity, but might not be adequate to the tasic. 
They authorized CINCLANT, subject to coordlnauicn 
with .Embassador Bennett^ to provide such assist- 
ance as he deemed necessary/ to control activities 
Ox this type. 



Santo Domingo l48v to State, 082325Z May 
65, JCS IN 51601. {Z'GP 4) Msg, JCS .1733 to dNC- 
LANT, 081803Z May 65. 



. "he composition of the lAF was being atuaied 
in Washington. In response to a request J-^ 
Assistant Secretary of Defense USA) for their views, 
the JCS stated that they favored employment 0- OAS^ 
forces in the Dominican Republic as a demonstration 
of hemispheric solidarity. They recommended that 
member countries be encouraged to supply self- 
contained company-size units, except for Argentina^ 
and Brazil, from whom battalions were des^reo. THe 
forces contributed should, as far as PpsaiDie/ 
loglstlcally self -sufficient, but should be aole to 
recuest, receive, and distribute bulk supplies from 
US sources. Pending establishment of the command 
structure, the Latin American contingents should te 
placed Snder operational control of CINCLANT. The 
JCS r^ecommended that tJSCOMDOMREP be designated com- 
mander of the lAF, but they were prepared to accept 
a Latin American commander with a US deputy. 



i«-Gp 3) JCSM-3^4-65 to SecDef , "OAS Forces for 
the Dominican Republic," 8 May o5, ^^Z^'^^L "^""^ 
«-Gp 3) JCS 2338/12-i, same subj, o May b5, JMF 
9128.4" (3 May 65)- 

in response to tne JCS request of 6 May , ^p^LAN? 
transmitted USCOMDOMREP ' s views that, once an et .ect-.ve, 
stable government was in operation, three 
the 1'= US battalions in the Dominican Repuolic coula 
possibly be released. CI1^CLA:;T -cresaw an ?X;ended 
Requirement for appro:cimately four or five oattalions, 
plus other units for engineerins ^^construction, ciy^. 
affairs, and psychological warfare. IVhen withdrawals 
began, Marine units should be withdravm l^^^l't:^^^^ 
order tc Improve over-all readiness in the Cariboean. 
Marinas should be withdrawn almost entirely by sea. 
Army forces, by a comoinaticn of ship and air trans- 
portation. Whether these recommendations could oe 



xodlfiod if the QNR tecame an -?ifoctive governing 
body depended on fu-ure deveinomenrs . CINCLANT 
olze\- as -^xanpl-^^ oJ' :*2.cT:3rs f tin:' nis ruT:-'are 
r.eeds : cne undece mined ComTiunist: strenfjth in the 
new ronmican governirent, and the effectiveness of 
OAS forces on the scene. 



{-a'-Gp 3) Msg, CINCLANT to JCS, 082322Z May 65, 
JCS IN 51662. 



'9 J^ay 65 Cease-fire violations iiTcreased. A force of 50 

Constitutionalists attacked z'r.e neadquarters of the 
GNR's transportation 'oattalion iii Santo Domingo, but 
were successfully repiilsed. At 1715 two sheila 
exploded near USCOMDOMREP's headquarters. Sniper 
fire continued at about the same level as previous 
days . 



(«^-LIMDIS-Gp 2) Msg, Santo Domingo 15^3 to Staue, 
O92305Z May 65, JCS IN 527^1. (i3'-Gp 4) Msg, USCOMDOM- 
REP/CTF 120 to CINCLANT, IOO616Z May 65, JCS IN 53065. 



Replying to the State Department request of 7 J^ay, 
Ambassador Bennett and General Palmer suggested the 
following uolicy and command structures for the lAF; 
1) policy guidance for the lAP would be provided by the 
MFm", which in turn mi^ht receive military advice from 
the Inter -American Defense Board; 2) the OAS Commiaslon, 
reconstructed to include eminent Latin Americans, 
perhaos including former heads of State, would operate 
as the executive and oolicy arm of the 5!?M in the 
Dominican Republic; 3) this OP-^ Commission should in- 
clude an Office of the Military Advisor headed by a 
senior Latin American- officer, supported by a multi- 
national staff (this officer should be a Latin American, 
.Just as the lAP comnander should i:e a US officer); 4) 
the combined staff should oe organized along US mili- 
tary lines and as a minimum the oecretar;;-, C^ (logistics), 
and C6 (communications) should be US officers; 5} since 
operations would primarily be on the ground, the lAP 
commander should wear a second hat as land forces com- 
mander with separate subordinate zea and air commanders; 
6) brigade commander slots coiUd be al-locatec to officers 
of the participating nations to assuage the Question of 
national orestige; however, c^^jrtxif: active operations US 
battalions should be brigaded tOj-ether and multinationil 
battalions should not be considered as effective fore as 
-'•or more than guard duty. Bennett and Palmer added that 
the US should remair. prepared to commit additional forces 
raoidly should the lA? prove to be militarily incapable. 
If ' the OAS Commission refusec' to authorize lAj action, 
the US should decide whether uni:.ateral action vjas re- 
quired by US forces not allocated to the lAP. 



'fi^'Op 3) Msg:, £a:ito Doriir.go 1526 to State and OSr, 
09132<dZ :^ay 65, JCS -I 52615. 



C-enerai Palr.sr establisl^sc a 'rapid reaction 

::ivi3icf. a-i-t z-c.e ''^t'r. .-ZB. T.iL'^ alert Torce , :.on- 
siSvint oi* oiaccon, oorapany, and battalion 3i:.e 
units, v/ould res'ponc to requests cy Ambassador 
Bennett tor assistance to local .government forces 
ir* arss-s 'outside Santo Eomin^o. . . 



{-O ?4sg, USCOMDCIVIREP/CT? 120 to CINCLANT, 
092054Z May 65, JCS DI- 52856. 



Fearing the possible affe.cta of the inflammatory 
OonstitutionaXlst broadcasts on l^adio Santo Doniingo, v 

t ■ ' ' (^^- 

T Secretary 

Rusk replied that Washington echoed tit?ir concern and 
that denying the station to the Constitutionalists as 
soon as possible was "highest priority item. He 
asked for details on the location of the station and 
Its towers and whether they could be destroyed or 
captured. He noted that it would be best to involve 
the OAS Commission in the matter and concluded that 
-the US would Investigate the feasibility of the Com- 
mission's assuming control over ail broadcast facili- 
ties in the Dominican Republic. 



(J?S-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMREP/CJTF 120 to CINCLANT, 
0903^^0:3 May 65, JCS IN 51923; (^'-LIMDIS-Gp 31 Msg, 
State 919 to Santo Eomlngo and CJTP 120, 091^402 May 
65, JCS IN 52531. 

CINCLANT published US casualties figures for the 
Dominican operation. As of 240CZ, total US casualties 
were : 



Army 
Navy 

Marine Corps 
Air Force 

Total 



(^-GD 3) wsS. C3CLANT to AIG 930. 100120Z T^ay 65 
JCS llv 52S19. (The ::0V/ figures are includer^ in the VjXA; 
!"?or"f^arther casualties figures see appendix.] 



KIA 


WIA 


MIA 


20W 


3 


(=1 


0 


2 


2 


1 


0 


0 


6 


24 


0 


0 


0 


_0 


0 


0 


11 


76 


0 


2 



Santo Domingo remainud quiet, with sniper fire reported 
•■-educed from previous days. Some factories and 
businesses reoTsenec in the city, but ConstitutionalxSt 
"lamcades oreventec workers fror. getting to their joba 
in the northern industrial zone. Commercial air. ser^/^cz 



resuTieo to and from Santo Oo.r-lngo . Amtassaiio-j* 
5'?r.n3fc reporter that about "rOO cjrsowS 3till 
av/aioed evacuation, "cut he vr-s concentrating on 
the "free evacua^loa'" oi" the few "hardship or 
other special cases." The majority of the 800 
were being enccuragac to use zhe commercial 
fllghvfi. The US had ?vacuat2d 4,437 <2,711 US) 
refugees by this da^e (see append:jc). 

Ambassador Bennett rejected a request from 
the Dominican Air Force Chief of 3taff for US 
assistance in garrisoning Santiago Airfield 
against possible disturbances. This did not mean, 
however, " that the US was not v/illlng to take mili- 
tary action if required. Commenting on the mortar 
fire near General Palmer •a headquarters on 9 May, 
Ambassador Bennett requested permission to move 
the northeastern bomdary' of the ISZ (north of • 
Avenida Bolivar) one block eastward, i.e., to coin- 
cide with Calle Rosa Duarte. This move, approved 
by General Palmer and informally and privately by 
Secretary Mora, would also provide added protection 
for the US and French Embassies. The State Depart- 
ment referred the request to the OAS Committee 
(which was preparing to returr* to Santo Domingo) 
asking that the Committee obtain agreement from 
the Dominican factions. State also told USCOMDOM- 
HSP that it preferred not to ^ake unilateral action 
unless the Committee delayed unr8£.3onably. Mean- 
while, the JCS directed CXNCLATJT to prepare plans 
for the capture of the Constitutionalist stronghold 
in Santo Domingo. 



(^-Gp 2) Msg, Santo Domingo 1577 to State, 
1023152 Hay 63, JCS I>T 53906. (-y-Ln©IS-Gp 2} Msg, 
Santo Domingo 1565 tc State, 101715Z May 65, JCS IN 
55360. (a^ Msg, state to CJTP 120, 110240Z May 65, 
JCS IM 53933. (^-Gp 4) Msg, J-CS 1768 to CINCLANT, 
10l84iZ May 65. 



The President's Special Ambassador, John Martin, 
submitted a lengthy assessment of the Dominican 
situation as it entered a "politico -propaganda"- phases 
a struggle between the rival Con3::ltutionalist and GNH 
"governments" for popular support. Martin admitted. 
that it was "virtually inmosslble" to assess the Con- fti^^ 
3tltut:.onali3t oosition;[L ■/ * ' V 

"T) O'ihar v/e 11 -informed sources, however, 
reported that tSe Constitutionalists were confident of 
victor^', iVhatever thair expi2Cta::-ons, zhe Constitu- 
tionalists held the ? -"Opaganda initiative, principally 
"hrough Radio Santo Domingo, and '"the importance of 
this cannot be overstated, " Martin added. They had 
organized large demonstrations in the center of the 
city and were successfully linking "constitutionality'' 
with jobs and food In the mines :>f the uniforTr.ed masses. 
"?.eoel£. are working zo consollda;:^ poli-lcal posi^sion 
as cl^ar.ipion of rriasses agains*; US r.iiiitary--San Isidro 
military — upperclass and .niccle-olass government, .-.nd 
•j^nqu^stionablyj ^hey are alieac o- C-MR in this propaganda 
"oolitlca.1 v.'ar." 



^.ar'tin a.6rr.z.zte6 that It had r-.aeri Lnpocs :.ble 
to nz's^ii*: a "truly t rcad-oc "r-.ir. ::cliti:al ._;roup/* 
c-ut z:i^ flve-iVie.Tiber G'iH did .^rovicr an entity to 
counter the Consuituttonaiis- go/emment and did 
divorce the US frorr. the "odious i>c-n Isldro old 
general group." The GNR had a ba^ic v;eal<resc.. how- 
■3ver.. i.z v.'as ooer.. to Const i tut ioiv,! is t charge:; of 
bemz cr.other reactionary cuilne^s -class civilian 
30ver."r;.ent with a military strong-man overlay." ^20 
ooxmzer the GNR's political vulnerability, Martin 
and Bennett were assisting in ths deportation of 
sone of the "old" generals, including General V/essln, 
(scheduled to leave on 11- May), who had become to 
the masses the s;iTnbol of military oppression. 

The GNH*s basic political problem remained, 
however. The revolt against Held was "almost surely" 
an attempt by PRD leaders and others to reverse the 
coup against Bosch. Bosch *s ideas of social and 
economic Justice had ^erminatad slowly and had later 
mobilized the "latent and legitimate revolutionary 
aspirations" of the uominlcans, pa.rticularly 
Dominican youth. The Cons wl^cutionalists had in- 
herited these revolutionary aspirations. The GNR 
might meet this problam by instituting reforms and 
by divorcing Itself from discredited politicians 
and generals, 

rtorttln- outlined several courses of action the 
US might follow, bxxz recommenced "for the short run" 
that the US give all-out support short of recognition 
to the GNR, waiting f Dr new figures free of Communist 
domination but capabla of mobili::ing the "peoples 
aspirations" to emerge on the political landscape. In 
the interim period, tlie US shoiild try to add other 
non -Communist elements to the GNH (should Caainano sur- 
render, Martin recommended that ":he US recognize the 
GJIR quickly, after getting from it any desired commit- 
ments . ; 

. :^rtln admitted zhat although the lA? cloak 
helped the US public image gre.atly^ the US should re- 
move its troops withir* the next 3 Ix. months or less. 
P'irrher, the US should avoid a Toll -scale military- 
occupation, even under OAS auspices, "unless nothing 
else can prevent Communist takeover." Martin con- 
cluded that a US political presence would be required 
in the Dominican Repuollc long after its military 
for*ce3 departed. "Lecidlng our troops prevented country 
from disintegrating. totally. Bu. troops can build 
n?thii-.i politically and process of disintegration has \ 
gone 3 0 far that this countr:r cannot alone reorganize 
its a. fairs for a lon^ time without vigorous assist- 
ance . 



Msg, Santo Domingo 1558 to State, 100520Z 
May 65, JCS IN 52922. 



In reply, the f-t.ite Dopartm.ir. t directed the US 
Zr.ba::-y to adopt a nodif led" version of Martin's 
3ugg'3it-lon: explore :he possibility of establishing a 
■:zB.lLz'-zn regims whic i would include Caamano ^nd per- 

or.c other r.cn-Co.rjniinist member of his gryap 
accaptacle to I2.terr, and his iro'dz, Tha Department 



hoped uhcireov to ::piit '.'aaiaauo 'in.i t i;-- .^.j.ifh 
partisann rv.-'V\ t:\'j •::\l-j'zir.\U]\.c , ■'>. '\r\ ''n:i' 

niigh'c gracuaily conjclidare irs concrol ovsr "che 
entire councryj with broad popular support. Even 
if Caamano could no^; be won over, US officials 
should v;or:-: for a pre visional coalition gDvemment 
that could "return "ha country' to normalcy and 
eventually, under OAS supervision, guide country 
to a non-communist constitutional government," 



(^-Go 1) Kss, State 9^9 to Sani^o Domingo, 
10 May 65, JCS HI 5^^05. 



The GNR, as well as the US, continued to face 
the problem of Constitutionalist propaganda broad- 
casts on Radio Santo Domingo . Bennett reported that 
GNR Special Forces ^rere oreparin? to sabotage the 
station's transmitters, ^'and we propose zo agree." 
Secretary Husk ruled that these operations, v.'hich 
would be in violation of the ceg-se-flre, were neither 
to be prevented nor assisted, ^ L, . (j 

General Palmer and Ambassador 
Bennett recommend ecrthat all radio facilities in the 
country be placed under OAS control. They v/ere pre- 
pared to place US facilities under such control; they 
believed they could perstiade the GNR to do so If 
Caamano would also agree. 



(JgS) Msg, Santo Domingo 156? to State, 1C1733Z 
May c5, JCS IN 53366. (?S-LLMDIS-Gp 1) Msg, State 
9^8 to Santo Domingo, 10 May 65, JCS IN 5^020. (X) 
DOMREP Task Force Evaluations, Status of Jamming 
Operations (to 6:00 EDT, 10 May 65)" and "Rebel Prop- 
aganda Jamming Operations - 10 May 65," dtd 11 May 65. 
No other identification, (ffS-Go ^) Msc, USCOHDOMREP 
to CINCLANT, 110420Z May 65, JCS IM 5^312. Msg, 
Santo Domingo I586 to State, 1102152 May 65, JCS IN 
53942. 



On the diplomatic front the OAS MFM voted to 
continue its five -man committee to work out command 
arrangements for the lAP with commanders, of assigned 
contingents. At the same time, the Assistant Secre- 
tary of Defense (ISA) directed USCOI^DCMRE? and CINC- 
LANT to submit proposals r-sgarding the unified 
command organization, and the JCS assigned the un- 
classified nickname PRESS AHEAD to operations • of 
I<atln American contingents of the lAF. 



(J?S-EYSS CNLY-Go l) Msg, OSD (ISA) 1756 to 
■J3C0MD0?.:RE? and CI2;C1.-^T, .lOlo^-S.: May 65. U2r-Gp ^} 
Msg, JCS 1752 to CEICLANT and USOI^ICSO, lOlblBZ May 
65. (U) Dept of State Bulletin III, 1353 (31 May 65), 
366. 



11 Kav es 



Caase-r'ire violations L-icriascri 5; m... , 

sore accuracy i-eporclng racnop T:hf.n 2 r^s^: ?r 
violations. In one incident, a g -ouo o? 




rr.i,ii continue 3 its ei-ror:£. to serUe the 

?f^ll k ^'^assacor Martin and the Papal Huncio aet 
C^^I TJ'° T° "^^^^ ^° negotiate wlth"he §Na 

oon:3ult his aaaoclates and T.elt 
H^^^^'t.^''* «'n<3 the Nuncio late-, in 

—Lf''^; ^® cancelled the meetln!., however, -hen he 
lllllll * Sroup or-GNR troooa >ad bein 

US i *nL^f r**f,''*'*.^«'"'tltutlonailst zone through 
11^ ^,11 allegedly in cooperation with 'JS forces 

S^!a?n«d^h,r?l^;?^''"'^- ConstltucionailstI- I!so 

oS^i? ^ troops east of the Ozama Rive" were 

a??^^^L^^™^^°^^~^^"= °" the cocks. The Utter 
h-if^^*^^"? ^'^ relayed to Generii Palmer who 

o^^^.-*?.^?ir!"satlon and ^eafflmed his slanltag 
orders to US troops not to fire unless fired un^ 

A^ouiq talk with the OAS Commission the next day. 

- Q- '^T'S'*' ^L"^^' Domr.ngo l602 to State, 

'eil'^^o stLe^'l20?-?i a^^'^c Santo Domingo 

-oj.^ -o ovate, 12OXJ.9.: May 65, JCS IN 55645. 



of i.h« -ff ^ f/- P'® incident that led to cancellatlor 
"Lna~;;??f""° Meeting, the Entbassy admitted thw^here 
'''S-?^^?StiLJtL^^"'%"^°°*^"S at a rea=auranr near 
^^""Hatlon^? ^^^^^^^tera when the OMR relieved 

» ^ ^5.1^5.?. guard. The Einbasay explained 
-r^i'nh^rfv?^ 2°°.?'^ soldiers, acconpanled ^ an " ' 
:;?«i?^^:^Pf^^^S guide, talked their Way through a"*'^*-"' 

'^^3 hi^f bv^'ho^^m^^■Tv,***^•^*'^*' p^i^^ev which 

-'^nfl*T^v^ ^^J,^ a_though located in the Constltu- - 

-^^^ -relieved troops were returning b"' 
tne same route wnen the shooting occurred. 



xi^'^.^c.%^'-^'J^^-^° Comlngo I026 to State, 1211401 

Che Embassy also reiterated t'-el" -O Mav npnnm 
mendaplo:! that US forces move the VoGAdiry of the 

'--^^ state Doi:»rtmert^.T.odiflld 
. ..^.i..,,,B3^ should rirs-; move the coondar"' and r-e- 

"-■i»her*-ter" -fv, -=?^-"-i"" pirtles as 2/."accor.- 
..-i_ncc j.act. V;j.th -epartmer.-al a^nroval, cn-'-'-'f'^— ' 



Arr.ba33acor Bennett c.u^geoted 'rho iv.ovo t.:* nieml-et's 
V;a3hir;^t;cn suppcrtec zhe enlar^ei^i^nt; of the ISZ, 



Msg, Santo EDHiingo 1597 "-^ Stazo , 1117152; 
May o5, JCS E'l 55040. (.gT; Hs^, .jitate 953 to Santo 
Dominic, 112003Z May 55. (j8^-0p 2' Msg, Santo 
Domingo l608 to State, 112355Z, JCS IN 55704. 




(^-Gp 3) Msg, USJCMTOMRK? to CINCLANT, 110450Z 
May 65, JCS IN 5^342. (-ff'-Go 4) Msg, CINCLANT. to JCS, 
1112532 May 65, JCS 54629. 



JSCOMDOMRE? also requested acdltional Military 

?oiij3. Quartermaster, Finance crcops, and naintenanq-^ 
and support units of :he 82d Airbcme Division deleted 
from cr.e Initial deploymeni: plana. 



^c'-Gp ^) y^s^, K-r -jscoi-coyBE? to cr:cARLA:-:T, 

62 31., 110^06z May 63, JCS 3 55145. >^-Gp ^) I^sg, 
USCOiOC'SE? to CINCARllANT, e" al., 1104052: May 65i 

JCS r; 56898. 
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12 May 65 The voiiune of sniper Tire w:\t3 co:i:. Idoi'a:.) Ly fe- 
reporcc-c .f 



Constitutionalist spokesman^ in discussions 
with OAS representatives, asked for a corridor 
across the LOG to transport their military forces. 
When this suggestion was transmitted to Ambassador 
Bennett and General Palmer, both demurred, point- 
ing out that GNR forces were not permitted to use 
the LOG. 

^leanwhile the OAS Committee screed to the 
extension of the northeastern bo^ondary of the 
ISZ (between Ayenida Bolivar and Avenida ?rancla; 
to Calle Rosa Curate. Caamano, adviseo of this 
decision, raised no objection. The 4th MEB, 
which was guarding this part of the boundary, 
made the move between I6OO and 1630. 

US forces in the Dominican Republic were 
strengthened as the additional Ililitary Police, 
Quartermaster, and Finance units, and remaining 
elements of the 82d Airborne Divlsljon, requested 
by USCOMDOMREP on 11 May, began landing in Santo 
Domingo . 




Santc '^^rn^■na'n ir-i^Q - ~. State. i'^fkiU'+^z* may iJ-Ja JCS 



state 

IN 57010 ™T-8'-Gp"2) y-sg, Santo Doningo 1644 to 
State, 122315Z May 65, JCS IN 57633. (f-^P 3) 
Mss, TJSG0MD0MREP/GT7 120 to CZNCLAMT, 130650^ May 
55, JCS IN 58107. (^-Gp 3) ^3S>.^WJ:ANT to AIG 
330, 13021OZ May 65 > JCS IM 57ol3. (Li2*)L (Q) 



-3 



Ai*ter considerir.2 the reoomir. ^rdatlons oz" USCOM- 
COMRi? and CIMCLANT, the 3tatt3 and Defense ^^Pfrt- 
r.ent£ -ssued a join^ oolicy cirec':iv9 on the lAF . me 
De:jartrAent3 wan-ad z:.e lAF established by the com- 
iTiandera of the various national units in the Dominican 
Reoucllc. At least three co^jntri-:3S (including Brazlly 
should sign the original agreomen:. The agreement 
should -orescribe tha structur-2 and command arrange- 
ments of the force ar.c desisr.ate •:he commander and 
*aeouv//one of wnom should be a US officer. State 
ard "^e-'anse did not consider it dssirable for the 
US to appoint a -oro'/z-Sional ZXF c^nmancier unixaterally , 
•"^he staff would consist of reoresantatlves cf each 

contribu-ing rorces. One ir.ember of t>3 staff 



T* !1 T" ^ "s-oi 
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should as a full-tjjr.e llal-'^r, office!? '.^/Ith the OAS 
Comiii'3't-rs . Tli2 c cTTiTiai'i-sr v.'ouic hE.v3 oi;9r£.t icral 
control ever all eienjnts of zhe "P.? and v;oulc be 
authorizsd to issue oj?ders to all components; other- 
wise, command would remain vested in each national 
commander. Provision should be riade in the agree- 
nent fcr consultation between the lAP and the' OAS 
Commi-tee. 

If oossible, corrnand and logistics arransements 
for the Latin American contingent should be worked 
out in advance, but the important thing was that they 
should arrive as soon as possible. Until all Latin 
American units had arrived, the US Ambassador, in 
consultation with commanders cf arriving contingents 
and with the OAS Committee, should work out coordi- 
nating arrangements with USCOMTOMREP. The fljncassador 
and USC0MD0I4REP were directed to prepare a draft 
document along these lines and submit it to Washington. 



{£) Mag, State Circ 2211 to Santo Domingo, 12 
May 65, JCS IN 58114. 



The US was also preparing to support, in part, 
the Latin American contingents in the Dominican 
Republic. The JCS no-lfle<3 CINCLANT that some Latin 
American contingents -o be deployed to the Dominican 
Republic would require additional equipment, and 
asked CINCLANT to reconmiend, after coordination with 
USCINCSO, methods of meeting these requirements. 



(€^Gp 4) Msg, JCS 1956 to Cir;CLANT, 122046Z May 65. 



Meanwhile, US hopes of restoring the Dominican 
economy suffered a setback when few workers reported 
for duty. The Embassy also reported food riots in the 
city and the illegal 3eiz^lre of foodstuffs. In an 
effort to shore up the economy, the US agreed to con- 
tinue furnishing AID funds to defray the costs of 
essential government 3ervices. Further, a Joint State/ 
Defense message requested US officials to submit a plan 
for resuming normal industrial operations In the 
northern part of the city. 



'*r-Gp 3} Msg, Santo Domir.go 1656 to State, 1303392 
::a- 6S JCS IM '=^■8002. {-gr-Gp 2) Msg, Santo Domingo 1644 
-zoSzite, JCS IN 57633. 3) Mss, -*^ate 992 to 

Santo Domingo, 12 May 65, JCS IN 57912. ^ST-Gp 2) Msg, 
Santo Domingo I626 to State, 121140Z May 65, JCS IN 
56503. {&) Msg, State 979 to Santo Domingo, 1217572 
lA&y 65, JCS IN 56890. 



^€ turning from consul ^aciono in V/ashington, the 
OAS Corjnission oroceeoed with it3 search for a solution 
;;o the crisis, ;The Zmbassy reported tha~ Special^ 
iT-baasacor Martin suspended his r.egotiation activ^^ies 
"to give x^ull scope to OAS efforts.") Commission 



rr.enberc inet v;lth ooz'a factions. Intbert .'i;:^rced to 

atituttor. aj a preconaitio;";, Caanano at first 
agreed ta italics* with- Inibert, but postponed them 
in favor of a pre -negotiation meeting of advisors 
and assistants. The Embassy believed this 
vacillation incicatec^ perhaps, ::a3inano»s lack of" 
independence. They saw signea that Caajnano was 
vravering and that the other Constitutionalists 
feared to "let him out of their sight." The Embassy 
reported that it would try to split Caamano from 
the extremist elements in his group. 



(;5-LIMDIS-Go 2) Msg, Santo Domingo I663 to 
State, 13II3OZ May 65, JCS IN 58229. (S'-Gp 3) Msg, 
Santo Domingo 1625 to State, 12063OZ May 63s JCS 
IN 56042. (jT-Gp 2) Msg, Santo Domingo I662 to State, 
1306392 May 65, JCS IN 57862. 



[Presumably, a high level US decision was made 
to seek an alternative approach to the Dominican 
crisis, based upon creation of a broadly -based 
civil Ian -dominated government of national concord 
excluding extremes of right and left and built around ^ 
a f igwe acceptable to Juan Bosch. ] For this purpose, 1 
an Americaui agent conferred with 3osch and his close 
friend, Jaime Benltez, Chancellor of the University , 



The American asent v/as identified as Irving 
Davidson, a Latin American Lobbyest. (/-EXDIS) 
Kennedy M. Crockett, Memo for the Record, "Contact 
with Dr. Joaquin Balaguer," 15 May 65, CJCS fUes; 



of Puerto Rico. Bosch agreed that active Communists 
and Trujillistas presented a problem for democratic 
government in the Dominican Republic and that active 
measures, including deportation or exile shoxild ber* 
taken against them by a Constitutionalist government. 
Identification of such persons would be effected by j 
mutual consxiltation {presumably between the US -and 
Domlnicaui Government i. 

. - -I - 

Text is in CKT-EXDIS-Gp l) Msg, State 1153 to ! 
Santo Domingo, 20 May 65, JCS IN 70684. 



13 May 55 At C33O troops from the 82d Airborne Division cleared 
a buil'jing from which Constitutionalist snipers had 
been persistantly firing on US personnel guarding the 
Santo Domingo power plant and nearby areas. General 
Palmer reported i;he Incident 10 CINCLANT, asserting 
that his troops had tehaved correctly, and that it 
was in their terms of reference to go outside the 
perlme::er of the LOC if necessary to eradicate enemy 
fire. He noted that the power plant had been in US 
hands since US troopL arrived and under the terms cf 
z'm ease -fire agreement was recO;PiizeG as within the 
LOC boundary. 
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The Constitutionalists nisputen palmer's claim 
tl".at tl'.e "rcv.'ar z'^znz '/as ir:':l.u.''e''' -.r: trie "safety 

Biinicer that the "highest aathorit:/ v/as greatly con- 
cerned by this contention and v/antec the Ambassador 
to contact the OAS Co:-nmitt<3e iinmec lately to empha- 
size that the US expected the cease-fire agreement 
be fully observed. 



(^Gp 4) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CBJCLA^iT, et_ al . , 
13200OZ P4ay 65, JCS IN-6O389. C^-Gp 3) Msg, Staie 
1004 to. Santo Domingo, 13 May 65, JCS IN 5067I. 



Cease-fire violations continued in Santo Domingo. 
In once Incident, two US Army personnel strayed into 
Constitutionalist territory in a truck and were 
fatally wounded. 

GNR forces, on the other hand, committed a 
serious violation when five ?-51's of the Dominican 
Air Force launched a strafing and rocket attack on 
the main studio and transmitter of Radio Santo 
Domingo , near the western end of the LOC, at 1400. 
US forces, believing thenselves under attack, brought 
down one plane by anti-aircraft fire. US officials 
had no foreknowledge of the attack, and Ambassador 
Bennett protested the violation to the OAS. The Chief 
of Staff of the GNR Air Force, General de los Santos, 
assured US officials that no more air operations would 
be conducted. 

The claim by participating pilots that they 
inflicted "heavy damage" was viewed with skepticism 
by General Palmer, who inspected the target areas 
from an observation post on the LGC. Hov/ever, Radio 
Santo Domingo went off the air at the time of the 
and had not come back on the air as of midnight. 



J^-Gp 3) Msg, Santo Domingo 16/4 to State, 
132145Z May 65, JCS ri 58866. Msg, Gen. Palmer 

to CriCLANT, 140127Z May 65, JCS IN 59155. (^-GP 3; 
Msg, Santo Domingo I69O to State, 140530Z May 65, JCS 
'IN 59611. (-8*-Gp 2) Msg, Santo Domingo I697 to State, 
i4ll30Z May 65, JCS IN 59892. 



The problem of Constitutionalist propaganda 
attacks, cease-fire violations, and conditions in the 
northern sector of Santo Domingo continued to trouble 
j5 planners. Concerned over the possible effects of 
the inflammatory and virulent attacks emanating from 
the Radio Santo Lomin .o, General Palmer suggested 
widening the tOC to s.TTze the Constitutionalist -held 
facility. His suggestion was disapproved by Admiral 
McDonald, Acting Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff. The 
JCS, however, directed CINCLA^JT to prepare a plan, 
including an aopropriate cover ztovy , for sabctaginj;; 
the Constitutionalist medium -^«;ave transmitters in the 
area north of the LOC, assuming "hat the OAS failed 
to neutralize Radio Santo Domingo by political means. 
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;:3^3, General Paine- to ^IIIOLA::?, 1317592. 
Hay 65, JOS IN 5B569, and : 40127'^ May 65, JCS IN 59155- 
('?S-LI>2DIS-Gp 1) Msg, JCS 208C to CII'ICLAt^7, 132311Z 
May 65. 



^^S officials on zhe scene continued to be 
occupied with Consti-sutionalist activities during 
tlie cease-fire. CINCLAMT informed the Chairman, Join- 
Chiefs of Staff, that he agreed with 'Special Ambassador 
Martin that "tying our hand militiarily likely to harm 
GNR while at the sarie time not only uplifting rebel 
morale but also providing them with opportianity to con- 
solidate their strength. The net effect he deduced 
from this was "an ever Increasing deterioration of the 
military situation with no ready political solution in 
sight," CINCLANT considered time working against U3; 
"we are bound to suffer additional casualties and become 
involved in unpleasant incidents." Therefore, he recom- 
mended that the US: 1) wire the LOG and designate a 
specific cross -over point where local police could • 
"recognize known Communists, rebels, criminals, etc"^ 
and 2} capture the Peynado bridge, remove the Consti- 
tutionalist roadblock south of Avenida Teradentes, and 
establish a linkup with the present LOG. CIMCLANT be- 
lieved that such actions could be justified because of 
continued violation of the cease-fire and the need zo 
ensure free access to the ciry north of the Rio Isabella. 
He directed USCOMDOMREP to comment on the proposal and 
prepare plans for the operation. 



05-Gp 4) Msg, CINCLANT to CJCS and USCOMDOMREP, 
I31622Z May 65, JCS IN 53568, CJCS files. 



The three problems of radio propaganda, cease-fire 
violations, and resumptions of normal industrial oper- 
ations in the northern part of Santo Domingo were all 
addressed in a Join;; State/Defense contingency plan 
prepared in Santo Domingo in ansv/er to a request from 
Washington of 12 May. The planners presented In great 
detail the economic Justifications for US action, 
noting that the area around Avenue Maximo Gomez was the 
Industrial heart of the nation. They then recommended 
that the US seek the OAS Commission's approval for the 
operation, which would first extend the LOC to include 
the area around Radi: Santo Domin.-o and then furthert 
extend the ISZ to establish a line of departure for • 
operations to the north to secure the industrial com- 
plexes. The plan also included the capture of the 
Peynado bridge, thus isolating tlie city and cutting the 
Constitutionalists* line of -communication to the 
countrj'-side. The planners noted '3hat the key to the 
operation, and the area of heaviest resistance, would 
be Radio Santo Domingo . They admitted that the 
political consequences of these actions were largely 
Incalculable. v:hether or not the plan should be un- 
ilaterally Implemented without the approval of the OAS 
Commission was a matter for decision in Washington. 



0<rlGp 2) y.s.z, Santo Domingo 1682 to State, 140045Z 



r 
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In response to the State Department request of 
12 May J General Palner and .Embassador Bennett sub- 
mitted to the Eepartment a draft proclamation estab- 
lishing the lAF. It called for a Special Committee 
of the CAS MPIVI to appoint the coTimander and deputy 
cojnmander, v/ho v/o'ild be supported by a staff and would 
exercise operational control over the troops assigned 
to the lAP. 



CaO MS£, Santo Domingo lcS5 to State, 140300Z 
May 65, JCS n 59583. 



A3 directed by the JCS on IS May, CIMCLAin* recom- 
mended procedure3 for logistic support of lAR (PRESS 
AHEAr) forces. Contingent units should deploy to the 
Dominican Republic at once and ha'^e -equipment shoirtages 
filled after they arrived. If, ho';ever, the items 
Involved were essential to the micsion, the units should 
delay deplo'^^nent un"3ll deliv^Dry of th^i itsns in the * 
Dominican Republic -«;as assur^^d. ITS Service counterparts 
would initiate action to fill shortages. 



t^-Gp 3; y^^^i oi:;cL;vi\r to jcc, i3i?ooi: ::ay 65, 
JCS b: 58629. 



The Qiovernr.ents of Costa r.ica and Honduras for- 
r.ally offered conrlngents of 20 and 25C men, respectively 
to t>e lA?. 




C^; Zt:ize Circ 2213, 13 May 



contlnuini- -jonversa-cions v/iC:! a JS representative, 
agreed; I) to seek I'ormer F-esidunt Eala£;uer*G 
support for a provisional ;>overnn'L'jr!t ; 2) to sup- 
port his former Minister of Agricv.lture, Silvestre 
Ar.toiiio C'lJznian :"or Prijsident : anc 3) inc.uii^e 
v/riecher Ealaguer or cne of hLc sur porters woulc 
accept a cabinet post in the new tiovernmenc . 3osch 
also' agreed that the cabinet migiit include a person 
who had a special appeal to the "San Isidro" nlll- 
tary forces . 



Text in (j»e^-EXDI3 -Gp l) KSQ, State 1135 to 
Santo Domingo, 20 May 65, JCS IN 70684, 



14 May 65 Constitutionalist forces made an unsuccessful attack 
on Imbert's troops In the Transportation Battalion 
Headquarters in the northv/est part of the city. Thirty 
two cease-fire violations were reported between 141300Z 
and 15OIOOZ, but there were no US casualties. 



{Jt-Gp 4) Msg, CINCLANT to U3C0MD0MREPj 15l824Z 
May 65, JCS IN 62778. (;!») NMCC GPSUM 113-65, 15 May 
65, 3^4. 

Constitutionalist propaganda attacks over Radio 
Santo Domingo remained a problem. The station, which 
had been silsnced by GNR air attacks the previous day, 
returned to the air from 0845 to 1245. It be^aian broad- 
casting again at 15OC. 

"hr At 1700 the station again v;ent off the air, 
this rafiS? being taiocksd out by Lnbert*s special forces. 



3 

The JCS v/ere also planning operations to destroy' 
Constitutionalist radio propaganda altogether. ' At 
their request, USCOMDOMREP sufcmi-ted a plan for the 
destruction of Conaiitutlonalist radio -.facilities by 
US Special Forces.LL 



J) 



(^-Gp 3) MSG, 2096 tc CCrCLANT, l4l2^8Z Ma:r 

65. (y-Ln'lDIS-Co 1) y:3g, JCS 2110 to CIMCLAKT, l4lo25:: 
May 65. (j»ff-Li:OI£-G:> 2) Msg, U3C0r^0r4H£? to CIMCLANT, 
142055Z May 65, JCS rc 60751. «• Msg, Santo Domingo 
1710 State, 1^233C-:: May 6?, J3Z IN 61327. 



I:-, adciticr. to ::."Le2e pl^r.s f:r ILnitec :L::tion by 
Z^ecLil ?orces, US military o-.:mmai".ders also completed 
aiticr. cn a plan for nore ambitious operatloni in 



northsrr. Santc Tomirs^ fcroes. The JCS having 

ncrrh oi" the LOG, ask-sd' CIMCLr-MT vheoher' it uas the 
plan he v/ished to impiemenc, hovj long it would take 
to begin operations after being ordered to do so, and 
how many Constitutionalist coi,ild be expected to oppose 
it. ^IICCLAWT replied that the plan v:as "generally 
acceptable," could be implemented immediaueiy, and 
v/ould probably be opposed b-'' about 4,000 Constitution- 
alists. 



(/-Gp 4) Msgs, JCS 2111 to C'^CLAITT, I4l7l33 May 
65 and CINCLANT to JCS, l420l62 :!ay 65, JCS BJ 6O87O. 



Within the US Government, work continued on com- 
mand relations of the proposed lAF, The State Depart- 
ment, having received the draft proclamation submitted 
the previous day by General Palmer and .'Imbassador 
Bennett, prepared a revised draft. This revision 
differed from the Bennett -Palmer recommendations in 
the following respects: 1) the commander and deputy 
commander were to bfe "designated by commanders of 
national contingents" and approved by the Special Com- 
mission; 2) the commander and deputy commander should 
not be of the same nationality; and 3) the staff vras 
to include representatives of each member state con- 
tributing forces, apportioned ac:;ordlng. to the size of 
the contingent provided by each state. 



(J8^-Gp 3) Msg, State Clrc 2225, l4 May 65, JCS 
EI 61271. 



Commenting? on the proposed command arrange- 
ments submitted by .imbassador Benr.ett and General 
Palmer on 9 May, the JCS recommenced to the Se ere tar:/ 
of Defense that ever^r attempt shnuld be made to 
structure the force along the fcllowing lines: 1) 
policy guidance should come from the OAS r-IFI-Ij 2) the 
lAF commander should act as .adviaor to the Special 
OAS Cormlssion, and, if a Latin .American, should have 
USCOi-rDOMRE? as his duputy: 3) th-3 Special Comnission 
should be furnished a military lie is on group of from 
three to seven members; 4) the cormanders' staff 
.should be combined staff orGar:l::3Ci along US lines; 
and 7) corjTianders of combined '-^.cir.T-^nent commarids 
should be US officers. (On" 1? Ja:'i the -Assistant Seo 
^■•ef/i::/. told the CJC3 that th- JZl viev;s v/ere con- 
Bid erer. and "sc :'ar a:: politically ::ossible" v/cre 
acoptec in negctlaf-cns . ) 



(^'-Gp 3} JCSM-363-65 to Cecr-ef, "Command Structure 
for Dominican Reoublic - Unified Command Organization 
(U)," 14 Mav 65,^ derived from C^G- 3) JCS 2338/12-3, 
same s-.ibj, 11 May 5:5, JT'I? 912BJ:- (5 May 65). (^-Gp 4) 
Memo, ..£:d/ISA to C JCS , same oubj, 17 Jun 65, end tD 
C^-G- 1st M/I-: of JCS 2338/12-3. same subj, 21 Jim of, 

r.'ZP :i2Q,^ (3 65). 
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CINCL/O'T, U3Cir:C£0, lZX, a.^d the ':3 Cervice Chiefs 
that X- supply ar;ennl2s v/ould fill shortages vrhen 
■:ireoT:cc by JCS on quest o:: cnCLAI.'T. 



(^-Gp ^) Msg, tJCS 2144 to CI2ICLANT, et^ al . , 
142104Z May 65. ' 



The first contingent of the lA?, a 250 -man 
:iond\iran force, consisting of a rifle company, a 
r4? platoon, and a medical section, arrived in the 
Dominican Republic. In the absence of an agreed 
OAS document formally establishins the lAP and de- 
fining command relationships, the Hondurans 
reported to the OAS Commission anc not to USCOMDOM- 
REP. General palmer, who had assumed responsibility 
for performing housekeeping functions for the Latin 
American contingents, bivouacked the Hondurans under 
canvas at San Isldro. 



{Z) Memo, Exec Asst to CNO for Record, 00127-65, 
14 May 65. f^-Gp 4) :visg, USCOrocr-REP to CINCLANT,. 
142311Z May 65, JCS IN 61530. 



Another force entered the political arena v;hen 
the UN Security Council called for a strict cease-fire 
In the Dominican Republic. It also voted unanimously 
to send a fact-finding mission to the scene. Ambassa- 
dor Bennett reported that the UN action had already 
handicapped efforts to reach a political solution; 
Caamano and his associates, had treated the OAS Com- 
mission v/lth arrogance and disrespect, stating that 
their struggle was against American forces and that 
they would negotiate only v;ith the US. As a counter 
to the UN action. Ambassador Bennett said he had 
pressed the OAS Commission withour success to demon- 
strate its ability to handle the situation by taking 
such positive measures as caking over radio stations, 
establishing anns collection points,. and trying to 
form a provisional government independent of the con- 
tendins factions. Adding his opinion to that of 
/jnbassador Bennett, USCOr'rDOMHE? reported that In view? 
of the increased nuir/car of cease -^'ire violations, it 
7/as "increasingly doubtful v:hether OAS Commission can 
affectively carry out its role." 



i^^LITOIG) Msg, Santo Domingo 171C to State, 
142330Z May 65, JCS IN 61327. ('J; '^^^ash Post , 15 May 
65, 1. (S-Gp 2) Msg, Santo Domingo 1720 to State, 
151140::: May 65, JCS 61807. t«^-Gp 4) Msg, USCOM- 
LOI^P. to CINCLAIIT, 142311- May 55, JCS BI 6158O. 



The forces laun^^ried a najor -r.llitary Dffensive to 

clear --he ConstlvUticnalists fro:r. rhe industrial areas 
northeast of the LOC. The reported purpose of the 



orive: to open zhe C^ictoriet: -^n .i allov/ iho .-xjopic 

ohe drive., :\ac r;cou'; "^:,000 rv^oc^.-^ . ::cl-.;'-::;-r the 
■viuarc-^rLiasi^ar and Ti'^nsportation Barracks garrisons, 
a battalion from San Cristobal, and 250 troops sent 
by General ^^essin from San Isidro. Only 700 CNR^ 
troops cav; acLicn during the oaj^, however. 3y nl^.';- 
fall, LTibert's forces had advancec eastv/arc about six 
blocks to Avenlda Maximo Gomez. 



(^-Gp 3) Meg J Cr^LANT to U3CCMD0MHEP, 152332Z 
May 65, " JCS IN 62612-. {J^ NMCC" OPSUM 17 May 

65, I. C^-T.IMDI£) Msg, Santo Domingo 1737 to State, 
16111 9Z May 65, JCS IX 63022. 



In V/ashington the JCS v:ere also occupied^ith the 
problem of the northeastern industrial zone/ Ti], 



\ 



{JS-Gp 3) JCSM-372-65 to SiscDef, "Establishment of 
a New Safety Zone and Reduction of Rebel Strong Points 
in Santo Domingo (U)/'' 15 May 65, derived from C^Gp 3) 
JCS 2338/16, same subj, l4 May 65, JMP 9128. (14 May 65). 



The JCS continued to be concerned ^>rith the problem 
of Constitutionalist radio propai^anda. Noting that SDm3 
Constitutionalist radio facilitios had been destroyed, 
they asked CINCLANT to evaluate "he remaining Constitu- 
tionalist broadcasting capabilitiss and make recommen- 
dations for silencing AM transmission. At the same time 
General Palner reported that he had activated Jamming 
equipment in Santiago as directed by the JCS orl 14 May. 



Mss, USCOr4DOr4REP .to CINCLANT, 151S17Z May 65, 

JCS n: 625^3. («5-Gp 1") r-'sg, JCS 2218 to ce^clant, < 

151715Z May 65. 



•The orsaniiiaticn and develo;j!r.ent of an lAF continued. 
U3 officials were atl'i to sol\e an intra -go vernr.ental 
niii.indersi:anding over intencec procedures for selecting 
zhe LI? commanders, .^bassador Bennett, CU;C1ANT, and 
USCOrDCr-^lE:? objected -:o the 14 May State Department 
draft plan, which they understood called for election 
of the commander and deputy commander by T:he national 
-jcntin^ent commanders. The State Department ^-^eplied "hat 
olecDicn by the conti.igent cornmancers v/as not; intended; 
T^he corjnanders v/oulc oe selected through consultations 
v/ith "he goverrjT.ents ^oncemed, who would then ins true o 



t:heir c orrjT>an tiers how zo vot*^. 'Vh<- St^tc V<^pni't"mont 

arc had j.r.ccrun vor. US niissJ.ons In ■.:he ••.-■jMin tries con- 
cerned to IniSiace ^appropriate consultations. 



'i^-LIMDIS-Gp 4; /.s^, CD:CLAMT to JCS, 1?20242 
May 65, JCS IN 62520, (la'-Gp 2) Msg, Santo Domingo 
1717. to State, 150445Z May 65, JCS LN 61288. (^-Gp 3) 
Msg, USCOmOMREP to CINCLAMT, 1505152 May 65, JCS IN 
61886. (^-Gp 3) Msgj State Circ 2232, 15 May 65, JCS 
EI 62766. (i-Gc- 3) Mag, State I665 to Hio 6e Janeiro, 
15 May 65, JCS bj 62767. (JZr-Gp 3} Msg, State 1015 to 
Santo Domingo, 15 May 65, JCS IN 6276O. 



The State Departneht also Informed Ambassador 
Bennett that the lADB^s advice to the OAS (see 13 May) 
was not consistent with the Department's instructions 
concerning the composition of the lAP (see l4 May). 
Therefore, the Ambassador should "indicate" that the 
Commander Inter -American Force might find the lADB 
paper useful but that the agreement v;orked out v/ith 
the contributing coun:;ries and the OAS Committee would 
be the governing document. 



{/f-Gp 3) Msg, State 10^5 to Santo Domingo, 15 Hay 
65, JCS IN 61738. (For JCS comments see 21 May 65.) 



Meanwhile nev: contingents for the lAF, a Nicaraguan 
rifle company of I66 officers and men and a Costa Rican 
Civil Guard platoon of 21 officers and men, landed In 
the Dominican Republic. 



(>?) ivAOC cps™, ii4-65i 17 r-:ay 65. 



V.'hile drav/ing up contingency plans for further 
military action and organi^inc the lAF, the US continued 
diplomatic efforts to form a compromise government in 
Santo Domingo. Presidential Assistant McGeorge Bundy, 
and Deputy Secretary of Defense Vance v/ent to Puerto 
Rico to consult vfith Juan Bosch and Silvestre Guzman. 
The t%'c Dominicans agreed to accept a provisional govern- 
ment led by Guzman with a cabinet min?ster proposed by 
the G2TR (preferably a civilian) and an Armed Forces 
Minister mutually satisfactory to the GNR and Constitu- 
tionalists. They als 5 agreed to the internment or 
deportation of Communists and Tru Jillistas , but sug- 
gested that this might have "practical disadvantages." 



(»Cr-LIMDIS-Gp 1) Msg, State 1153 to Santo Domingo, 
20 May 65, JCS n: 70634. 



the ssune tir»e. Under i^ecretary of State Thomas 
ICann 3.r.c Assistant Secretary'' of State Jack Vaughn 



arrlvor in Z ?.n t Port; J ;^ :\-r. . ■ ! : * r; . ■* i ; i v i r. I . vin .1 



(^-LHjID IS -Go 2) Mag. Santo Domingo 1756 to Staue, 
172040Z May 65, JCS HI 64571. 



A further action complicatlns the political 
situation was the arrival 6t the 'JIT advance group, 
headed by the Indian Major General Rllchye. />j:ibassador 
Bennett reported that the OAS Commission, stung by the 
UN action of l4 May and. the rebuff it received at 
Constitutionalist headquarters, was making plana to 
return to v/ashington. 

Summing up the situation for the President, 
Ambassador Bennett reported that nany observers con- 
sidered each day of military Inaccivity a day of 
political gain for the Constitutionalists v/ho, grov/ing 
stronger, would eventually spread the revolt to the 
countryside. Ke commented on the GNR offensive begun 
that morning and concluded: 

Informed Dominicans and Americans are 
convinced no negotiated settlement is 
possible in absence militar?/ pressure , 
considering any negotiations as matters 
now stand can only be on rebel terms, 
simply delaying and maVclng more diffi- 
cult final confrontation. Perhaps to- 
day's action in northern part of city 
will weaken their [Constitutionalist J 
Intransigence • 



(^-Gp 2) Msg, Santo Domingo 1730 to State, 
I6OOI5Z May 65s JCS DI 62557. C^-LE'IDIS) Msg, 
Santo Domingo 1737 to State, 161II9Z iMay 65, JCS 

n; 63022. 



16 May 65 Imbert's troops resumed the offensive north of the 
LOG, attacking v/lth a force numbering about 700 men 
supported by armored vehicles. By noon, they had 
reached their stated objective, Cille Maria Montez. ' 
According to Lmbert's reports, hi3 forces hac lost 
only 3 killed and 10 wounded, while Constitutionalist 
casualties numbered 200 killed and 350 prisoners. 



US'Gp 2) Msg, Santo Domingo 17^6 to State, 
I62350Z May 65, JCS IN 63^87. 



^arlio Santo Do.uingo cegan broadcasting at 0115, 
but v-as jammed 6fT~z?.e air at 1133. U£CCmOM.^P, in 
response to the JCS request of 15 May, submitted a 



list 01" all ConsT.iturlonalls- or^rz.ccasz r.icilltles' 
'.cr.ovrn exisr rth :f" cine LOC -irri conol.iced that 
al choagr. z:\q Consisl-uclonalists :juld broadcast on 
a llnired basis j USCOl'IDCMRE? coulc jam this broad- 
casting v:ith available equipment. V/hen the trans- 
mitters: had been positively located, appropriate 
:ian3 z'or their ceSwruction would "be prepared and 
Submitted to CINCLAliT. The plana could be implemenved 
if Jamming proved inadequate. 



i^-Op 3) MS£, CINCLANT to UiCOmOMRE?, 170157Z 
May 65/ JCS IN 63503. (T^-LIMDI3-Gp 3) ^Msg, JSCOM- 
DOmE? to CINCLAT^T, 162135Z May 63, JCS IK 63398. 




iJ^-IXDlS) Msg, Santo Domingo 1752 to State, 
170605Z May 65, JCS IN 64194. 



I 
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(JS) Msg, Santo Domliigo 1753 to State, 171135Z 
May 65 i JCS IN 63756. 



Summing up the day's political development for- 
the President, Bundy concluded: 



r43g, Santo Domingo 1752 to Sta.e, 17O605Z 
May 65, JCS IN 64194, 



The GNR offensive against Constitutionalist forces 
north of the LOC continued against stiffening resist - 
suice. Dwing the day Imbert's force, mjimberlng 1,200 
men and 12 tanks, had consolidated its positions of 
the previous day running generally north *and south 
along Calle Maria Montez. tJSCOMDOMREP estijna::ed the 
stren^ith of the Constitutionalist forces in the area 
a.z 850-1,000 men. 

General Palmer reported that the GllR attack south- 
eastward might endanger US troops guarding the northern 
tDrder of the ISZ and the LOC. Therefore, he hac' 
authorlz2d US vehicular patrols to remain near the C-NK 
south flank and report Imbert's position. He v:as 
-ryin: to do this unobtrusively to avoid any identlfl- 
C5.tion v:ith the GNR forces. 

Th3 usual Ccns t ir/at ion alls t s.'.ipin,^ at j5 troo^rs 
contlnusd d\;irlng the cay, and a Cor.stitutlonalist: 
tank -"ired on a 82d Airborne Division position. It 
v;as silsnced by lC6-inr. recoiless rifle fire. 





wiat «he US talcs lirxieciate uinilat;eral military' action ■ 
to reduce the Constitutionalists stronghold in norther:^ 
Santo romlngo, thereby consolidating recent GNR gains, 
confining the Cor.stltutionalist ';o one small sector of 
the city, and recucin^^ their ability to carry the 
revolution to. the countryside. 



C^Gp 3) JCSM 37'^'65 to SecDef, "Military Con- 
siderations Relative to Conduct of Operations by USCOM 
DOMREP (U)," derived from (iJ-Cp 3) JCS 2338/17, same 
subj, 17 May 65, Jl.lF 9128.4 (14 May 65). (For SecDef 
reply see 21 May 65.) 



In order to meet the objections expressed by 
Ambassador Bennett, CINCLAMT, and USCOt/irOMREP on 15 
May, the State Department amended the draft act 
establishing the lAF to speclf^r that the conanander 
and deputy commander -.vould be designated by the com- 
manders of the national contingents upon instructions 
of their respective governments. 



(^-Gp 3) Msg, State Clrc 2245, 17 May 65, 
JCS IN 65050. 



US officials reported several incidents, however, 
that cast doubts on the effectiveness of any such inter 
American peace keeping force. General Palmer reported 
that the OAS Commission "got cold feet" and refused to 
approve the planned use of Latin American contingents 
on international MP patrols in the IS2. Ambassador 
Bennett was able to obtain the Corjnission 's consent 
to moving the Latin American troops into the ISZ, but 
the Commission refused to list duties for the 'troops 
in spite of Secretary Mora's desire to have these units 
engaged in "safe and highly visible activity." General 
Palmer reported that the Latin American contingents 
were aager to be employed in an active role, but a role 
that v/as purely security and rjomanitarian in nature. ■ 
The Latin commanders had stated that they did not come 
to Santo Domingo to fight. Palmer concluded that, 
''this is an understandable but rather curious view and 
makes n-.e wonder whether a truly effective lAP can be 
established." 



-i^-Gp 3) Msg, uscomdo?to::p to CII-ICLANT, 1S0248Z 
May 63, JCS IN 6^380. (^Gp 3) M£5> Santo Domingo 
1766 to State, 1803^02 May 65, JCS IN 65003. 



As Latin American coriLingen-^a began criclcling 
in for the lA?, US force levels ir. the Dominican 
Republic reached their peak strenjith, as follov/s: 

'JS Army 

lie USCCMTOr^? 317 

32d Abr- Div (93n; 3,650 

Non -Divisional Troops 4, 922 

Total US Army- 14,889 . " • 

USMC 

4th MEB Ashore 6,049 
Afloat 1, 909 

Total USMC 7,958 

USAF 

m CTF 121 (Advon) 137 

507th TAG Cont Gp and 864 

Supporting Units 

Total USAF 1,001 

MAAG 4i. iii. 

TOTALS 23,889 



(Sff) NMCC OPSUI'l 114-65, 17 'May 65, 3. (S) 
DomRep Data, P II-2-1. 




1 ^'^ 




V • . idl in spite, of 

efforts of Secretary Mann and Ambassador Bennett' to 

persuade it to remain, departed for Washington in 

the evening. 



(-er-Gp 3) Mss, Santo Domingo 1766 ^0 State, 
1803402: May 65, JCS IM 65OO3. (-i^ Msg, Santo 
Domingo 1770 to State, 181125^ May 65, JCS IN 65412. 



The US registered one diplomatic success during 
the day. USC0MD0MR2P reported that he and Ambassador 
Bennett had met with General lUlchye and his UN 
Observation Team, that the m: official had been 
"completely uninformed on the US side of the story." 
After discussions kz USCCyiDCrC"lEP Headquarters, Hikhye 
had commented favorably on the US modus operg.ndi 
during the cease-fire. General Rikhye also discussed 
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the lAF an^:' agreed wi-h the US pir.ns for the 
emplo'/r.ent of that in verrjat'ional fore*:;. 



3) Msg,, USCOMDOI^iRE? to CINCLANT, 
l8C243z May 65, JCS T'J 64880. . . 



May 65 Imbert's forces continued their attack north of the 
LOG, reaching a general line extending from Peynaco 
bridge southward alon^ Avenida Maximo^ Gomez to the 
-cemetaryj then ftast lO^blocks to Avenida Manuel . 
Ubaldo Gomez an J south to Ayenlda San Martin,- about 
one block v/est of Radio Santo DOTningo. 



(^-EXDIS-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOr^REP to CINCLi\NT, 
19061OZ May 65, JCS IN 66733. 



Meanwhile the Director, USIA, reported to the . 
President that the USIA -controlled stations were 
dominant throughout the country. The Constitution- 
alist broadcast output had been reduced to a weak 
signal, apparently from makeshift facilities, heard 
only sporadically, and then only in a small area of 
the city. The USIA now controlled four stations in 
Santo Domingo, which broadcast news, public service 
announcements, and Alliance for Progress programs 
24 hours a day. Rowan noted that US broadcasts 
enjoyed a Dominican audience of all political lean- 
ings. Further, he reported that V.'essin and Imbert's 
stations had improved their broadcasting, tempering 
their emotional attacks and appealing for an end to 
the fighting. 



(ja^ Memo, Director, USIA, to the President, 
"psychological Situation Report Dominican Republic," 
18 May 65, CJCS files. 



In an effort to break the growing stalemate be- 
tween the two Dominican factions, senior US officials 
in Santo Domingo — Bundy, Mann, Vance,. Palmer, Bennett, 
and Martin — proposed a series of US military actions. 
They suggested that wi.th the approval of the OAS and 
the Dominican factions, the US should physically < 
impose its forces betv/een the belligerents in the 
northern sector of the city, thereby: l) demon- 
strating that the US t/as trul:/ neutral, humanitarian, 
and desirous of a cease-fire; 2) enabling the US to 
prevent a dlsruntion of negotiations by renewed 
fighting; and 3^ reducing pressure for UN involvement 
by denonstrating that the OAS, through its member the 
US, was acting effectively. They outlined a r.ilitary 
plan that envisaged the imposition of US troops along 
a north -south corridor roughly p£.rallelling the 
present position of the opposing Dominican forces. 

General Pal.r.er admitted that the nlan -A-as ''rlsloj/' 
•tjspecrlally If the GMH demurred-. >:3vertheless , it could 
be done, and it v;ould effectively seal the Constitu- 
tionalists in one sec-or of the city. 
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?cllov/ing the brcakdov.Ti In negotiations, Secre- ^ 
tary I4ann and Special Ambassador Kartin left for 
V/ashlngton . 



(^-EXDIS-Gp 2) Msg, Santc Dor-ingc 1778 to State, 
I82055Z May 65, JCS BI 66138. (/) Msg, Santo Domlnso 
1797 State. 191155- May 65, JCS TI 6715I. 
{ir-EXDIS-Gp 2) Msg, Santo Domingo l804 to State, 
I91605Z May 65, JCS IN 67429- 



In an. effort to bring the Latin" ;jner lean con-" 
-ingents of the lA? into action as soon as possible, 
the Tjs Embassy presen-ed to Secratarjr General Mora a^ 
draft r.emorandixn of understand ins covering interim 
arrangements pending formal establishment of the lAF. 
The nemcrandum, v/hich was to 'ce nigned by Mora and the 
national contingent c ^mmanc'crs , called for Latin 
teerican contingents ~o perform security and human- 
itarian missions within the IS2. V/hen necessary, these 
contingents would work with US units to v/hich they 
would assign liaison officers. Command of the Latin^ 
American contingents would remain with their national 
commancers; operational guidance v.'ould oe channelled 
as far as practicable through the OAS Secretariat. 

Mora approved uhe draft nemorandum and was pre- 
pared to present it for signing to national commanders 



but I'.ic ot:t'^- ."^ctJiii'lmonl , .-on:: I ''«:r i m^.-; i..ir I.)im<» 
inappi-'oprlate Tor I'rcitln:^ •■"i ;:rov ' si onal iAX*', 
ordei^cc ;\nba3Gac5or Benneut n^c t.: si.^r. the agree- 
ment . 



(J^-Gp 3) MsSi Canto Dominco I'^SO to State, 
132130:: May 65, JCS IN 66350. ie^j Msg, State 1109 
to Santo Domingo, I8 May 65, JCS 6b677. 



US officials wer9_ apparently concerned V7ith the 
question of US troop v/ithdravrals to match lA? troop 
arrivals. Bundy, Vance, Bennett, and Palmer recom- 
mended against such a parity arrangement and suggested 
to the President that he announce: his appreciation 
for the arrival of the Latin American troops; his hope 
for the early arrival of more; his expectation that an 
agreement v/ould be reached to permit their use in all 
areas; and his intention to v/ithdraw a US Marine 
battalion as soon as these things were achieved. The 
four US officials agrsed that sucii an announcement, 
as distinct from any action, would "slightly improve 
basic atmosphere for negotiations." 



C^LITdlS-Gp 2) Ms§, Santo Domingo 1790 to State, 
1904002 May 65, JCS HH 66490. 



The UN's presence in the Dominican Republic 
became official when Antonio Mayobre, special repre- 
sentative to the Secretary General of the UII, arrived 
in Santo Domingo. He told Secretary, General Mora 
that his mission was merely ro observe and report on 
the Dominican crisis. He noted that a cease-fire was 
of the first Importance, and found It difficult to 
understand why the US with its preponderence of force 
could not stop Dominicans from srvooting one another. 
Kayobre also observed that the US position was very 
vulnerable because it seemed to favor Imbert. 



V«r-iiXDIS-Gp 3) Msg, Santo Domingo 1777 to State, 
182050:: May 65, JCS O 66O59. 



19 May 65 GHR forces captured Radio Santtp r^opingq and continue^ 

their advance eastv/arc . Late in tne aiternoon. Consti- 
tutionalist forces provoked a three -v/ay fight with US 
paratroopers in the LOG and Imbert 's forces in the 
::avion£,l Pg.lace. 'Tv/c Constitutior.alist leaders, Bosch 
protege Colonel Rafael Pemanrez ?ominque2 and the 
Communist leader Juan Miguel Roman, vrere killed.. In 
another incident, one US Marine v/as killed and another 
woiindec when they inadvertently drove their jeep inuo 
the Constitutionalist zone. 



(^-l£Xri£-Gp 2) ?':sgj 3am:o Dor.iingo I805 to Stata, 
1916203 May 65, JCS IM 67506. {X) NI'ICC OPSUi^ 117 -o5.. 
26 May 65, 1. 




'/anco rind 3undy, alorifj: •■'If-ii .iu- \i:;pn:'.:;.!iioi* 
•?.rc USCOMP^HRl--?, i-'epoi'ted t-'v 0;;K wa.- 

" 3o-nev;>-.at flushed -/itli succecc," .rifJ cl'iac :::ioy 
v.'ere concerned over r:nberT:'s incr'-uasiriv: intransi- 
gence i-esulrins from :iis recent victories. They 
proposed a rr.odif ica-ion of their l3 May plan for 
U5 rnilltary interposition beT;v;een the roninicar 
factions; a mocif icaT:ion thar v/ould cehy IrAbert 
the territory east of a line running alon^ Avenue 
Duarte between the Rio Isabella on the north and 
the Hlo Ozama on the east. 

CINCLANT informed' the JCS that he objected 
to the plan because it could result in US forces 
having to fight both factions. He added that 
the Constitutionalist group was controlled by 
"about 60 hard-core Communist leaders, and that 
they had killed 18 US troops and v/ounded 96 others.. 
Since US v:as dedicated to forestalling the instal- * 
lation of a Communist controlled or influenced 
government in Santo Domingo, it should ' stay quiet 
where we are now and let the Loyalist junta forces 
continue present action until rebels are defeated. 

CJCS replied that he agreed with CBTCLANT 
about the disadvantages to the proposed plan. He 
continued, however: "on balance, the JCS consider 
that the governing factors In this chaotic 
situation are largely political rather than mili- 
tary." 

3y evening, hovfever, the US plan was again no 
longer feasible because the OUR forces had ad- 
vanced ut) to the oroposed interposition line in 
some olaces. Although USCOMDOMRE? had agreed v/ith 
Vance* and Bandy on the feasibility of the proposed 
plan in the event negotiations failed, he later 
informed CINCLANT that it was "no longer regarded 
as a desirable or feasible course of action. He • 
added "I breathed a sigh of relief, as we could 
visualize a situation where our troops were the 
ham in the sandwich 



(^-EXDIS-Gp 2) iMsg, Santo Domingo I8O5 to State, 
1916202 May 65, JCS I^I 67506. (^S-iXDIS-Gp 4) Kss> 
CINCLANT to JCS, 192338Z T'^ay 65, JCS IN 68099. ^ 
C#-EXDIS-Gp 3) Msg, JCS 2484 to CINCLAKT, 201d362 
May 65, (jar-'J:XDIS-Gp 3) Msg, USCOmOMREP to CINCLANT, 
2008002 May 65, JCS IN 68615. 



V'-mce, Bundy, Palmer, and Bennett also -vanted 
to persuade L^ibert to surrender nhe nsv/ly -captured 
Hadic Z-xr.to Domingo ::o the 0;\3 and Secretary y.ora to 
accent it. In the opinion •?f the four jV-nerican 
officials, "nothing could do r>ore to move us for^'/arc 
here than a strong .^adio that ::ells truth and 
preaches peace and national concord." If the^^CAS 
refused to accept the offer, the four added, "they 
deserve to suffer UN interference and all other 
woes . " 



C^-EXDI3-Go 2) r.sg, 3?.rto roTiingo I8OI to Stare, 
May 65, JCS 31 67^01. 
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(ae-EXDIS-Gp 2) Hsg, Santo Doinin£o 1798 tc 
State, 191^002 May 65, JCS DI 67273. 



c 




(-C'-EXCIS) Msg, Santo Domingo I83O to State, 
2OO63OZ May 65, JCS HI 68533. 



In Washington, the special five -man OAS Peace 
Commission reported that it had achieved its priiriary 
mission of arranging a cease-fire, overseeing 
evacuation of civilians, and arranging for emersency 
food and medical supplies. A four-man majority con- 
cluded that the Committee's mission was over and 
recommended the appointment of a single represent- 
ative to act in accordance with any OAS resolutions 
calling for further action. The Commission majority 
said that the presence of UN observers had inter- 
fered with the Committee *3 mission and recommended 
that the OAS request t;he Ull to withdraw. Finally, 
it recommenried that- the CAS refrain from "forming a 
Dominican government as distinct from seeking a 
return to peace and normality." The Panamanian 
member filed a mlno^^ity report disagreeing with this 
last point and also opposing dissolution of the Com- 
mittee and its replacement by a single representative. 



(U) Wash Pest , 20 May 65, 1. 



71 



advance in northern 3anto Dominso". Imberfs 
forces now controlled the whole area west of 
Avenue Duarte, just five blocks short of the Rio 
Ozama. Meanwhile, zhe International Red Cross 
and the V/orld Health Organization proposed a 
2i^-hour cease-fire beginning at 1200 on 21 May 
to allow for the removal of dead and wounded from 
the battle area. The truce, negotiated by 
representatives iMayobre and Rikhye, was signed 
by both Imbert and Caamano. 



(^) Msg, Santo Domingo 1846 to State, 
2100302 May 63, JCS IN 69833, 



The US continued to work on the difficult 
problem of organizing the lA?, The JCS advised 
5!?®.^®?^^^^^ Defense that they still supported 
their 14 May view on lAF organization, command 
arrangements, and force structure, but in view of 

Jritent to name a Brazilian as commander, the 
JCS consider it vital" that the US name the 
deputy. The deputy should ooerate in a dual 
capacity: internationally he should exercise 
considerable Inriuence" on the Commander to direct 
operations that would further US objectives; 
nationally, he should have the flexibility neces- 
sary to allow US unilateral action if required 
The JCS added that "it is of paramount importance" 
that the US maintian "sufficient flexibility" to 
permit unilateral US military action, using other 
than lAF committed forces. 

The JCS concluded that the size and exact 
composition of lAP forces could not be assessed 
until the Latin American contributions were oper- 
ationally effective. Moreover, the US should 
resist pressure to reduce its forces --pressure 
that was bound to increase as the Latin :1merlcans 
arrived --until the lAF v/as fully capable nf carry- 
ing out its mission without these US forces 



C«^Gp 4) JCSM 393-65 to SecDef, "Consider- 
ations Relative to the Establishment of an Inter-- 
American Force in the Dominican Republic (u)/' 
^^Jl^^.P' derived from f^-Gp 4) jcS 2338/19, same 
subj, 18 May 65, JM? 9128.4 (18 May 65). (^or 
SecDef reply see 2 Jun 65.) 



The JCS also recommended to the Secreta-^'"' o^ 
Defense that the OAS should finance the transport- 
ation and soft gcods costs of the Latin American 
contingents. If that proved impossible, the JCS 
suggested that the costs should.be underwritten 
by AID and the President's Special Contingency 
Fund, not by MAP. 




TO 



zhe I A? had been laace is of 1 66. Cn ^"^ Jui 
65, the Administrator, AID, informed the Deputy 
SecDef that the financing would not be decided*^ 
"pending interpretation of the Pulbright amend- 
ment arc other eleiiienT:s of foreigr. assistance." 

Ltr, Adm, AIi; to Dep SecDef, o Jul 65, end 
to (C-C-p 4) JCS 2338/31, "Es-ima^e for FY I966 to 
Support ah Inter -American Force (U)/' 16 Jul 65, 
JMP 9128.4 (9 Jul 65), , ^ 



Meanwhile, the Nicaraguan and Honduran units 
were deployed in the IS2 in anticipation of agree- 
ment on their mission by OAS authorities. 



{'^ NMCC OPSUM 118-65, 21 May 63, 1. 



The OAS, however, was more ir.imed lately con- 
cerned with establishing a permanent cease-fire. 
The OAS accepted the recommendations made the pre- 
vious day by its Special Commission and named 
Secretary General Mora to succeed the Commission 
as its representative in the Dominican Republic. 
Mora was specifically Instructed to negotiate a 
strict cease-fire In accordance with the Act of 
Santo Domingo, to provide his good offices to 
both Sides In seeking a settlement, and to 
coordinate these activities with the UN repre- 
sentatives In Santo Domingo. 



(U) Dept of State Bulletin , LII, 1354, 
(7 Jun 65), 912. 



Hope for a permanent cease-fire and settle- 
ment of the crisis appeared dim, however, with 
Imbert proving increasingly intransigent. Imbert 
denied to the press any movement toward a coalition 
government with the Constitutionalists, claiming' 
that the GNR represented "total reconstruction of 
economic and political systems" and claimed to have 
proof of Communist support for the Constitutionalist 
cause . 



(jT) Msg, Santo Domingo 1846 to State, 210030Z 
May 65, JCS IN 69833. 



The 24-hour cease-fire, in which, Ambassador Bennett 
reported, ''OAS unfortunately played no role," went 
into effect at 1200. Despite* scattered firing, the 
UN team pronounced the truce effective. 

The cease-fire marked the beginning of a nev/ 
phase in the Dominican crisis. LTibert's forces had 
successfully swept zhe area north of the LOG as far 
as the Hio Ozama, and with one exception, the 
opposing Dominican factions v/ere now left in to areas 
separated by US forces in the LCC and the IZZ. The. 
•except i3« we-s ti^ National reia-c^, trelT: ^ 2fO 
Loyalist troops, dee? in Constitu-ionalist t-arritory. 
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Sccrctrxvy umdv ^\.'^c\r t.hni, ;::io U:; "kx:; -^' I.-.m'- 

minod to ex(jr(!j.r^n th.uJ f.nnUr"! wlirri he lull I::!)!*!.)- 
that the Loyalicls would nnv. be |>' fiM.I t;t-..Mi i..: ril.l;:irl.* 
the Constitutionalinti "(iithtir b^^ land or :;.en . " 

The OAS tried to build on ti\e successful 
cease-fire. It called on the Domini can factioi^s 
to convert the 24-hour truce into a permanent 
c<?ase-fire in accordance v?ith the Act of'Sarto 
Domin^^c. Secretary Mora was instructed to coi::- 
munlcate the text of the OAS resolution to the 
Dominicans and "to do ever:,''thlng possible to 
accomplish its objectives." 



(ja^ risss, Ssnto Domingo I878 to State, 220015:1 
May 65, JCS IM 71638 and Santo Doninso l395 to ;:tate, 
221045Z May 65, JCS r\ 72268. (7'- Dept of State 
Bulletin , LII, 135^ (7 Jun 65), 913- 



In spite of the success of the cease-fire, a 
political solution to the crisis seemed farther 
axvay than ever. Imbert refused to enter into ?.n 
agreement v/ith the Constitutionalists or to return 
to the 1963 Constitution. Ambassador Bennett re- 
ported that v;hile the Constitutionalists put on a 

brave but conciliatory and uncertain front," Imbert 
refused to extend the cease-fire, and rejected any 
agreement with the Constitutionalists. Imbert did, 
however, agree to turn Radio Santo Dqmin go over to 
the OAS. (See, however, item of 27 May. J 



• {/) Msg, Santo Domingo 1803 to State, 2210452: 
May 65, JCS IN 72268. CaT-EXDIS-Gp 2) Santo Domingo 
1881 to State, 220140Z May 65, JCS IN 71719. 



Meanwhile, the Secretary of Defense informed 
the CJCS that the JCS recommendations of 15 and 17 ^'lay 
for unilateral US military action to seize the Con- 
stitutionalist-controlled industrial area north of 
the LOG were being held in abeyance. (An ex . post 
facto memorandum, since the GNR had been In control 
of the whole area since 1200.) 



(^) Memo, SecDef to CJCS, "Military Consider- 
ation Relative to Conduct of Ooerations by USCOMDOM- 
RE? (U)," 21 May 65, attached to (^-Gp 3) JCS 2338/16-1, 
same sub J, 25 May 65, JT'IP 9128.4 (14 May 65). 



The JCS recommended that the CJCS discuss with 
OSD and State the 15 May State Department message to 
Ambassador Bennett that challenged the advice of the 
lADB and did not "reflect any coordination with the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff." The JCS noted that the lADB 
had acted with dispatch and at the request of 
recognized authority to produce advice that :vas 
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^in^hamony" v/ic:; JZZ views. The -..icidv'" :hcit 
to iOrego Che IADS advice v/ouid lose needod 
support for the US. They suggested using the 
lADB action "as a springboard for appropriate U3 
activity." [CJCS action on this recommendation 
is not reflected in available records.] 



Cer-Gp 4) JCS 2333/20, "OAS/IADB Collaboration 
on the Intra -American Force (U)," 19 MaV 65, 
JI^ 9128.4 (19. May 65).* - 0^ 



14ay 65 The cease-fire proved generally effective, and 

General Palmer reported the quietest 24-hour oeriod 
since he had arrived in Santo Domingo. During *the 
morning Imbert rejected a Red Cross appeal for a 
second 24-hour truce, but he did promise to abstain 
from Initiating operations while peace talks begun 
by OAS Secretary General Mora continued. After the 
expiration of the agreed truce at 1200 hours, 
however. Constitutionalist violations increased, and 
the GNR forces began mop -up operations in the 
northern sector of the city. 

General Palmer reported to CINCL^WT and CJCS 
that the Constitutionalists had initiated 34 armed 
attacks resulting in 6 US wounded in the first 
post-cease -fire hours. He noted that these attacka-- 
came at a time when the cease-fire had been "accepted 
and extended" by the Loyalists and were a "deliber- 
ately planned, premeditated rupture" of the cease- 
flre. He had urged Ambassador' Bennett to protest to 
the OAS and the UN representatives and warned that 
despite the "sensitive and important negotiations" 
in progress, he could not allow his troops to suffer 
such attacks indefinitely. He -ecommended that CJCS. 
and CINCLANT inform the Secretary of Defense and the 
JCS of the danger and suggested that Caamano be 
warned of possible US retaliation. 

Fighting in the city ceased at I8OO hours, the 
Loyalists claiming that all Constitutionalist re- 
sistance in the northern area had been overcome. In 
a related move, USCOWDOI'IREP, with OAS approval, per- 
mitted two defecting Constitutionalist units to cross: 
the ISZ after their arms had been confiscated. 



Ca^EXDIS-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMR£P to CINCLANT, 
2305302 Kay 65, JCS IN 73218. C^-Gp 3) Msg, State 
Circ 2324, 22 Kay 65, JCS IK -^3546. (S) Msgs, USCGM- 
DOIffiEP to CINCLAXT, 2306592 May 65 and 22063OZ May 65. 

NMCC CPSUI4 120-65, 24 May 65, 1. 

■ 

The UN Security Council approved a 7rench reso- 
lution calling for a permanent cease-fire in the 
Dominiaan Republic, , At the same neeting, the Security 
Council rejected r.ew Soviet demands for a condemnation 
of US intervention and for immediate v/ithdrawal of US 
troops . 



(U) :nr Times , 25 May 65, 1. 
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?oret$p^ Ministers approyer* a i-eaoIucton nvquc;;t:in- 
Brazil to name a commander of the lA? and the US ^ 
to designate a deputy commander. The resolution 
directed Secret ainr General Mora tc organize the 
force as outlined in the 6 May resolution and * 
suggested the establishment of a corailttee 
study the functioning and maintenance of the lAP. 



Bulletin , LII, 135^, 
(7 Jun 65), 913. ~ 



Secretary Vance and General Palmer infonned 
the CJCS, that "from the military standooint" they 
believed that the one US Marine 3LT (1,S00 men) 
then afloat off the Dominican Republic could be 
withdrawn immediately and that a second Marine BLT 
(1,700 men) could at least be withdrawn to ships 
offshore when the Brazilian lAP contingent arrived. 



C^-EXDIS) Msg, Santo Domingo I916 to State, 
230140Z May 65, JCS IN 73023, 

23 May 65 General Palmer reported a generally quiet citv. 

US troops were avoiding confrontation with Constitu- 
tionalist forces near the LOG and were returning 
fire only in the case of major attacks in order to 
avoid any distorted picture" being presented to the 
OAS or the UN representatives. Palmer had denied 
Constitutionalist charges of US advances into their 
territory, and had so informed the UN. 

Meanwhile, chances of a cease-fire Improved. 
Secretary Mora met v;ith Caamano v/ho agreed to accent 
a cease -fire, and Imbert was reported willing to * 
refrain from initiating any military actions. Late 
In the day Mora xms able to announce the establish- 
ment of an Informal cease-fire. 



«>.^,.«i^'^^^5~^P 3) Msg, USCOMDOr/IREP to CINCLANT, 
I^O^OOZ May 65, JCS IN 73802. (u) v;ash Post , 2U May 



Hadio Santo Domii-igo returned to the air, and 
Imbert made a 15 -minute address to the nation, 
denying any dictatorial aspirations and soliciting 
support, especially from the Dominican youth, for 
himself and his "provisional and transitory GNR." 



(U) Msg, Santo Domingo 19^7 to State, 2i;0130Z 
May 65, JCS IN 73715. 

Secretary I'ora and the commanders of the con- 
-tlngenta contributed by ^ra^il, Costa flit:^, Huii'duvaj , 
^^lcaragua, and the US signed an act formally 
estal>Tlshlng the lAP. The lA? was constituted as a 
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The cornmandei? v-'ould exercise o:>yrntional control 
over the force; comnand, I'jns op-irational control 
over, the national contingents^ would ..remain with 
the national commanders. The commander would also 
issue ?orce regulations and establish a table of 
organization and a chain of command. The staff 
would include representatives of each member state- 
contributing forces, apportioned according to the 
size of the contribution.. In accordance with the 
OAS resolution of 22 May, Brazil named General 
Hugo Panasco Alvim as force commander, and the US 
named General Palmer as deputy commander. 



Unclassified text in C3«0 DonRep Data, IV, 

1-4. 



The Brazilian contingent vras authorized tc 
proceed to the Dominican Republic, and the JCS 
directed CBICSTRIKE to provide criCLAIIT the 
tactical airlift required to move this contin- 
gent. The Brazilian advance military element 
(23 personnel) arrived In Santo Domingo at l300. 



(^Gp h) Msg, JCS 2675 to cs;^, ejt al., 
232359Z May 65. (/) Telecon item, imCC to V/hlte 
House, 2401562 May 05. 



24 May 65 US technlcans stopped jamming the Constitutionalist 



broadcasting facilities at 1200, and immediately the 
Caamano government returned to the air over a "Radio 
Santo Domingo." The. official Radio Santo Doming, 
meauiwhlle, continued operating under GNR control. 

There was no significant military, activity during 

the day. The lAF, however, initiated operations with 

three-man police teams patrolling the LOG and ISZ from J 
the Duarte Bridge to the Embajador Hotel. Each team . 
consisted of a soldier from the US, Nicaragua, and ; : 

Costa Rica. • 



{Ji) Resume of Significant Intelligence Relating 
to the DOl^REP, 25 May 65, CJCS files. («3") NI4CC 
OPSUM 121-65, 25 May 65, 1. 



In anticioation of the Latin American buildup 
in the lAP, the JCS asked CIKCLAKT and COMDOMRZ? tc 
submit their views on the withdra-val of US forces, 
using as a guideline the withdrawal of up to 10,000 
troops over the next 10 days to two v/eeks. The JCS 
added that "highest authority recognize political 
desirability" of substantial US v;ithdraxval in order 
to "place problems associated with reestablishing 
governmental control squarely in hands of OAS." 



(JSff'-Qp 3) :-Is^ JCS 27OZ to CINCLAIIT, 24l9l4Z 
May 65. 
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submitted a pla:- for v,he pro^^resjlvc rcciuoil.'-r, 
of US x'orces in the Dominican Republic. Pre- 
dlcatec on the assumption that Santo Domingo, 
with the exception of the Constitutionalist zone,, 
v.'ould continue to progress tov/ar'3 "normalcy/' the 
plan outlined a force reduction from the current 
nine infantry and three Marine battalions ashore 
and the one Marine Battalion afloat (I.e. BLT 1/2 
under CTF 124) to a total of seven infantry 
battalions (i.e. the 82nd Airborne Division minus 
two infantry battalions). The US force remaining 
in the Dominican Republic would be required to 
maintain: 1) the physical separation of the GNR 
and Constitutionalist forces; 2) the capability 
to reduce the Constitutlonaist resistance south 
of the LOG; 3) capabilltv to protect US and 
foreign nationals; and 4) a balanced US contri- 
bution to, and necessary support for, the lA?.' 

General Palmer recommended a three-phase 
reduction; 

1. Immediate withdrawal: 3^500 
Marines (one half afloat); 
1,552 Army troops; and 66 Air 
Force personnel, reducing the 
US forces to eleven battalions 
ashore . 

2. Withdrawal within seven days: 
the remaining Marines (4,500 
men) , reducing the US force 

to nine Infantry battalions of 
the 82d Airborne Division. 

3. Withdrawal within l4 days: a 
brigade force of two battalions 
and Divisional support troops 
(2,000 men), leaving seven US 
infantry battalions in the 
Dominican Republic. 

General Palmer concluded that the remaining US 
forces would be deployed as follov;s: four 
battalions would seal off the Constitutionalist 
zone;, one battalion would be stationed at San --^ 
laldro airfield and Port Andres; and the remain- 
ing tv;o battalions would be held in ready re- 
seVve status, probably at the Rio Ozama Bridge 
and the ISZ. 



(2^-EXDIS-Gt5 3) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CBTCLANT, 
250530s May 65, JCS IN 75186. 



■■^iSTtRiya yiiKH i rw giti v ■ - 




(/-EXDIS-Gp 2) Ksg, Santo Doningo ^963 to 
State, 2U1330Z May 65, JCS n^I 7^432. (Z-ZXDIS- 
ap 2) Msg, Santo Domingo 1985 to State, 251900:;:- 
Kay 65 J JCS m 7627^. 



One further political development: the USSR 
renewed its demand In the UTT Security Countil that 
the US be condemned for "aggression" against the 
Dominican Republic, r^eanwhile, President Johnson 
ordered an FBI team into the Republic to investi- 
gate the extent and nature of Communist influence 
in the crisis. 



(U) vrash Post , 25 May 65, 1 and 15. 



25 May 65 1316 military situation continued calm, with the 

exception of a brief flare-up v/hen Constitutionalist 
troops attacked the power plant, located Just inside 
the IS2, and the Loyalist-held National Palace, To 
give better protection to the power plant. General 
Palmer recommended to the OAS that the ISZ boundary 
In the vicinity of the plant be extended. 



(/-EXDIS-Gp 3) r/lsg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 
26053IZ May 65, JCS IN 77154. 



USCOMDOMREP reported to cn^CLANT that in re- 
sponse to Secretary KcNamara's telephoned instructions 
to Secretary Vance at 0930, he had ordered the with- 
drawal of 600 US Marines from the 4th r<lEB to begin 
at 0800 26 I4ay . (The 6OO figure approximated the 
nionber of Latin American troops in the lAF.) 

As a result of discussion with the Secretary 
of Defense, the JCS directed CINCLANT and General 
Palmer to constilt with General Alvim and obtain 
his agreement for subsequent US troop withdrawals. 
The JCS also wanted General Alvim to state his re- 
quirement for a US reserve force remaining in a 
quick reaction readiness postiire for immediate 
return to the Dominican Republic. 



t*5^EXDIS-Gp 3) Msg, JCS 278O to 011^01.11:1 
and COIIDOMREP, 252023Z May 65. ('S'-Gp 4) Msg, 
USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 252047Z May 65, JCS 2^ 
7to^07. 
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General Palmer's 24 May withdrav/a:^ plan was eci-cec Oj- CIKCL:-.;;? 
who outlined the same plan for the JC3 but in term?- of un:;^::5 ratirier 
than numbers of men. CINGLA;;T l.-.£*:ed the f ollcv;lr.:r : 

1. Immediate withdrawal: BLT 1/2 (now afloat); KMM 263 
(now afloat) BLT 3/6 (now ashore and to be reembarkea 
in Phibron Ten and reconstitute ready Phibron, unaer 
CINCLANTPLX ) ; 6th MEU Headquarters (to- be re -embarked - 
with BLT 5/6 if directed by CG irth ME3); and miscel- 
laneous army support uniLS. 

2. Withdrawal within seven days: BLT 1/6: Company D, 
Ist Battalion, Sth Marines;. 6th MEU Headquarters 
(if not already re -embarked) ; 4th MEB Headquarters. 

3. Withdrawal within 130 days: Two airborne infantry 
battalions with appropriate reinforcing units. 



(JBT-Gp U) Msg, CINCLANT to JCS, 25231^2 May 65i JCS IN ^6719. 



President Johnson, afte.p a "full review" of Dominican policy, 
approved a recommendation by Bundy and Vance that they return to 
Washington, thus terminating their efforts to build a broadly- 
based, moderate, anti-Communist government around Guzman, and 
leaving negotiations to the OAS, Before leaving Santo Domingo, 
Bundy and Vamce were ordered by President Johnson to hold summary 
conversations with Caamano and Imibert. to review the situation and 
caution restraint pending arrival of OAS representatives, Bundy 
was to depart on 26 May; Vance vfas to remain a few days to work 
on problems relating to the lAF. 



(jBf'-SXDIS) Msg, President to Bundy and Vance, 25 May 65, 
CJCS files. (^-Gp 3) Msg, State Clrc 23^7, 25 May 65, JCS IN 
77676. 



Bundy and Vance met with Mora, Caamano and his chief aids. 
Hector Arlsty and Jottin Cury, and Guzman. Biindy outlined the 
remaining obstacles to a political solution: Constitutionalist 
insistence on a return to the I963 constitution; Constitutionalist 
demands for command of the Dominican Army; and Constitutionalist 
refusal to deal with the Communist problem. 

Caamano and his associates began by reiterating their positions 

cn all these Issues, but later offered the following concessions: 
Constitutionalist leaders would not seek places in the new govern- 
ment; they wanted a government covering the broadest possible range 
of Dominican political opinion; they agreed ^0 submit the 1963 
constitution to a referendum; and they wanted new government with 
"closest possible ties" with the "JS, based on a common opposition 
to Communism. 



t^-EXDIS) Msg, Santo Domingo 2003 to State, 26IO5OZ May 65, 
JCS IN 77492. 
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(;gr-EXDIS-Gp 2) :^3g, Santo Domingo I99O to 
State, 26OI3OZ May 65, JCS IN 7683^. 



L 




26 May 65 Nine cease-fire violatloixa marred the general 
military calm In Santo Domingo. US troops re- 



turned the Constitutionalist fire in two incidents. 
In view of the continued Constitutionalist attacks 
on US troops, the JCS prepared a draft Joint -State - 
Defense protest to the OAS/UN representatives 
warning that the US v/ould "conduct appropriate re- 
taliatory attacks." CJCS concluded, however, that 
with the establishment of the lAP, the recommended 
draft had been overtaken by events, and the message 
waa never sent. 



(Se) mCC OPSUM 123-65, 27 May 65, 1. 
CS'-Gp 3) DJSM 616-65 to CJCS, "US Protest to 
OAS/UN regarding Unprovoked Attacks Against US 
(i£0/' 26 May 65 with attached CJCS conunents, CJCS 
files. 



The build-up of the lAF continued, with 400 
additional Brazilian troops arriving, raising the 
Latin American contribution to 1,035. General Palmer 
continued to have reservations about the lAF and 
advised CUfCLANT that it would be a "grave mistake" 
to place all US forces in the Dominican Republic 
under OAS control, making unilateral action by the 
US difficult if not impossible. He recommended 
that no more than a three -battalion brigade be 
formally assigned to the lAP; Palmer reported that 
Secretary Vance, v/ith whom he had discussed the 
matter, saw no alternative but to assign all US 
forces present to the lAF. Vance believed that - 
the US would have to depend on getting operational 
control of the lAP in the hands of the deputy com- 
mander- as a safeguard. Palmer also noted that he 
had not received orders formally assigning US 
forces to the lAF, nor was he aware of any official ( 
docitments on the subject. 



(;r-EXDIS-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMHEP to CINCLAIJT, 
27032IZ May 65, JCS IN 78885. Telecon item, 

NMCC to White House, 270918Z May 65. 



General Palmer reported that Secretary Vance 
concurred in his withdrawal plan, although Vance 
believed the timetable could be accelerated. General 
Palmer agreed xvlth Vance on this point and recom- 
mended to CINCLANT that the 10,000 troops ashore 
covered by the plan be taken out over the next seven 
to ten days. 
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270605*^ May 65, JCS Ix^i TXrfn. 



During the day, the actual redeployncnt of 
US forces got under v;ay. By verbal authority of 
Secretar*^'' Vance who v;as .carrying out Secr,etary 
McMamara'3 Instructions, General Palmer began v;lth- 
drawal of Marine BLT 3/6. A total of 915 Marines 
had embarked by the end of the day. ^n additional 
withdrawal took place as the result of a JCS message 
authorizing CINCLANT to return to normal operations 
Marine BLT 1/2 and HMK 263, plus the ships in vfhlch 
they were embarked. As a result, T;he USS Okinawa 
and associated shipping carrying these units departed 
for CONUS at I8OO. The JCS also authorized the 
redeployment of the 353^ Tactical lighter Sq\iadron 
now at Ramey AF Base. 



(jeT-Gp 3) Msg, uscoMDoi-uui? to ciNCLA>rr, 261730Z 

May 65, JCS IN 77804. (8) Telecon item, NMCC to 
V/hite House, 2702l4z r^ay 65. (a'-Go 4) Msg, JCS 2883 
to CINCLANT, 262IIOZ May 65. (iJff-Gp 1) NI-ICC OPSUM 
133-65, 27 May 65, 1. 



The political situation remained stalemated, 
and, as ordered by the President on 25 May, Bundy 
left Santo Domingo to report on the situation prior 
to the OAS Meeting of Foreign Ministers, Secretary 
Vance remained to work on current military problems, 
including the physical control of the National P?.lace 
and the security of the pov;er plant. His meetings 
with Imbert and Caaxnanoj however, vrere largely un- 
productive . 

At a press conference, Caamano listed the 
following conditions for a political settlement: 
the 1963 constitution and the 1962 congress must .be 
restored, the Constitutional military leaders must 
be maintained "in position of command"; a government 
con^osed of "democratic civilians" must be formed; 
and the "interventionist troops" must be withdrawn. 



{jf) Msg, Santo Domingo 1998 to State, 2603552 
May 65, JCS IN 77152. (-«^-EXDIS-Gp 2) Msg, Santo 
Domingo 2017 to State, 270112Z May 65, JCS IN 78498. 
Oar^EXDIS-Gp 2) Msg, Santo Domingo 2022 to State, 
2705IOZ May 65, JCS B: 78969. U^j Msg, Santo Domingo 
2016 to State, 270045Z May 65, JCS IN 78673. (U) Msg, 
Santo Domingo 2031 to State, 27l8oaz May 65, JCS IN 
79911. 



27 May 65 As the result of OAS negotiations, a block-wide 

buffer zone was established west of the Santo Domingo 
power plant. No progress v/as repoi'^ted, however, on 
the C-'^-S plan to assijme control of Hadio Santo Domingo , 
and iJ£oarai ^^i^jasx -iafxaas^d rxNrm a_mt ths.t imbert had 



82 



no intentJ on of surronviorln--; iho :ri;nUIi<n \.:- \.Uf' 
OAS until Caamano had placer! ConstltutionallGt. 
stations in OAS hands. General Palmer placed 
paratroop-platoons -around the Ministry of Finance 
and the Central Bank to Tores tall any GNR move to 
obtain money or sign checks not properly author- 
ized by the OAS. 



Crf^Gp- 3) Msg, USCOMDCMREP to CINCLANT, 
272013Z May 65. (/-EXDIS-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMREP 
to CINCLANT, 28043OZ May 65, JCS BI 8066O. 



CINCLANT agreed with USCOMDOMREP that it 
wotUd be a "grave mistake" to place all US forces 
in the Dominican Republic in the lAP, and he recom- 
mended that the US contribution be limited to a 
three -battalion brigade* He further recommended 
that General Palmer, as Deputy Commander lAF, should 
retain his status as USCOMDOMREP, a US commander 
with authority to employ US forces for such unilateral 
action as might be necessary. He also recommended 
that a clear political and military directive be — 
issued the lAP, assigning it a MP/securlty role. 



(/-Qp 4) Ms^, CINCLANT to JCS, 2T1832Z May 63. 



CJCS informed CINCLANT and General Palmer, 
however, that "the U.S. would be in an untenable 
position should we withhold any sizable troop ele- 
ments from lAF commitments" since the US had Initiated 
the lAF concept. CJCS noted that General PaLr^er, as 

.the lAP Deputy Commander, should have operational 
control of ground forces or be designated by the lAF. 
Commander as Field Forces Conmiander. This vrould giver?- 
him proper authority to control operations in tlie US 
Interests. Moreover, he beMeved that since the US_ 

.was providing the bulk of the lAP forces. General' 
Palmer could exercise "powerful leverage to in- 
fluence operations, ^ , 



(-ff-EXDIS-Gp 1) Msg, CJCS 2997 to CINCLAl-7r and 
USCOMDOMREP, 2722132 May 65. 



Meanwhile the lAF continued to ^rcv; as US/.F 
C-130's delivered ^31 Brazilian troops and car^o to 
the Dcminican Republic. To meet logistic require- 
ments, Zhe JCS directed CSA to fill US COKE CI©!::? ' £ 
requirement for vehicles fcr lAF contingents. 



^-Gp 4) Tiss, JCS 2986 ':o CZ!; 2nd CINCL.^:?, 
27211 9Z May 65. Telecon item, MMCC to V.'hlte 

House, 2302102 May 65. 




that they had reviewsc anc^ ■2'*';rooc '.;ith t!ic 1.1 t'l 
aspects of the USCOMTCMRE? plan of ?6 May for"ti\o'" 
phased reduction of -JS forces in t'^ie 3oml-:l-:ar 
Republic. Marine SLT 3/6 conoletac? -rnibarkvi t Ion in 
ships of the USS 3ox-3r .Amphibious Group v:l:ioh then 
took up positions off-shore. Ther-:i were tlo-m zl 
total of 19,219 US mllltarjr personnel renialnin^ in 
the Dominican Republic. 



(afi'-Gp 3) JCSM-414-65 to SecDef , "Forces in 
the Dominican Republic (U) /' 27 May 6^, derived from 
(JKT-Gp 3) JCS 2338/12-4, same subj, 26 May 65, JMF 
9128.4 (25 May 65). (According to the JCS Control 
Division, no action was required by 02D on this 
JCSM. Mr. Quant (ISA) reported that action vras taken 
at a higher level.) (^) Telecon Item, mcc to VJhJte 
House, 28021 OZ May 65. (J») NMCC Rept, "Force status- 
DOMREP," 27 May 65. 



28 May 65 Secretary Mora announced that the OAS had assumed 
control of the Dominican Central Bank to prevent, 
"irresponsible" use of its funds by Imbert and the 
GNR. Mora cited the OAS resolution giving him a 
mandate to prevent economic chaos In the Dominican 
Republic as his authority for the action. 



(U) NY Times, 29 May 65, 1. 



The State Department forv/arded to General 
Palmer joint State/Defense "Regulations for the OAS 
Iiiter-Amerlcan Force," requesting that he submit 
them to General Alvlm, and that if acceptable to 
the Commander, they be issued as soon as possible. 
The draft regiaatlons gave the Commander operational 
control over the lAP and made him responsible for 
the performance of all functions assigned to the. 
lAP by the OAS. They authorized the Deputy Commander, 
"the alter ego of the commander," to perform duties 
assigned him by the Commander and to exercise full 
powers In the absence of the Commander. The regu- 
lations further provided that the Commander establish 
an OAS Unified Command Headquarters and designate a 
chain of command for the lAF, making use of the 
officers of the OAS Unified Command and the commanders 
of the national contingents in the lAF. 



(U) Msg, State 1273 to Santo Domingo, 28 May 
65, JCS IN 81835. 



Reduction of the US forces in the Dominican 
Republic continued v/lth the embarkation of 356 US 
Marines from miscellaneous units of the 4th I^EB. 
The JCS also directed CINCLANT to make a further 



34 



_Tiii Hrinrer 



reduction by recitiploying approximacoly l/i'iM* 
Army and Air Porcie porsonnel, tlic malti body i i' 
depart on ?0 May. 



iZ-Qp 4) Mss, JC3 3045 CO CL\CLANT and 
CINCSTRIKE, 281752Z May 65. (2S*-ap 1) NMCC 
OPSUM 125-65, 29 May 65, 1. 



In a speech at Baylor Unlvers:^t:', President 
Johnson urged the establishment of "new international 
machinery" to deal with Communist subversion and 
revolution in the V/estem Hemisphere. Ke also de- 
fended the US role in the Dominican crisis and 
announced that 1,700 additional troops v/ould be with- 
drawn from Santo Domingo the next day. 



(TJ) NY Timea , 29 May 65, 2. 



The final Brazilian contingent for the lAP arrived 
in the Dominican Republic, bringing the Brazilian 
force strength to 1,129 men and the total Latin 
American troop deployment to 1,5^2 men* Brazilian 
General Panasco Alvlm arrived in Santo Domingo and 
assumed command of the lAP, At the same time 7^5 
of the 1^700 US Army and AP personnel ordered re- 
deployed by the JCS on 28 riay departed the 
Dominican Republic* 



{jg) Telecon items, NMCC to Vfnite House, 
3OO3OOZ May 65 and 3009512 May 65. 



Ambassador Bennett reported j;;^ progre.ss in 
rriving at a political solution./^ 



Meanwhile, Santo Domingo and the countr^^'side-'STm'/ly 
returned to "as much normalcy as circumstance would 
permit . " 

Secretary Vance completed .his mission in 
Santo Domingo and returned to VJashington. 



C^^Gp 3) Msg, Sr-nto Domingo 2077 to State, 
29II2OZ :*lay 65, JCS d: 825CI. X^} »-^ss, Santo Domingo 
2097 to State, 29230OZ May 65, JCS 8509^. 
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30 May 65 Redeplojonent of the 1>700 U3 Army c^n6 Air i-'orce 
personnel to CONUS begn.in the previous day v/as 
completed, ending Phase I of the US troop with- 
drawal and leavine US troop strcni:;th" in the 
Dominican Republic at 18, 900. In ureparatlon I'of 
the Phase II withdrawal, the JCS directed CIl'ICLAin' 
to prepare to return all the remaining Marine 
units and associated siiipping to nonnal .operations 
and to expect an execute, order within 24 to 48 
hours. General Alvlm, the lAP commander-, approved 
this withdraxval. 



(-er-Gp 3) M3g, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 
3101532 May 65, JCS IN 83861. (JBT-EXDIS -Gp 3) Msg, 
USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 3IO636Z May 63, JCS C! 
83866. (^--Gp 4) Msg, JCS 31^2 to CINCLANT, 3023432) 
May 65. (^) Telecon Item, NMCC to White House, 
3IO2OOZ May 65. 



To meet logistic support requirements of the 
lAF, CINCLANT requested JCS authority to introduce 
an engineer construction force of leas than 300 men 
into the Dominican Republic. 



Ce-Gp 4) Msg, CINCLANT to JCS, 310100Z May 
65, JCS IN 83703. 



The GNR refused to turn over Radio Santo 
Domingo to the CAS, as a result, US equipment was 
withdrawn from the station. 



{Z) Telecon item, NMCC to IVhlte House, 
3102OOZ May 65. 



31 May 65 In Washington a closed. Informal session of the OAS 
MFM considered Secretary General Mora's report on 
the status of negotiations in the Dominican Republic, 
"the acceptability of the lAP," and the cease-fire 
situation. Mora concluded that the creation of an 
ad hoc committee could be "extremely useful and 
valuable as a complementary measure to those taken 
by the KPM," Following' a discussion of the Mora 
report, the IWM received from the Brazilian delegate 
a draft resolution proposing a three -mar committee 
of prominent diplomats to see:: a political solution 
to the Dominican crisis. Discussion of the Brazilian 
resolution was scheduled for the next day. 



(^-Gd 3) r^sg, state Circ 23?2. 0102502 J^jn 65, 
JCS n 84332. (uT IV: Times, 1 Jun 6=, 1. 



In "preparation «'or the *'<m!opj t !-i:v»«um'''«« 

by the JCS on 30 May, USCOr-TTOMREP ■■'.ibn.i.tt:on n : l.nn 
for withdrawal of all US Ilarlnei: l-.-ft in tiio 
Dominican Republic (4,100 men). H^' ^\if*.ze-^t^^-r' c. 
two-phase vrlthdrav/al : one 3LT (2,C50 nier.) to ::e'cart 
on 1-3 June and the second on k-6 June. 



(^-Gp 3) -J'3 TP 29-65, 1 June 65, JT'iF 91^5. i; 
(25 May 65) . 
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1 Jun 65 A US Army officer and two enlisted men were captureu 
when they accidently wandered into the Constitution- 
alist zone. They were turned over to the OAS repre- 
sentative and returned unharmed to the I3Z. 



OP^-Gp 1) NMCC OPSUM 127 -'^Si 2 Jun '65, 1 



The JCS informed the Secretary of Defense that 
they concurred in General Palmer's recommendation for 
the withdrawal of the remaining 4,000 Marines in the 
Dominican Republic by 6 June. The Deputy Secretary 
of Defense forwarded the proposal to the President with 
the additional recommendation that the withdrawal of 
this force not be announced until 4 June. President 
Johnson anno\inced at a press conference that the Marine 
BLT would be withdrawn from Santo Domingo. In conso- 
nance with this announcement, the JCS directed CINCLANT 
to withdraw one of the BLTs and to expect the announcement 
of the withdrawal of the remaining BLT on 4 June. 

(/-Gp 3) JCSM-425-65, "Withdrawal of US Marine _ 
Forces from the Dominican Republic (U)," 1 Jun 65, derlveo 
from (/^Gp 3) JCS 2338/22, same sub J, 1 Jun 65. 13) 
Memo, Dep SecDef to President, 1 Jun 65, reproduced In 
JCS 2338/22. (^Gp 4) Msg, JCS 3l33 to CINCLANT, 
012045Z Jun 65. All in JMP 9128.4 (25 May 1965) . 

While US force redeployments from the Dominican 

Republic were being planned, the US S2"^^Tr^^f.^^nv«d 
certain elements to Santo Domingo. The JCS fPproved a 
CINCLANT request of 30 May for an augmented US Amy 
construction company, not to exceed 300 men, for the 
Dominican Republic, specifying that equal numbers of 
light engineering units there should be returned to 
normal operations in CONUS upon arrival of the con- 
struction con^any. 

In response to a request by General Palmer, the 
JCS approved the dispatch of three H-13 helicopters 
and tliee L-20 liaison aircraft to the Dominican Re- 
public for use by the Brazilian contingent of the IAF.> 



(j^^Gn k) Msg. JCS 3167 to CSA et al . , OliasSZ Jun 
65. (J-Gp 4) Msl: JCS 3193 to CINCLINT7 012313Z Jun o> 

Secretary General Mora succeeded in getting Imfcert 
to sign an agreement for the neutralization of the 
National Palace by the lAF. 



Msg, Santo Domingo 2169 to State, 012345Z Jun 
65, JCS IN 85462. 
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2 Jun 65 In accordance with the agreement of the previous uay, 
lAP troops began the aemilltarization of- a zone around 
the National Palace at 1100 hours. The demilitarization 
was completed at 1900 hours without incident, and ap- 
proximately 360 GNR troops, 12,000 weapons, and several 
combat vehicles were evacuated from the Palace. 



Telecon Item, NMCC to White House, O31OIOZ 

Jun 63. 



As recommended by Secretary General Mora on 31 May, 
the OAS Meeting of Foreign Ministers approved a reso- 
lution establishing a three -man mediation committee to 
continue the negotiations being carried out by Mora 
and to provide political guidance to the lAP. The com- 
mittee was composed ox" Sllsworth Bunker of the US, 
Ilmar Penna Marinho of Brazil, and Ramon de Clairmont 
Duenas of El Salvador. 



(U) Dept of State Bulletin, LII, 1356 (21 Jun 65) > 

1018. 



In response to the JCS recommendation of 20 May 
for a more precise statement of the lAF mission,. Depu- 
ty Assistant Secretary of Defense (ISA) informed the 
CJCS that the wisest course would be to accept the 
language of the 6 Hay OAS resolution as applicable to 
the lAP as a whole and to introduce greater military 
precision in the statements of mission of the subordi- 
nate elements of the lAP. The Secretary stated that 
the JCS suggestion for possible US unilateral action 
outside the lAP would have to await the developments 
In the Dominican Republic, adding that the US was 
committed to working within the lAF and that US mili- 
tary actions should be In accordance with this com- 
mitment . 



(-gr) Memo, Dep ASD/lSA to CJCS, 2 June 65, end to ^ 
(^Gp 3) JCS 2338/19-i, "Considerations Relative to the 
Establishment of an Inter-American Force in the Domin- 
ican Republic (U)/' 4 June 65. 



The redeployment of the Marine BLT (2,050 men) 
ordered on 1 June began; it was scheduled to be com- 
pleted on 3 June by 1500 hours. CINCLANT requested 
authority to return to C0NU3 three RF-101 aircraft, 
twelve F-104 aircraft, and the photo processing cell 
from Raraey APB, Puerto Rico. 



(^ Msg, NMCC to White House, O3IOIOZ Jun 6;?. 
(^-Gp 3) Msg, CINCLANT to JCS, O2185OZ May 65, JCS IN 
87043. 
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3 Jun 65 During the night of 2-3 June, the Constitutionalists. 

directed heavy fire at U3 troops in the Sans Souci 
area, east of the Rio Ozama, provolcing return fire. 
General Palmer reported that the Constitutionalists 
might be attempting to draw prolonged US fire in the 
presence of UN or other observers, and he cautioned 
his officers to be "very careful" in returning fire. 
There were also separate attaclcs during the night on 
the army barracks and the police headquarters in the 
provincial town of San Juan de la Maguana, 



{4S) Msg, Santo Domingo 2221 to State, 0323^72 Jun 
65, JCS IN 3886^;. (/r) Msg, Santo Domingo 2206 to 
State, O3II3OZ Jun 65, JCS IN 87872. 



Meanwhile, in reply to a CINCLANT request of 2 
June, JCS directed the return to normal operations of 
one reconnaissance element (3 RF-lOls), one FI3 (12 F-104s), 
and the photo processing cell from Ramey AFB, Puerto 
Rico. 



(^-Gp k) Msg, JCS 3277 to CINCLANT, 031U42Z Jun- 65. 



The OAS changed the name of the Inter-American 
Force (lAF) to the Inter- American Peace Force (lAPF). 
General Palmer stressed to General Alvim the urgent 
need to publish regulations for the lAPF. Alvim indi- 
cated that he was writing a new draft of the regulations 
based on the US draft (forwarded to General Palmer by 
the State Department on 28 May) which he would submit 
to the Brazilian government. Palmer suggested that 
the lAPF regulations might have to be negotiated at 
the Washington level. 



(*e^Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 0^04452 
Jun 65. . 



The three -man OAS committee arrived in Santo 
Domingo to work with Secretary General Mora for a 
political solution to the crisis and to provide politi- 
cal guidance and direction to the lAPP. 



f«) Msg, Santo Domingo 2221 to State, 032347Z 
Jun 65, JCS IN 88864. 



The Soviet Union attacked the creation of the IA?F 
in the UN Security Coxincil. The USSR called for the 
withdrawal of all foreign troops from the Dominican 
Republic, and requested the Council to take up Consti- 
tutionalist allegations of GNR atrocities. The US 
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Delegate rejected the Soviet charges and prote.nted 
that the Council had been called into urgent iipnnion 
to provide a Soviet propaganda platform; The Council 
also received a letter from 13 Latin American states 
upholding the OAS action in the Dominican Republic. 



(U) NY Times, k Jun 65, ^. 



4 Jun 65 Mortar and bazooka fire into the Constitutionalist zone, 
allegedly from the Sans Souci area, resulted in the. 
death of a woman and a small child. 



(P) Msg, Santo Domingo 2245 to State, O506IOZ 
Jun 65, JCS IN 90747. 



In accordance with the JCS directive that all 
remaining USMC units and associated amphibious shipping 
be returned to nomal operations, the Marines began 
reembarkatlon at 0930 hours; the operation was scheduled 
to be con^leted by o June. The 2d Battalion, 323th 
Airborne Infantry, relieved the departing 4th MEB in 
the ISZ. 



(jar-Gp 4) Msg, JCS 3338 to CINCLANT, 041247Z Jun 
65. (SO Telecon Item, NMCC to White House, 050315Z 
Jun 65. (C) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 050250Z Jun 
65- 



The JCS also requested CINCLANT 's comments on 
further US troop withdrawals, and on units, strengths, 
and time schedules If he favored such withdrawals. 



(a'-Op 4) Msg, JCS 3408 to CINCLANT,' 042313Z Jun: 65. 



The OAS three -man committee met with Secretary 
General Mora, the Papal Nuncio, General Alvim, Am- 
bassador Bennett, representatives of the Inter- American 
Human Rights Commission, and Caamano, but made no 
progress on a political settlement. Ambassador Bunker 
blamed Constitutionalist intransigence on UN repre- 
sentative Mayobre who. Bunker charged, was biased in 
favor of the Constitutionalists. Bunker believed that 
the Caamano group was likely to resist compromise 
efforts as long as there was hope of UN intervention. 



(^Gp 2) Msg, Santo Domingo 2236 to State, 042340Z 
Jun 65, JCS IN 90475. Msg, Santo Domingo 2232 to 

State, 042130Z Jun 65, JCS IN 90315- 
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5 Jun 65 The Constitutionalists formally coinplained to the UN 

Security Council, charging US troops with the previous 
evening's mortar firing that killed a woman and child. 
General Palmer's investigation, however, indicated 
that no US mortars or heavy weapons were fired and that 
no US or any other lAPF troops were involved. 



(/-Go 2) Msg, Santo Domingo 2257 to State, 0523252 
Jun 65, JCS IN 91532. ((T-Gp 4) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to 
CINCLANT, O52OOIZ Jun 65, JCS IN 915^0. 

The special three-man OAS committee met with Imbert 
and other GNR members. The committee also expressed 
its intention to have further talks with Guzman the 
military leaders of both sides, "third position ele- 
ments, and the Latin American diplomatic corps. Mean- 
while, representatives of the Inter-American Human 
Rights Commission inspected GNR and Constitutionalists 
prisons and reported to Secretary General Mora that GNR 
prison conditions were worse than Caamano's because of 
over-crowding, but they found no evidence of deliberate 
mistreatment. They also visited Santiago and San 
Francisco de Macois to Investigate charges of GNR atrocj. 
ties . 



C^-Gp 2) Msg, Santo Domingo 2257 to State, 
O52325Z Jun 65, JCS IN 91532. 

6 Jun 65 During the night of 5-6 June, the 32nd Airborne Division 
Initiated a plan to increase the illumination in front 
of its positions, thus making it more difficult for 
snipers to fire into the ISZ. The Constitutionalist 
government protested to the UN and to Secretary General 
Mora that US troops were setting up military equipment 
and barbed wire within the Constitutionalist zone. 
* General Alvlm explained the operation to Mora and re- 
affirmed the right of the lAPF to take such action to 
protect its forces. General Palmer, however, ordered 
the work discontinued until the IAPF»s liaison officers 
could discuss it with Caanano. ^ 



(J») Msg, Santo Domingo 2230 to State, 071350Z Jun 
65, JCS IN 92887. (-B-EXDIS) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 
080405Z Jun 65, JCS IN 93^^1. 

All remaining US Marine Corps personnel reembarked 
and departed the area of the Dominican Republic, thus 
completing Phase II of USCOMDOMREP's withdrawal plan. 
The strength and conqposltion of the lAPF was then as 
follows: 
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UNITED STATES FORCES IN DOMR£P 

US ARMY 



KQ USCOMDOMREP 311 

82d Abn Dlv 7,5^9 

Non -Divisional Troops ^>385 

TOTAL US ARMY - 12,245 

USAF 

Hq CTF 121 (Advon) l8 
507th TAG Cont Gp and 

Supporting Units 5^1 

Det 1st Air Commando Wg 3 

TOTAL USAF 537 

US NAVAL FORCES IN AREA 

Unit On Station 

Combatant & Support Ships I8 

LATIN AMERICAN FORCES IN DQMREP 

Brazil 1*129 

Costa Rica 21 

El Salvador 3 

Honduras 250 

Nicaragua 139 

TOTAL LATIN AMERICAN l,5t>2 



(»8) NMCC OPSUM 181-65, 7 Jun 65, 3-^. 



The special OAS committee continued its efforts 
to achieve a political settlement. It met with Inibert, 
who emphasized the apolitical character of the ONR 
and the Constitutionalist's record of refusing to 
negotiate. The committee also met with Caamano, who • 
stressed his willingness to step down for a leader who 
would rule under the 1963 constitution. The committee 
also talked with Latin American ambassadors and with 
UN Representative Mayobre. 

Ambassador Bennett reported that Juan Bosch con- 
tinued to broadcast speeches over the Constitutionalist 
radio system. Bennett noted that Bosch was trying to 
boost Constitutionalist morale, claiming that he had 
"millions of supporters in US who feel their govern- 
ment did wrong. ' 



tS-) Msg, Santo Dcmingo 2278 to State, 0711^8Z Jun 
65, JCS IN 92625 and 2269 to State, 062330Z Jun 65, 
JCS IN 92164. 
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7 Jun 65 Although the Dominican contending forces remained 

quiet, the lAPF increased its military activities. At 
1100 hours it conducted a show of force, airlifting by 
helicopter two rifle platoons of the U3 32nd Airborne 
Division to reinforce a roadblock in the city. The 
platoons remained in position for one hour before being 
redeployed to San Isidro, The lAPF also ordered 
Brazilian Army and Marine forces to relieve elements of 
the 82nd Airborne Division in the eastern part of the 
ISZ, thus placing the eastern part of the I3Z and the 
National Palace entirely in Brazilian hands. Deciding 
that guarding the embassies was a police mission, the 
lAPP relieved the 82nd Airborne Division of such duty, 
except in the case of the US Embassy. 

The lAPF also mace some progress In negotiating 
with the Constitutionalists to neutralize the electric 
plant and to allow tankers to discharge at their normal 
terminal on the east bank of the Rio Ozama. 



C^-Gp 4) Msg, USCOMDOMRSP to CINCLANT, 080440Z 
Jun 65, JCS IN 93442. (j^O Msg, Santo Domingo 2278 to 
State, 071148Z Jun 65, JCS IN 92625. (/-EXDIS) Msg, 
USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 080405Z Jun 65, JCS IN 93441. 



\ 




(^) Msg, Santo Domingo 2294 to State, 0323132 Jun 
65, JCS IN 94779- 



8 Jun 65 The lAPF continued its "show of force" In Santo Domingo. 

One battery of the 82d Airborne Division occupied two 
positions In the LOC, simulated fire missions > and then 
withdrew. In an unrelated incident a truck carrying \ 
three US soldiers blundered through a Brazilian check 
point into Constitutionalist zone and was captured. 
Caamano anno\inced that the men would be released the 
next day. A USAF C-13O flying over Santo Domingo was 
fired on by Constitutionalists using automatic weapons, 
but was not hit. 



(iT-Gp 4) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 080440Z Jun 
65, JCS IN 93442. (/-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 
090514Z Jun 65. (Sf) Msg, Santo Domingo 2294 to State, 
O82315Z Jun 65, JCS IN 94779. i/S) Msg, Santo Domingo . 
2308 to State, 09II45Z Jun 65, JCS IN 95319. 
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The JCS, concerned with further deployments and 
withdrawals of US forces in the Dominican Republic, 
authorized CINCLANT, subject to coordination with the 
Ambassador and with the Commander, lAPF, to deploy the 
29th Ordnance Detachment (approximately 49 persons) to 
the Dominican Republic. The JCS also approved a pro- 
posal of USCOMDOrffiEP, concurred in by CINCLANT, to 
modify the plan for withdrawal of US forces from the 
Dominican Republic. USCQMDOMREP recommended reducing 
the number of men to be withdrawn in Phase III to 
approximately 1,525 (instead of 2,000). The JCS recom- 
mended to the Secretary of Defense that General Palmer 
be authorized to discuss Phase III withdrawals with 
General Alvlm and with the OAS Committee during 9-12 
June I and to execute Phase III on or about 13 June 19^5 • 



(ja^Gp 3) JCSM-4i;3-65, "Forces in the Dominican 
Republic (U)," 8 Jun 65, end to {Ji-Gp 3) JCS 2338/23. 
same subj, 9 Jun 65, JMP 9128.4 (25 May 65). (JT-Qp 4) 
Msg, JCS 3586 to CINCLANT, O823OOZ Jun 65. (The JCS 
recommendation was overtaken by JCSM-476-65, see I8 
June. ) 



In an afternoon speech to his followers, Caamano 
repeated the demands previously laid down by the Consti- 
tutionalists as conditions for a political settlement. 
Ambassador Bennett reported that the tone of his speech 
reflected the increasingly aggressive Constitutionalist- 
attitude recently noted by observers. 



Msg, Santo Domingo 230? to State, 090740Z Jun 
65, JCS IN 95225. 



9 Jun 65 The Constitutionalists released unharmed the three US 
military personnel (one officer and two enlisted men) 
who had strayed into their zone on the previous day. 



(^-Qp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 1004332 
Jun 65, JCS IN 96339. 



General Palmer informed CJCS by telephone that 
Ambassadors Bennett and Bunker were opposed to any 
overt move to withdraw additional US forces until 
after 14 June, the sixth anniversary of the abortive 
Cuban-sponsored invasion against Trujlllo and the 
anniversary of the fovjiding of the APCJ. As a result, 
CJCS authorized General Palmer to discuss "on a quiet 
basis" with General Alvlm the Phase III withdrawal 
plan, avoiding decisions or publicity until after 14 
June. 



(S"-Gp 3) JCS 2338/24, "Phase III withdrawal of 

Porcas from the- Dnm1n: ran Pepui;>,33c if^*" ^ ^^^TJlfL^^ 
(25 May 1965). (^Gp 4) Msg, CJCS 3646 to USCOMDOMREP 

and tratLaurr, D922 38Z Jun 63. 
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A hopeful sign occurred in the political oiluation 
when the QNR signed a pledge to respect the American 
Delegation on Rights and Duties of Man. of 19^8 (Caaraano 
had signed the pledge the previous day) . This encouragi-i£ 
development was overshadowed by Constitutionalist reports 
charging the GNR with a series of executions of prisoners 
between 22 May and 5 June at Haras Nacionales, north of 
Santo Domingo. The Constitutionalists provided Chair- 
man Bianchl of the Inter -American Human Rights Com- 
mission with a map showing the grave sites of twenty, 
and possibly more, prisoners shot by the GNR. Bianchi 
visited the sites, but stated that he was unable to find 
positive evidence without digging. 



ijg) Msg, Santo Domingo 2322 to State, 1011^4Z Jun 
65, JCS IN 96899- 



10 Jun 65 The military situation remained calm in Santo Domingo 
while Constitutionalist charges of GNR prisoner exe- 
cutions dominated the news reports. The Constitution- 
alists captured a US soldier when he inadvertently 
crossed into their zone, but he was released later in 
the day. lAPP negotiations with the Constitutionalists 
for the expansion of the ISZ around the Santo Domingo 
power plant broke down. Without this expanded buffer 
zone. General Palmer was unwilling to risk passing 
that facility to the control of Latin American troops. 



(-S) Telecon Item, NMCC to White House, 1109^0Z 
Jun 65, (J&«^EXDIS-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 
IIO35OZ Jun 65, JCS IN 97906. 



In response to CJCS Instructions of 9 J^e, General 
Palmer discussed with General Alvlm the withdrawal of 
two battalions of the 82d Airborne Division (Phase III 
of USCOMDOMREP ' s plan for US troop withdrawal approved 
by the JCS on 27 May). General Alvim was reluctant to 
reduce the US force until the political future of the 
Dominican Republic was more certain, and he suggested 
withdrawal of the battalions to Puerto Rico rather than 
to CONUS. General Palmer Informed CINCLANT that there j 
would be some merit to a two-stage withdrawal of the 
battalions first to Puerto Rico and later to CONUS. 
Palmer also suggested V/ashlngton -level pressure on non- 
partlcipating Latin Ainerican coxintries for contributions 
to the lAPP. 



(-d^Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 102205Z 
Jun 65, JCS IN 97726. 



Chalman Bianchi of the Inter-American Human Rights 
Commission requested from GNH Foreign Minister Vlcioso 
Information relating to Constitutionalist charges of GNR 
prisoner executions. The GNR had ordered a thorough 



investigation to avoid a repetition of Gimilar acts, 
but denied responsibility for them, blaming a small 
group of armed civilians. Meanwhile, .Secretary 
General Mora instructed the OAS Secretariat to send 
a special mission of three criminologists to Santo 
Domingo to investigate the executions and Informed 
UN Secretary General U Thant of his action. After 
visiting the atrocity area, UN representative Mayobre 
reported to U Thant that he saw indications of recent 
executions, and he called for a complete pathological 
and technical investigation of the site. Throughout 
the day, GNR sources presented the lAHRC with information 
of Constitutionalist atrocities during the early days 
of the revolution. 



{1^ Msg, Santo Domingo 2346 to State, 110442Z Jun 
65, JCS IN 97965. (U) Msg, Santo Domingo 2351 to State, 
IIO727Z Jun 65, JCS IN 98104. (U) Msg, Santo Domingo 
2344 to State, 110429Z Jtin 65, JCS IN 97966. Msg, 
Santo Domingo 2352 to State, 110653Z Jun 65, JCS IN 
98109. (U) Msg, Santo Domingo 2348 to State, IIO0I8Z 
Jun 65, JCS IN 98047. 



In anticipation of Soviet attacks in the UN 
Security Council on this matter, -the State Department 
prepared to denounce atrocities by both sides and to 
point out to the Security Council that this would be 
the inevitable result if the lAPP and the OAS withdrew 
from the Dominican Republic. To support this position, 
the State Department requested Ambassador Bennett to 
submit details on atrocities by both groups for in- 
clusion in a statement for a meeting of the Security 
Council. The Department also instructed Bennett to 
appeal to both sides to honor their pledges to respect 
human rights and to give every assistance to the lAHRC. 



te) Msg, state 1408 to Santo Domingo. 10 Jun. 65, 
JCS IN 97329. Msg, State (unnumbered) to Santo 

Domingo, 10 Jun 65, JCS IN 99834. 



Although its efforts were overshadowed by the ^ 
charges of GNR atrocities, the special OAS three-man 
committee continued to seek a political solution. The 
committee met with the Imbert and Caamano groups and 
foxind the latter to be nervous, irritable, and of- 
fensively intransigent" on the constitutional issue. 
The Constitutionalists refused the committee's request 
to reopen the banks and to reestablish public sei-vices 
in the Constitutionalist zone. 



Msg, Santo Domingo 2357 to State, 1111222 
Jun 65, JCS IN 98557. 



Ambassador Bunker informed the Secretary of 
State that Intensive investigations of the past v/eetc 
had convinced him tha-c a political formula meeting„;Jo 
"requirements" and a-c^eptable to the various factions 
in the Dominican Republic would oe "virtually impossible 
zo achieve." He concluded that ::he only solution to 
the current political impasse was the formation- of a 
provisional government of technicians to serve until 
the people could elect a permanent government under 
the supervision of the OAS. 



(i^-EXDIS-Gp 3) Msg, Santo Domingo 2323 to State, 
IOI63OZ Jun 65, JCS IN 97155. 



11 Jun 65 There was no progress in political negotiations and 
little military activity in the Dominican Republic. 
A battalion of the lAPP Latin American Brigade relieved 
the 2d Battalion of the US 325th Infantry in the west 
central section of the ISZ (from Avenida Maximo Gomez 
to Avenida Alma Mater). In compliance with lAPF orders, 
US troops secured two areas northeast of Santo Domingo 
reported to contain graves of GNR execution victims. 
In one area they found a burned body and a skull. The 
troops also searched two additional locations, but with- 
drew when they found no graves. 



(^-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMRSP to CINCLANT,. 120410Z 
Jun 65, JCS IN 99695. 



CINCLANT requested JCS approval for the redeploy- 
ment of 214 US personnel from support units no longer 
required in Santo Domingo. He also sought standing 
authority to redeploy, when appropriate, indlvidxiala 
In limited numbers from miscellaneous units, 

CINCLANT submitted the following comments on 
General Palmer's 10 June suggestions relating to* the 
Phase III withdrawal: l) the two battalions should 
be returned to CONUS as soon as possible after 14 Jun'^; 
2) there was no significant advantage in the interim 
location of the battalions in Puerto Rico; and 3) he ^ 
saw no objection to raising with zhe OAS the question • 
of US/Latin American force levels in the lAPP, but 
thought that there was little possibility of additional 
contributions. 



(JS) Msg, CINCLANT to JCS, 112044Z Jun 6;?. (^-Gp h) 
Msg, CINCLANT to JCS, 1120l6Z Jun 65, JCS IN 99109. 



In response to rumors of impending country-wide 
Constitutionalist violence on l4 June, the OAS Com- 
mittee authorized General Alvim to send lAPF detachments 
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into the interior of the country ir serious, uncon- 
trollable incidents should occur. 



iZ) Msg, Santo Domingo 2404 to State, 1406 30Z 
Jun 63, JCS IN 11233. 



The OAS committee met with UN representative Mayobre 
and later with members of the Latin American diplomatic 
corps in Santo Domingo, but there was no progress in the 
negotiations for a political settlement. Both sides 
remained intransigent, the Constitutionalists denouncing 
any formula based on a new interim government and nation- 
al elections. CINCLANT reported that Constitutionalist 
demonstrations were scheduled for l4 June. There were 
also reports concerning the circulation of an APCJ docu- 
ment calling on the people to prepare for an armed 
struggle throughout the country. 



(Jg) Msg, Santo Domingo 2364 to State, 112355Z Jun 
65, JCS IN 99353. <t^ Msg, Santo Domingo 2378 to State, 
I2II55Z Jun 65. (^-Gp 1) Msg, CINCLANT to USCOMDOMREP , 
1201002 Jun 65, JCS IN 99757. 

While in agreement with Ambassador Bunlcer's 10 
June ideas for the formation of an interim government 
In the Dominican Republic, the State Department con- 
cluded that It would be "extremely difficult to hold 
general elections within the time available this year. 
The Department requested Bunker's estimate of the 
prospects for the formation of an interim government 
and of the time required to obtain the necessary 
agreements for Its installation « 



C^EXDIS-Qp 2) Mag, State 1427 to Santo Domingo, 
11 Jun 65, JCS IN 07444. 

12 Jun 65 Public excitement increased in anticipation of 14 June 
demonstrations. Throughout the day Santo Domingo was ^ 
filled with reports, radio broadcasts, and rumors of 
violence planned by the GNR and the Constitutionalist. 
The GNR tightened security throughout the country and 
arrested a number of radical leftists. Ambassador 
Bennett reported a noticeable sharpening of the Consti- 
tutionalist anti-US line, not only in its radio and 
press, but also in statements by Constltltlonallst 
officials and PRD leaders. 



ter) Msg, Santo Domingo 2386 to State, 122350Z Jun 
65, JCS IN 10548. t^Gp 2) Msg, Santo Domingo 2393 to 
State, 13IIIOZ Jun 65, JCS IN 10859. t^'-GP D Msg, 
CINCLANT to USC0MD0MR3P, 130148Z Jun 65, JCS IN 10663. 
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GNR troops Interfered with two lAPF MP patrols in 
the northern part of Santo Domingo. US officials re- 
ported that the GNR were apparently .challenging the 
right Oi the lAPF troops to move outside the I3Z, the 
LOG, and base areas. The lAPF made it clear to the GNR 
that it reserved the right to move forces anywhere in 
the Dominican Republic as required by its mission. 



(JB) Telecon Item, NMCC to White House, 131102Z 
Jun 63* 



13 Jun 65 A quiet Santo Domingo braced for violence in connection 
with the 14 June anniversary of the APCJ. General 
Palmer ordered all US units in the ISZ and the LOG to 
assume an increased state of readiness and placed the 
2d Battalion, 504th Airborne Infantry, on a three-hour 
steuidby alert at San Isidro to provide a second rapid- 
reaction force for the 82d Airborne Division. The OAS 
three-man committee confirmed in writing its previous 
authorization to General Alvim for the dispatch of lAPF 
detachments to the interior should serious disorders 
occur. 



(-e-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCIiANT, 1403^52 Jun 
65, JCS IN 11199. {/r) Msg, Santo Domingo 2408 to State, 
141140Z Jun 65, JCS IN 11429. 



A GNR rally in Santo Domingo drew a large and 
enthusiastic crowd, which entered the ISZ with lAPF 
approval and marched to the OAS headquarters at the 
Hotel Embajador where it was greeted by Secretary 
General Mora. In a series of speeches conspicuously 
lacking any anti-US tone, Imbert and other GNR leaders 
stressed their devotion to democracy and anticonmunism. 
A Constitutionalist rally scheduled for the same day. 
was postponed until 14 June at the reported insistence 
of the AFCJ« 



(^0 Msg, Santo Domingo 2400 to State, 132330Z Jun ^ 
65, JCS IN 11147. U^) Msg, Santo Domingo 2403 to State, 
140405Z Jun 65, JCS IM 11207. (^-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMREP 
to CINCLANT, 140429Z Jun 65. 



In Washington, former Dominican President Balaguer 
informed the State Department of his support for an 
"administrative" government for the Dominican Republic 
and suggested that informal approaches should be made 
to other nations that might support such a government. 



(pC) Msg, State 1433 to Santo Domingo, 13 Jun 65, 
JCS IN 11249, 
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14 Jun 65 Despite the many rumors of violence scheduled iur 1'^ 

June, Santo Domingo was relatively calm. Constitution- 
alist forces fired on Brazilian Marine positions along 
the eastern boundary of the ISZ at midnight 13-1^ June. 
After a sporadic exchange of small arm fire, a Consti- 
tutionalist representative apologized to lAPF Head- 
quarters stating that the firing had been a mistalce 
■ and that Constitutionalist policy was not to attaclc 
any Latin American troops. In the first- incident of 
its kind, a booby-trapped Jeep exploded in the early 
morning when the driver sl^arted the engine. Seven 
civilian? were killdd in the blast, which occurred in 
the northern section of the city. 



6^ Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 1503^02 Jun 65. 
Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 1505302 Jun 05. 



Deputy Secretary Vance directed General Palmer 
by teleohone to discuss with General Alvim on 15 June 
Phase III withd3?awal of US troops (2 battalions of the 
82d Abn). 



Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 1505302 Jun 65. 



A Constitutionalist rally, postponed from the 
previous day, drew an enthusiastic crowd of aoout 
8,000. The speeches were anti-American in tone and 
demanded violence. Caamano called on the people to 
fight with him to the end or until we win, without 
one step backward."' 



C^Qp 3) Msg, Santo Domingo 2iH4 to State, 
I5OI5OZ Jun 65, JCS IN 12324. 



Ambassador Bunker informed the State Department 
that the emphasis of the OAS three -man .committee » s 
proposals for a political solution in the Dominican 
Republic should center on an agreement for elections. 
He feared that another attempt to create a provisional x 
government without prior agreement to the election 
principle would embroil the committee in the same 
disputes over personalities and politics that had 
olagued orevious efforts. He added that in putting 
forward the election proposal the committee would also 
urge the immediate establish.Txent of an apolitical 
government for the interim period. To provide such a 
government with the necessary legal authority, the ^ 
committee had been considering an "institutional acL 
to spell out prerogatives and functions. Bunker hopea 
to have the agreement of the committee to this pro- 
posal by 16 or 17 June and to present it to Imbert, 
Caamano, and the public on the next day. 



(^EXDIS-Gp 4) Msg, Santo Domingo ^5 to S-fea-fee, 
14^^4302 JiU3 65, JCS IN 11218. 
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15 Jiin 65 At 073c hours Constitutionalist troops opened fire 
on US Cavalry Reconnaissance elements screening the 
Rio Ozama and at 0750 on US forces in the LQC with 
small arras, machine g-ons, mortars, tank guns, and 
bazookas. At General Alvim's direction, US troops 
advanced from their positions around the power plant. 
At 1100 they extended the LOG two blocks west and 
four blocks south to out-flank the main ^source of fire 
and to provide a buffer zone around the power plant. 
Having been outflanked, the Constitutionalist withdrew 
several blocks. At 1225 the Constitutionalists fired 
on Brazilian positions in the IS2 and at the National 
Palace. At l645, again at General Alvim's direction, 
US troops advanced several, blocks against little, 
resistance. At 1730 the OAS Committee approved Gener- 
al Alvim's actions and granted the lAPF authority to 
retain the approximately 30 block area acquired in 
the tv/o-phase operation. The day's operations cost 
the lAPP 2 US KIA, 28 US WIA, and 1 Brazilian WIA. 
Constitutionalist losses were estimated at 77 killed 
and 45 wounded. 



tS'-EXDIS-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 
I60725Z Jun 65, JCS IN 14310. C^-SXDIS-Gp 3) Msg, 
USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, I7O65OZ Jun 65, JCS IN I5908. 



UN representative Rikhye, who. General Palmer 
reported "had a particularly busy day trying to sabotage 
the OAS," was in the Constitutionalist zone during the 
early morning attack and tried to "sabotage" the OAS 
by sending a flash message to the UN repeating Caamano's 
charge that "North American" forces had started the 
fight. Rikhye Justified the hasty report on the 
grounds that he supposedly could not get in touch with 
General Alvlm, General Palmer, or the OAS Committee. 
Rikhye appeared at General Alvim's headquarters about 
1300 with an offer to mediate between the Constitution- 
alists and the lAPP. Alvim informed him that mediation 
was not a. responsibility of the UN, but of the OAS, 
and that the cease-fire was between the Imbert and 
Caamano forces. 



(^-SXDIS-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 
I60725Z Jun 65, JCS IN 14310. 



General Alvim reported the attack to the OAS Com- 
mittee and requested that it protest to the Consti- 
tutionalists this "flagrant" cease-fire violation. 
The Committee approved Alvim's actions, authorized 
the lAPF to retain the extension of the LOC, and for- 
warded General Alvim's report to the UN Secretary 
General. Meanwhile, Caamano and Aristy broadcast 
statements charging "savage aggression by Inter- 
ventionist forces and vowing to fight to the end. 



(U) Msg, Saxizo Domingo 2426 to State, 152140Z Jar. 
65, JCS IN 13717. Msg, Santo Domingo 2443 to State, 

1512032 Jun 65, JCS IN 14501. 
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The GNR took no part in the day's action, ana 
Imbert denied Constitutionalist charges that t.^o GNR . 
frigates had fired on their zone. 



(-eT-Gp 3) Msg, Santo Domingo 2438 to State, 
I6025OZ Jun 65, JCS IN 14094, . 



Because- of the situation in Santo Domingo, General 
Palmer did not raise the question of reduction of US 
forces with General Alvlm, as Deputy Secretary Vance ^ 
had requested the previous day. General Palmer hoped 
to discuss the subject with Alvim in the near future 
when "an auspicious time" presented itself. Mr, Vance 
agreed. 



Ca^EXDIS-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, ^ 
I60725Z Jun 65, JCS IN 14310. 



16 Jun 65 At 1530 hours Constitutionalist forces opened heavy 

fire against US troops in the area south of the power 
plant. US forces held fire until the OAS Committee 
had adjourned its meeting with Caamano in the Consti- 
tutionalist zone at 1700 hours. At 190O hours the 
* Constitutionalists fired on Brazilian troops in the^ 
Palace area and along the eastern boundary of the I3Z. 
US forces suffered 1 KIA and 4 WIA during the day and 
Brazilian casualties totalled 4 WIA. 



(^p 3) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, I7065OZ 
Jun 65, JCS IN 15908. {JS) Msg, Santo Domingo 2459 to 
State, 16232OZ Jun 65, JCS IN 15478. 



General Alvim submitted a detailed report to the 
OAS Committee on the 15 June violations. The Com- 
mittee forwarded the report to the UN Security Council, 
stating that the defensive measures adopted by General. 
Alvlm had been discussed and approved by the Committee 
prior to their initiation; that the lAPF would hold the 
new position established on 15 J^-me pending satisfactory 
assurances from Caamano that such violations would not 
recur; and that the GNR had not been involved in the 
15 June actions. 



(U) Msg, Santo Domingo 2450 to State, 16183OZ Jun 
65, JCS IN 15119. 



CINCLANT concurred in General Palmer's proposal 
for the organization of a battalion headquarters and 
a headquarters con?>any capable of controlling three 
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separate Latin American Infantry companies in the 
Dominican Republic. CINCLANT requested the JC3 to 
provide the necessary equipment Tor the headquarters 
when it was approved and manned by the* OAS. 

At the same time the JCS oraered the return of 

the USNS GBIGER to normal operations. The GEIGER had 

been lying off the Dominican Republic to assist in 
evacuation of US troop's , 



(<r-Gp 4) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, l6031^Z 
Jun 65, JCS IN 14251. U^T-G^ 4) Msg, CINCLANT to JCS, 
162104Z Jun 65, JCS IN 15387. (;0<-Gp 4) Msg, JCS 4034 
to CINCLANT, 162IIOZ Jun 65. 



The OAS Committee met with Caaraano and Imbert. 
Ii bert pledged that his forces would abide by OAS 
wl ^hes and refrain from attacking Caamano under any 
ct rcumstances. Ambassador Bunker reported that Caamano, 
although maintaining that US troops had started the 
firing on 15 June, was still amenable to a negotiated 
solution. Because the negotiations were at a critical 
stage, with the Committee planning to announce its 
scheme for a oolitical solution in the next 24 hours. 
Bunker and General Alvim asked General Palmer to try 
to maintain quiet for the next 48 hours. 



Msg, Santo Domingo 2459 to State, I6232OZ Jun 
65, JCS IN 15478. (^'-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 
I7065OZ Jun 65, JCS IN 15908. 



The Soviet delegate proposed that the UN Security 
Council go to Santo Domingo for an on-the-spot exami- 
nation. US representative Yost told the Council that 
the Soviet proposal would only make the OAS task in 
the Dominican Republic more difficult. Yost called 
the Constitutionalist attack the most flagrant and 
serious violation of the OAS cease-fire to date and, 
like the Soviet complaint to the Security Coiincil, had 
been timed to follow the Constitutionalist rally of 
l4 June. 



(U) NY Times , 17 Jun 65, 18. 



17 Jun 65 After the heavy firing of the previous two days, Santo 

Domingo was relatively calm. In consonance with Bunker's 
effort of the previous day. General Palmer ordered US 
forces to return fire only when absolutely necessary 
US troops returned fire only twice during the day. In 
another incident, two US soldiers were captured when 
they strayed into the Constitutionalist zone. Caamano 
offered to exchange them for 30 of his troops detained 



by the lAPP, but General Palmer was in no hurry zo 
arrange the release of the two soldiers since they 
were captured through their own misconduct. It was 
inroortant, he said, not to let the incident influence 
the impending OAS negotiations. 



(^£XOIS-Gp 3) Msg,' USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 
I8O2OOZ Juii 65, JCS IN 17246. (>2r^Gp 4) Msg, USCOMDOMRE? 
to CINCLANT^ I8O258Z Jun 65, JCS Hi 173^3. (U) Msg, 
Santo Doneogo 2470 to State, 171315Z Jun 65. 



General Palmer requested CINCLANT to deploy immedi- 
ately one tank platoon (5 tanks) with appropriate head- 
quarters, service, and maintenance elements to the 
Dominican Republic. The advantages of a US tank pla- 
toon in the lAPF would: increase combat power; add 
capability in street fighting; provide greater psycho- 
logical influence; and be useful in combined arms 
training. The presence of the tank platoon would also 
aid in persuading General Alvim to accept a further 
reduction of US forces in the Dominican Republic. 



(>e<Gp 4) Ms§, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 171627Z 
Jun 65, JCS IN 16538 . 



CINCLANT requested JCS authority to redeploy the 
A/229 Assault Helicopter Con^any to CONUS. 



(/'-Gp 4) Msg, CINCLANT to JCS, 171902Z Jun 65, 
JCS IN 16964. 



General Alvim again protested to the OAS Committee 
the unprovoked Constitutionalist attacks of 15-16 June, 
and the Committee passed the protest on to the UN. 
Meanwhile, General Palmer reported to CINCLANT that the 
APCJ, which was not fully under Caamano 's- control, was. 
responsible for the 15-16 June firing in Santo Domingo. 



(U) Msg, Santo Domingo 2480 to State, I82OIOZ Jun 
65, JCS IN 17168. (^-BXDIS-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to 
CINCLANT, I802OOZ Jun 65, JCS IN 17246. 



18 Jun 65 The OAS Committee presented its proposal for a political 
solution to the Dominican crisis. to Caamano at 0930 
and to Irabert at 1100 and then released it to the press. 
The proposal provided for the following actions: 
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1. General Elections under OAS supervision 
within six to nine months. 

2. Opportunity for all leaders of democratic 
political parties abroad to return to the 
Dominican Republic and to participate in 
the elections, 

3. Immediate termination of the armed struggle 

■ with the return of all members of the 
regular armed forces to their barracks and 

■ the dissolution of irregular forces, 

4. Surrender to the OAS of all arras in the 
hands of the civilian population. 

3, Resunq3tion of the nation's normal economic 
life. 

6, Formation of a provisional government to 
serve until the elections and preparation 
of an institutional act to serve as a pro- 
visional charter until the people could 
decide the constitutional issue in a con- 
stitutional assembly to meet after the 
election. 

To carry out this program, the OAS Committee pro- 
posed: the creation of. a new OAS electoral commission 
to work with the Dominican Central Electoral Board in 
orgamizing and supervising the Dominican elections; 
the continuation of the Inter-American Commission on 
Human Rights "in the Dominican Republic to assure re- 
spect for political rights throughout the electoral 
period; and the immediate establishment of an expanded 
program of economic amd technical asslslcance for the 
Dominican Republic. 



{^) Msg, Santo Domingo 2500 to State, 182225Z Jun 
65, JCS IN 18572. (e) Msg, Santo Domingo 2475 to 
State, 18OOO5Z Jun 65, JCS IN 17089. 



Reaction of both sides to the proposal was 
cautious. Caamano characterized the plan as contaiplng 
"positive elements," but requested three or four days » 
to study it. He also requested withdrawal of lAPF 
forces from the advanced positions taken along the LOG 
on 15 June. Imbert stated that his government could 
accept "almost all of the proposal" although some points 
would require further discussion. 



Msg, Santo Dominao 2^96 to State, l3l635Z 
Jun 65, JCS IN 18075. ff^ Msg, Santo Domingo 2497 to 
State, 132019Z Jun 65, JCS IN I83IO. 



The State Department was concerned that the OAS 
proposal did not deal with the Comnunist problem, but 
Ambassadors Bunker and Bennett noted that existing 



Dominican laws made Communist parties lllet-jal ana chat 
they "plan to maice certain" that the Committee's "insti- 
tutional Act" of the interim government would retain 
those laws. Further, they would try to influence the 
committee to exert influence on the new OAS electoral 
commission to assure an "anti-Communist viewpoint." 
With regard to the question of whether Communists 
could stand for election as candidates of non -Communist 
parties, the US Ambassadors "intend" that the "insti- 
tutional act" would permit the deportation of known 
Communists.. "We also mesm to see," they reported to 
Washington, that the provisional government was con5)Osed 
of "firm anti-Communists." 



O^EXDIS-Gp 1) Msg, State 1478 to Santo Domingo, 

18 Jun 65, JC3 IN 17624. (^EXDIS-Gp l) Msg, Santo • 
Domingo 2490 to State, I81OIOZ Jun 6^, JCS IN 17639. 



Meanwhile, in response to Qeneral Palmer's re- 
quest of the previous day, CINCLANT sought JCS authority 
to deploy one tank platoon with appropriate headquarters, 
service, and maintenance elements to the Dominican 
Republic. 

The JCS informed the Secretary of Defense that 
efforts should be continued to obtain General Alvlm's 
agreement to the withdrawal of two US airborne bat- 
talions (Phase III withdrawal) from the Dominican 
Republic. The JCS saw no advantage in General Alvlm's 
sxiggestion that the two battalions be located in Puerto 
Rico on an interim basis, nor did they favor discussion 
of US-Latin American force levels within the lAPP with 
the OAS in Washington. The JCS also recommended ap- 
proval of CINCLANT' s 11 June recommendations for immedi- 
ate redeployment of 214 support personnel no longer re- 
quired in Santo Domingo and for standing authority to • 
redeploy limited numbers of support personnel in excess 
of requirements in the Dominican Republic. 



(/flQp k) Msg, CINCLANT to JCS, l8l548Z Jun 65, 
JCS IN 18030. (S-Gp 3) JCSM-476-63, "Phase III With- 
drawal of Forces from the Dominican Republic ijir) , 
18 Jun 65, derived from C^Gp 3) JCS 2338/24, same 
subj, 15 Jun 65, JMP 9128.4 (25 May 65). (For SecDef 
reply see 23 Jun 65.) 



The Constitutionalists released the two US soldiers 
captured the previous afternoon. 



Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 190330Z Jun op. 



19 Jun 65 General Palmer informed CINCLANT that three battalions 
of the 82d Airborne Livision were in a training s tat as 
with no current operational mission and that a fourth 
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batiiaiior] at San Isiai-^o couia be relieved Jo;ninicar: 
forces. Although Gent3ral Alvim did not I'avor farther 
US force reductions pending agreement on a political 
solution. General Palner Intended '.'to persevere" with 
him on this subject. 



{/'-EXDIS-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMREP tD CINCLANT, 
2002522 Jun 65, JCS IN 20122. 



20 Jian 65 Reaction to the OAS proposal of 18 June was cautious. 

Caaimano announced his intention to negotiate on the 
basis of the proposal, stating that the proposal 
"could resolve the Dominican political problem peace- 
fully." PRD sources agreed that the Constitutionalists 
had accepted the proposal in principle and predicted 
a PRD victory in the elections. There was no further 
QNR comment since the Imbert statement of 18 June, and 
GNR military leaders were also noncommittal, awaiting 
Constitutionalist reaction to the proposal. 



(JT-Gp 3) Msg, Santo Domingo 2517 to State, 200015Z 
Jun 65, JCS IN 20277. Msg, Santo Domingo 2524 to 

State, 210055Z Jun 65, JCS IN 20696. («) Msg, Santo 
Domingo 2532 to State, 210550Z Jun 65, JCS IN 21131. 



The OAS committee continued Its consultations with 
Dominican leaders on the formation of an interim govern 
ment. It met with the civilian members of Caamano's 
negotiating team and informed them that once a pro- 
visional government had been formed, the lAPF would be 
reduced to the minimum necessary to maintain peace in 
the pre -electoral period. 



(<f-Gp 4) Msg, Santo Domingo 2555 to State, 
22185OZ Jun 65, JCS IN 23276. (jg'-Gp 3) Msg, Santo 
Domingo 2552 to State, 221345Z Jun 65. 



21 Jun 65 The Constitutionalists accused US forces of looting 

amd drunken behavior in their zone, of confiscating ^ 
all groceries in the possession of anyone attempting 
to enter the zone, and of harassing civilians. Gener- 
al Palmer declared these allegations false. 



(JS) Msg, Santo Domingo 2547 to State, 220115Z Jun 
65, JCS IN 22349. 



General Palmer discussed vtlzh General Alvim the 
desirability of reducing US forces in the lAPF, but 
Alvim was opposed to any further US withdrawals prior 



■:o a poiiticai agreement. Aivim agreea, howevoi*, 
that once a political agreement was achieved, the 
lAPP could be reduced to: l) a US brigade force of 
three airborne infantry battalions, one. 105rnm howitzer 
artillery battalion, one air mobile companyj one combat 
engineer con^jany, and one medium tank platoon, dIus 
appropriate signal, medical, and r-tP elements; 2) a 
Latin American brigade of one Brazilian Army battalion 
and two composite Latin- American battalions; 3) a U3 
logistic command appropriate to the total lAPF and 
certain other US forces, such as psyv^ar, special forces, 
civil affairs, and MPs, . necessary for a balanced IA?J. 
Both Palmer and Alvtm agreed that the Dominican Re- 
public might remain unstable for several years and 
that lAPF troops might have to remain longer than- the 
proposed six- to nine-month period pending elections. 



(jff) Msg, USCOMDCMREP to CINCLANT, 220250Z Jun op. 



General Palmer also recommended to General Alvira 
the institution of vehicular lAPF patrols into the 
Dominican countryside. He proposed that daylight 
patrols with positive radio communications be sent 
out in three directions from Santo Domingo (east toward 
La Romana, north toward Santiago, and west toward 
Barahona) with the purpose of showing the OAS flag, 
sampling popular sentiment, supporting law and order, 
and exercising the right of lAPP to unlimited access 
m the Dominican Republic. 



(-r-EXDIS-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 
220515Z Jun 65, JCS IN 22304. 



23 Jxin 65 Deputy Secretary Vance approved the JCS recommendations 
of 18 June for the Immediate redeployment of 214 sup- 
port personnel no longer required in Santo Domingo and 
for standing authority for CINCLANT to redeploy support 
personnel In excess of requirements in the Dominican 
Republic . 

CINCLANT while concurring in General Palmer's 22 
June recommendations on troop reductions in the Domin- ^ 
lean Republic, stated that serious consideration should ' 
be given to delaying the withdrawal pending some po8l-_ 
tive indication of early acceptance of the OAS proposal, 
and that it was not necessary tc place the withdrawn 
battalions on short reaction time at Ft. Bragg. 



Memo, Dep SecDef to CJCS, "Phase III With- 
drawal of Forces from the Dominican Republic 
23 Jun 65, JT4F 9128.4 (25 May 65). (Later summarizea 
in (-8-) 1st N/H of JCS 2338/24, 25 Jun 65, same file.) 
(^EXDIS-Gp 3) Msg, CINCLANT to JCS, 231947Z Jun op, 
JCS IN 24908. 
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TO? S£CK£T 



Ir. Santc Domingo, Caamano .net witn che OA:i Com- 
mittee and presented nis reply to its proposal Tor a 
political solution. He recommended the following 
inodirications : withdrawal of the lAPF not later "han 
one month after the i.istallation of the provitilonal 
government; reincorporation of all Constitutionalism 
military personnel into the armed forces at their 
previous ranks; surrender of all arms to the pro- 
visional government rather than to the OAS; and in- 
clusion of the "Hconomic and Ethico-Soclal gains of 
the people" (the heart of-the 1963 const itut.^on) in 
the Institutional Act", and ratification of the Act 
by the "Present Congress" (apparently the Bosch 
Congress of 1963) . Caamano also requested amnesty for 
his followers to include freedom from penal responsi- 
bility for all actions connected with recent events" 
except for common crimes. Ambassador Bennett commented 
that the Constitutionalist reply, while submitted in 
the form of modification to the OAS proposal, embodisd 
all the conditions consistently advocated by the Consti- 
tutionalists as indispensable to a political solution. 



Msg, Santo Domingo 2568 to State, 232315Z 

Jun 65. 



Later in the day, the Committee met with Imbert 
to hear his reply to the proposal. Imbert offered "to 
expand [the GNR'S] membership or install consultative 
commission," sund he suggested the following changes in 
the CAS proposal: elections to be held in nine months; 
immediate withdrawal of the lAPF upon the adoption of 
the proposal; reincorporation into the armed forces of 
only those who had not violated the military Code of 
Justice; surrender of all arms collected by the OAS to 
the Dominican armed forces within 15 days; "desirability" 
of deporting Communists; and the adoption of a consti- 
tution before the elected government took office. Am- 
bassador Bennett noted that the GNR, like the Consti- 
tutionalists, tried "to save most of its previous po- 
sition," but its response seemed "less forthcoming' 
and had a marked vindictive tone. 



(^) Msg, Santo Domingo 2577 to State, 241130Z 
Jun 65, JCS IN 25761. 



2k Jun 65 The JCS authorized General Palmer to discuss with 
General Alvim the withdrawal of US forces from the 
Dominican Republic on the scale, and according to the 
schedule, recommendec by Palmer on 22 June. The JCS 
also directed the immediate redeployment of the 214 
support personnel no longer required in Santo Domingo 
and redeployment, on a continuing basis, of limited 
numbers of support personnel in excess of requirements. 



(-r-Gp 3) Msg, JCS 4502 to CINCLANT and USCOMDOMHEP, 
2415062 Jun 65. (^-Gp 3) Msg, JCS i;526 to CINCLAiMT, 
2U200CZ Jun 65. 
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In a separate action, the JC3 requestea the oecre- 
tary or Defense's approval of CINCLANT's 17 June recom- 
mendation for the return of Company k, 229th Assault 
Helicopter Battalion, to the CONUS. • 



i^-Gp 3) JCSM-495-65, "Redeployment of Corrqjany A, 
229th Assault Helicopter Battalion (jar)/' -24 Jun 63, 
derived from (^'-Gp 3) JCS 2338/26, '^Redeployment of 
Con^jany A, 229th Helicopter Battalion from the Domin- 
ican Republic (U)," 22 Jun 65, JI4F 9128.4 (17 Jun 65). 



25 Jun 65 In San Francisco de Macoria; a group of armed civilians 
overran the national police station and attacked the 
army barracks at the edge of the city. Heavy firing 
took place throughout the morning, but by afternoon, 
the QNR reported the situation under control, US 
helicopters flew an lAPP inspection team to San 
Francisco de Macoria, but the team received little co- 
operation from the local police and military authorities. 
General Palmer reported that 100 armed civilians had 
participated in the attack and that 8 had been killed 
and 37 wounded. Ambassador Bennett informed the State 
Department that available intelligence indicated heavy 
Coramunlst involvement in the attack. 

In Santo Domingo, mobs of up to 3,000 persons 
looted warehouses and stores in the Constitutionalist 
zone. Ambassador Bennett reported that another 3,000 
persons passed through one checkpoint into the Consti- 
tutionalist zone with en^ty bags, apparently to Join 
the looters. 



Msgs, Santo Domingo 26OO to State, 252245Z 
Jun b5, JCS IN 28114; 2613, 26114CZ Jun 65, JCS IN 
33950. (^'-EXDIS-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMRfiP to CINCLANT, 
260405Z Jun 65, JCS IN 28621. (^-Gp 2) Msg, Santo 
Domingo 26l9 to State, 262330Z Jun 65, JCS IN 29437. 



In accordance with the JCS Instructions of 24 
June, General Palmer discussed with General Alvim the 
question of further US troop withdrawals from the Domin- 
ican Republic. As result, they agreed to the following: ? 
an announcement on or about 3 July, that a two -battalion 
brigade of the 82d Airborne Division ( 1,400 men) would 
be withdrawn from the Dominican Republic; completion 
of the withdrawal of one of the battalions on or about. 
10 July; and an indefinite withdrawal date for the second 
battalion. The date set for the withdrawal of the second 
battalion would depend on the situation at the time of 
the withdrawal of the first battalion. 



(/-Gp 3) Msc, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 252330Z 
Join 65, JCS IN 28195. 



lU 



Couiraancliig co che Scace jepari:r.ienc o/i various 
forms of provisional government tnat the OAS Committee 
rnlght suggest, Ambassador Bunker favored a government 
headed by a single executive, since .Dominican experience 
had proved the collegiate form of government unsatis- 
factoiv, and recommended against a provisional congress 
or legislative council. He favored, therefore, a pro- 
visional government with a president, a non -political 
cabinet, and an advisory committee of. eminent persons 
and technicians. 



(e'-LIMDIS) Msg, Santo Domingo 26l2 to State, 
26063OZ Jun 65, JCS IN 28875. 

26 Jun 65 In Santiago, Police fired into a rock -throwing crowd 

and wounded three civilians. There were similar inci- 
dents in the northern towns of Gurabo, Licey, and 
Pimentel, resulting in three deaths. Ambassador Bennett 
reported that an "uneasy peace" reigned in towns where 
the Constitutionalists had been active; military and 
police patrols were nuich in evidence and a curfew was 
being inf creed. 



(jg^LIMDIS) Msg, Santo Domingo 2629 to State, 
271155Z Jun 65, JCS IN 29823. Msg, Santo Domingo 

2631 to State, 27231OZ Jun 65, JCS IN 30072. 



The Paraguayan contingent (I83 personnel) for the 
lAPP arrived in Santo Domingo and was placed under the 
operational control of the Latin American Brigade. 



(^-Gp 4) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 270102Z.. 
Jun 65, JCS IN 295kk. 

27 Jun 65 The Dominican countryside was tense but quiet, with 
the exception of an Incident at Loma de Jeua where 
four Constitutionalists were killed. In Santo Domingo, 
looting continued In the Constitutionalist zone, but 
General Palmer reported that Caamano»s troops were | 
trying to control the looters. 

The lAHRC team of criminologists, investigating 
alleged atrocities in the Dominican Republic, reported 
the discovery of five more bodies near the GNR Victoria 
Penitentiary. 



^ Msg, Santo Domingo 2638 to State, 28II3OZ Jun 
65, JCS IN 30415.. t^EXDIS-Gp 3) iMsg, USCOMDOMREP to 
CINCLANT, 280253Z Jun 65, JCS IN 3OI6I. (U) Wash. Post , 
28 Jun 65, 12. 



In the political pause follov/ing the first round 
of ta j s on the QA£ ^opogaJ.? Xat a <pj3Qyifl.a or.ai ^y^Lca - 
ment. Ambassador Bunker suomi::ted a lengthy assessment 
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TO? aSCa»- 



■ mP 8B eRET — 



of the ?. i cuat ic;-: zo the litate Departrner:i^ . nariKer 
concluded that the Committee's l8 June proposal was 
still the best available solution. He considered the 
GNR's refusal to stand aside in favor of a rrovisionai 
government the major difficulty facing the Committee, 
but he vas encouraged by reports that a new provisional 
government was acceptable to the GNR military leaders, 
and he hoped they would exert pressure on Imbert to 
step do-j^n. He added, however, that the GNR military 
leaders were "as anxious as Irabert for a solution 03'* 
force," and they feared .Imbert ' s removal "could open 
way for their own." Bunker believed, therefore, that 
restructuring the military establishment was essential, 
but he saw no prospects for radical changes in the mili- 
tary leadership in the near future. He considered the 
GNR*s dependence on US financial assistance a source of 
"major leverage," but he expected to use this leverage 
only if "absolutely necessary, " He reported that the 
Constitutionalists were still resisting the OAS pro- 
posal on the issues of communism, the control of the 
military, and popular approval of the Institutional 
Act, but he thought that these problems could be re- 
solved once a provisional government was established. 
The Committee had concluded that Hector Garcia Godoy 
was the best choice to head the provisional government i 
and Bunker stated that if Garcia would give the Com- 
mittee a firm commitment on "handling the Communist 
problem," a provisional government might be established 
during the next week. Bunker planned to schedule 
elections nine months after the provisional government 
took office with can^aignlng restricted to the last 
three months of that period. 



(^-EXDIS) Msg, Santo Domingo 2628 to State, 
27O53OZ Jun 65, JCS IN 29668. 



28 Jun 63 Looting continued in the Constitutionalist zone of 
Santo Domingo, and Caamano's troops fired tear-gas 
grenades into a crowd of 400 persons. The Constitution- 
alist radio blamed the looting on persons Infiltrated 
by the GNR. 



tflf«-Gp 2) Msg, Santo Domingo 2646- to State, 
2S233OZ Jun 65, JCS IN 31201. 



CINCLANT concurred in 25 June proposal for the 
withdrawal of a two-battalion brigade (1,400 men) of 
the 82d Airborne Division. 

At the saune time, the Secretary of Defense asked 
the Secretary of the Army if it would be possible to 
replace the 82d Airborne Division battalions in the 
Dominican Republic with nonairborne battalions . 



(-8^EXDIS-Gp 3) yi^&3 CINCLANT zo CJCS, 281240Z Jun 
65, JCS IN 30583. Memo, 3ecDef to Under SacArmy, 

28 Jur. 65, end to (e'-Gp U) JCS 2338/29, "Deployment 
of trs Army Troops in the Dominican Republic [U) ,^ 1 Jul 
65, J>!F 9123.4 <22 65). (?Gi' Amy ^a^ly 1 •J'Uly.; 



JPef-SECRST 



The State Department agreed with Ambassador 
Bunker's 2? June assessment of the Dominican situ- 
ation. On the Communist issue, the Department in- 
structed Bunker to stand firm against Constitution- 
alist demands for a '^no-deportation" guarantee, legal 
recognition of the APCJ, and laws which might impede 
control of Communist subversion. The Department con- 
sidered Hector Garcia Godoy acceptable if the Com- 
mittee decided to propose him as president. With re- 
gard to Imbert's sensitivity about stepping aown, the 
Department suggested that the Committee obtain a 
commitment from the provisional government to issue a 
statement as Its first official act, praising Irabert' 
aex»vlces« 



(.^p 2) Msg, State to Santo Domingo, 28230OZ 
Jun 65 • 



Former Dominican President Joaquin Balaguer arrived 
in Santo Domingo and announced his support for the OAS 
proposal calling on the Constitutionalist and GNR 
leaders to step aside for a provisional government, Ke 
pledged his party's cooperation in the formation of tne 
provisional government, but stated that he would not 
take office in that government since that would dis- 
qualify him for high office in the elections to follow. 



Lb) Msg, Santo Domingo 26^5 to State, 282230Z Jun 
65, JCS IN 31090. (U) NY Times, 29 Jun 65, 1. 

29 Jun 65 The Deputy Secretary of Defense approved the JCS recom- 
^ mendation of 25 June for the return of Company A, 229th 

Assault Helicopter Battalion, to the CONUS. As a result, 
JCS authorized CINCLAOT to return the unit to normal 
operations* 



Let Memo, Dep SecDef to CJCS, "Redeployment of 
Company A, 229th Assault Helicopter Battalion 
29 Jun 65 attached to (-0-Gp 3 JCS 2338/26-1, 30 Jun [ 
65, JMP 9128.4 (17 Jun 65). (JW>p 3) Msg, JCS 6798 
to CINCLANT, 292156Z Jun 65. 

In response to an Assistant Secretary of Defense, 
ISA, request, the JCS reviewed the current force ob- 
jectives listed m JSOP-70 for a possible restructuring 
of the Dominican armed forces; The JCS <5oncluded that 
the objectives for Dominican forces listed in JSOi'- re- 
development of a small, effective Joint service counter- 
insurgency force capable of reinforcing ^^e national 
police In maintaining civil order and combatting guer- 
rilla insurgencies--provided a sound basis for re- 
building the Dominican military forces once order was 
restored. The JCS added that the development of a 



separate, unified constabulary-type fort!e would 
strengthen the power of the military establlahmerit 
vls-a-via the civilian government; they .considered 
such a force unnecessary, provided the police and 
military forces were adequately equipped and trained. 



■ * 

(«^p 4) JCSM-500-65 to SecDef , "Dominican 
Republic Military Forces (iJ)," 29 Jun S3, derived 
from 4) JCS 2338/21-1, same subj, I8 Jun 65, 

JMP 9128.4 (21 May 65). 



30 Jun 63 In reply to the repeated requests that lAPF lines along 
the LOC be withdrawn to pre- June 15 positions, the OAS 
Committee informed Caamano that lAPP forces would retain 
"for the present" their current positions. The Com- 
mittee cited the following Justification for its de- 
cision: the vital in5)ortance of maintaining the securi- 
ty of the lAPF in light of the casualties sustained in 
past weeks; the lAPP responsibility for observance of 
the cease-fire; and the need for unimpeded functioning 
of the city's power plant, which was included in the 
15 JUne LOC extension. 



(Jg) Msg. Santo Domingo 2673 to State, 3O24O0Z Jun 

65, JCS IN 34445. 



OSCOMDOMREP recommended to CINCLANT strength and 
organization figures for D3 units to perform peace- 
keeping functions as part of the lAPF during the period 
of a provisional Dominican government, pending OAS- 
powered elections, and to advise and train the Domin- 
ican Armed Forces during the same period. General Palmer 
recommended the retention of 6,744 US officers an6 men. 
in the Republic: 1) an airborne infantry brigade of 
three infantry battalions, one artillery battery, one 
engineer companv, one reconnaissance platoon and one 
tank platoon; 2) one air mobile company, and 3) a lo- 
gistical support element to support the entire lAPF. 
General Palmer also recommended a command organization 
for the residual force consisting of a CG and head- 
quarters, DSDOMREP, to assume both the long term mission | 
of USCOMDOMREP and the tactical command of US forces in 
the Dominican Republic. (CINCLANT referred USCOMDOMREP' s 
recommendations to the JCS on 26 July. For his own 
comments see item, 28 July.) 



(Or-Gp 4) Ltr, USCOMDOMREP USPDR-CG to CINCLANT, 
30 Jun 65, attached to (JSr-Op 4) JCS 2338/32, 3 Aug 65, 
JMP 9128.4 (26 Jul 65). 



- TOP &I30TCT 



Meanwhile, In Santo Domingo Secretary General 
Mora and Alexander Firfer, Director of the AID mlsaionj 
signed an agreement whereby AID granted the OAS $17- 
million for emergency and recovery programs in the 
Dominican Hepublic. The OAS Committee stated that up 
to $8 million would be used for emergency public salary 
payments with the remaining $9 million available for 
recovery programs in bath the public and, private sectors. 



Msg, Santo Domingo 2664 to State^ 3006OOZ Jun 
65, JCS IN 33463. (U) NY Times , 1 Jul 65, 11. . 



116 



1 Jul 65 The Acting Secretary of the Army liirortned tiie .Secre- 
tary of Defense- that his staff was preparing a plan 
for a "tailored army contribution" to the lAP? 
consisting of a 3500-:r^ US Army Brigade with an 
additional force support element of about ^-700 troops 
for ser'/ice support of the entire lAPP. This support 
troop figwe was based on an assumed 5,0U0-man Latin 

American contribution to the lAPF. Since^ a Latin 
American commitment of this magnitude seeked unlikely, 
the Acting Secretary explained that the force support 
figure would be revised later. 



(jaTj Memo, Acting SecArmy to SecDef, "US Army 
Force for Peacekeeping Role in Dominican Republic (U)," 
end to C^-Gp k) JCS 2338/30, same sub J, 7 Jul 65, 
JMF 9123.4 (22 Jun 65). 



2 Jul 63 Constitutionalists attacked the police headquarters at 
Ramon Santana, northeast of San Pedro de Macoris; two 
police and two attackers were killed, and three police 
were wounded. Ambassador Bennett reported that with 
this exception the Republic remained calm. 



(Jg) Msg, Santo Domingo 22 to State, 030330Z Jul 
65, JCS IN 375*^4. 



The OAS committee pz*esented Imbert and Caamano 
a draft of a proposed institutional act for the interim 
government. The draft act included the following pro- 
visions: elections for president, vice president, a 
national congress, and municipal authorities to be 
held nine months after adoption of the act; a three - 
month political can^aign to precede the elections; the 
convening of a constitutional assembly within four 
months of the elections, with the new congress deciding 
the compoaltlon and functions of the assembly. The 
Institutional act was to remain in effect until the 
new congress acted to amend or replace it, pending 
final approval of a constitution by the constitutional 
assembly. 



(^-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, O305IOZ 
Jul 65. 



3 Jul 65 President Johnson announced that two battalions of 

the 82d Airborne Division (1,400) men would be with- 
drawn from the Dominican Republic. The President said 
that he had ordered, the withdrawal on the advice of 
Generals Alvlm and Palmer and with the concurrence of 
the OAS Committee. 



(U) NY Times, 4 Jul 65, 12. 
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In reply to General Palmer's I? June request 
for the deployment of a tank platoon (7 tanks) to 
the Dominican Republic, the CJCS informed CINCLANT 
that the JCS were "reluctant to introduce these 
weapons, particularly at this time.'* General V/heeler 
added, however, that the desirability of deploying a 
tank platoon would be reconsidered when further re- 
duction of US forces in .the Dominican Republic appeared 
appropriate . 



{^Op 4) Msg, JCS 5165 to CINCLANT, 031555Z 
Jul 65. 



3 Jul 65 A US MSTS tanker entered the Rio Ozama to deliver fuel 
oil for the Santo Domingo power plant. Although the 
OAS refused a GNR offer of naval protection, a GNR 
corvette accompanied the tanker to dockside and then 
stationed itself at the Inner bend of the river with 
manned guns pointed at the city. The OAS committee 
and Secretary General Mora protested this action to 
the GNR, and the corvette was withdrawn. The tanker 
discharged its fuel and departed without further inci- 
dent . 

The US Embassy reported that Santo Domingo was 
idfe with rumors of iinpending GNR military action 
against the Cpnstitutionallsts, and mortar shells 
landing near a church in the Constitutionalist zone 
and Injuring three persons gave credence to the rumors. 
The OAS Committee directed an lAPF investigation of 
the incident. In a separate move the OAS met with 
GNR military chiefs and Garcia Godoy in further efforts 
to produce a provisional government. 



(•8^ Msg, Santo Domingo 51 to State, O606OUZ Jul 
65, JCS IN 39t586. (j»^-LIMDIS) Msg, Santo Domingo 53 to 
State, O6070OZ Jul 65, JCS IN 39944. 



The lAPF continued to grow. Paraguay agreed to 
contribute a 29-man communications platoon to the lAPF 
in addition to the Paraguayan combat contingent already 
in Santo Domingo. 



(-ff) Msg, Santo Domingo 51 to State, 060604Z Jul 
65, JCS IN 39886. 



6 Jul 65 Heavy firing broke out at 2300 against the Latin American 
lAPP forces along the eastern perimeter of the ISZ. The 
Latin American troops returned fire and the exchange 
continued for a half hour, but no casualties were re- 
ported on either side. Constitutionalist headquarters 
charged that GNR agents had started the firing, but ar. 
lAPP investigation determined that the Constitutionalists 
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had Ins-lgated the incident. Ambassador Bennett 
reported that the attacks might have haa several 
purposes, but he believed that the .Constitutionalists- - 
wanted primarily to test the morale and reliability • 
of the Latin American troops. 

Both the Constitutionalists and the GNR presented 
to the OAS Commission proposals for a constitutional 
act, USCOMDOMREP reported that the Constitutionalist 
draft, based almost exclusively on the 1963 Consti- 
tution, Vould keep the Bosch regime in existence; 
would allow no deportation of any individuals from 
the country; would require the lAPF to leave within 
one month; and would require the integration of all 
Constitutionalist military into the Dominican services 
at their Constitutionalist appointed rank. General 
Palmer commented, that the Constitutionalist draft was 
"unacceptable," and he expected the OAS to so Inform 
Caanano. 

General Palmer added that the GNR draft act 
remained within the spirit of the OAS proposals. Of 
particular importance the General noted, the GNR pro- 
posal Included a provision keeping the police under 
the contTOl of the armed forces. 



(-d'-EXDIS-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 
0723^oZ Jul 65, JCS IN U2419. 



7 Jul 65 At 0100 hours Constitutionalists threw a grenade and 
fired 20 rotinda at 82d Airborne Division positions In 
the center of the LOC. US troops returned the fire, 
but no casualties resulted. Later in the day, the 
Constitutionalists released a US soldier who had 
wandered into their zone the previous evening. 



f€r-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 0723^8Z 
Jul 65, JCS IN 42419. Msg, Santo Domingo 72 to 

State, O80537Z Jul 65, JCS IN 42667. . ^^.^.^ 



The lAPP investigation of the 5 July charges of ^ 
mortar shelling of the Constitutionalists zone 
cated that no mortar rounds were actually detonated. 
An examination of shell fragments from the alleged 
firing proved that the shells had not been fired 
recently. General Palmer concluded that the Consti- 
tutionalists had fabricated the story of the shelling 
to enlist UN and world axipport. 



(fff-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 072348Z 
Jul 65, JCS IN 42419. 



The OAS Committee continued meetings with Dominican 
leaders of all political factions to discuss its pvt- 
poeed inetitutlonal -Act. 



3 Jul 65 In resoonse to Ambassador Bunker's request, General 
Alvim postponed the institution of daily lAPF re- 
connaissance patrols into the interior of the country 
until the OAS committee could consider the poiitlcai 
linplicaLions of such action and give appropriate 
guidance on the matter. 



(-^ Msg, Santo Domingo 95 to State, 092130Z Jul 
65, JCS IN 45438. 



The OAS committee formally proposed to Caaihaho 
the names of Hector Garcia Godoy and Eduardo Read 
Barreras as President and Vice-President of the pro- 
visional government. After a meeting with his Consti- 
tutionalist colleagues, Caamano announced that an 
"ii^ortant" decision had been made, but would be re- 
viewed at another meeting of Constitutionalist leaders 
before being amnounced to the people. 



(^-EXDIS) Msg, Santo Domingo 88 to State, 090453Z 
Jul 65, JCS IN 44202. (^-Gp 2) Msg, Santo Domingo 91 
to State, 090519Z Jul 65, JCS IN 44277. (Garcia Godoy 
was a career diplomat who had been appointed Foreign 
Minister in the short-lived Juan Bosch Government. He 
was also a successful business man, the head of the 
Dominican tobacco Industry, and despite his many years 
in the Dominican foreign service under Trujillo was 
considered by all a non-political figure. (From NY 
Times, 4 Sep 65, 6.)) . 



The OAS commission of criminologists completed its 
investigation of atrocities in the Dominican Republic. 
Its final report constituted a strong indictment of 
the GNR for noncombatant killings. In view of the 
current . critical stage of political negotiations, 
however, the OAS Committee requested that tne OAS not 
publish the report at this time. Consequently, the 
commission merely announced that it had submlttea its 
report to Washington. 



(jer) Msg, Santo Domingo 80 to State, 081750Z Jul 
65, JCS IN 43578. Ca^Gp 2) Msg, Santo Domingo 91 to 
State, 090519Z Jul 65, JCS IN 44277. 

9 Jul 65 Mortar firing from the northern area of Santo Domingo 
was reported. One round exploded in the LOC and thr||. 
in the Constitutionalist zone. One Dominican civilian 
was wounded in the LOC; there were no US casualties. 

In accordance with the President's 3 July an- 
nouncement, the first of two battalions of the ti2a^ 
Airborne Division began withdrawing from the uominiCcn 
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Republic with an estimated completion date of 11 July. 
Withdrawal of the second battalion and a brigade head- 
quarters was "tentatively" scheduled. to begin on 12 
July. 



NMCC OPSUM 159-65, 10 Jul 65, 1. 



The OAS Conmiissicn listened to the first reactions 
of the Dominican factions to the Conmission * s proposed 
composition of the provisional government. Iraber^t arid 
other GNR leaders "expressed unhappiness" with Garcia 
Godoy as provisional president and questioned the need 
for a vice president. Imbert submitted a list of 21 
possible camdidates, and told the OAS Committee that 
he was still considering turning the government over 
to the military. 

The Constitutionalists accepted Garcia Godoy and 
Read Barreras but with reservations. Before final 
acceptance they wanted to learn the candidates ' views 
on the OAS draft institutional act and on a Consti- 
tutionalist counter-proposal then being prepared on 
"constitutional provisions." 



(^-Gp 2) Msg, Santo Domingo 103 to State, IOO525Z 
Jul 65, JOS IN 46122. 



10 Jul 65 A crowd of civilians attacked three national policemen 
when they attenQ)ted to make an arrest in the LOC. One 
of the policemen panicked and fired into the crowd, 
wounding two persons. US forces broke up the fight; 
In the process one of the policemen was wounded. 

The lAPP investigated the 9 July mortar incident, 
but was unable to find the firing site or determine 
the identity of the mortar crew. Both Imbert and his 
military leaders denied involvement. 



(«CEXDIS) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, IIOI5OZ 
Jul 65, JCS IN 46799. 



Ambassador Bennett reported on the latest develop- 
ments in the OAS Commission's quest for a political 
solution. The Commission met with GNR and Consti- 
tutionalist military and political leaders during the 
day. Bennett noted that the GNR military chiefs had 
said they would support Garcia Godoy as provisional 
president if agreement was reached on the following: 
a disposition of the Constitutionalist officers ac- 
ceptable to the GNR; retention of command by the 
present GNR military chiefs until the elected govern- 
ment took office; and deportation of all Communists. 
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Imbert had repeated ills contention that a govemmeot 
(the GNR) already existed. At any rate, « agreement 
on the institutional Act must precsec the satabllah- 
ment of a provisional govemment. He a'^'^*'^' "^jw^^^fi 
that he was "not against" (jarcla Godoy as provisional 
president, but that before the installation oi the pro 
Visional government it was essential to reaolve the 
situation m the Constitutionalist zone and the dis- 
position of the Constitutionalist military and the 
Vrdcore" Communista. Caamano and his group had no 
objection to an early meeting with the Committee and 
Qarcia Qodoy to consider the remaining problems. 



W Msg, Santo Domingo 114 to State, 110545Z Jul 
65, JCS IN k692i^, 

11 Tui As the result of continuing incidents In the LOC be- 
ll JUl 65 A^,*|^%i^^ii3„3 „d QNR Poli«' the lAPF i"«^as«^ 

Its MP and reconnaissance Patrols In the LOC, routing 
all QNR police vehicles around the LOC through the 
northern part of the city. 

CK'-EXDIS-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMBEP to CINCLAOT, 
120109Z Jul 65, JCS IN 47410. 



The 1/508 Airborne Infantry Battalion, 82d Air- 
borne Division, completed "s withdrawal from the 
Dominican Republic. This left the lAPF with the 
following force strength: 

tnOXED STATES FORCES 

US Amy lO'Jg 
USAF 

loi 



Total 

LATIN AMERICAN FORCES' 



1,1^ 



Brazil on 

Costa Rica ^1: 

El Salvador 

Hondut^as 

Nicaragua f-g- 

Paraguay , 

Total iiOi^ 



{a») NMCC CPSTJM 160-65, 12 Jul 65, 3. ^jf'^H:. 
Gp 3) USCOMDOMRSP to CINCLANT, 120109Z Jul 65, JCS 
WlO. 
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12 Jul 65 The OAS Committee and Garcia Godoy met with the GNR 
and Constitutionalists factions in separate meetings. 
Irabert presented the Committee a memorandum containing 
the same points he and his military chiefs had enumer- 
ated on 10 July. Caamano submitted a 28-point general 
agenda" as a basis for further discussions. Caamano 
responded favorably to the suggestion that military 
representatives of both sides meet with the Committee 
to work out details of the amnesty, provisions involvxng 
the armed forces, and the surrender of weapons. 



(^Gp 3) Msg, Santo Demlngo 136 to State, 130615Z 
Jul 65, JCS IN 48763. 

Ambassador Bunker informed the State Department 
that "many difficult problems" remained to be negoti- 
ated in Santo Domingo, and he was not sanguine that 
matters would be resolved by 4 August when the inter- 
American conference met in Rio de Janerlo. He statea 
that "it would be highly undesirable for the Rio 
meeting to be confronted with major unresolved aspects 
of the Dominican situation," and he recommended post- 
ponement of the conference. 



65, JCS IN 



Ug) Msg. Santo Domingo 126 to State, 122042Z Jul 
48360. 



14 Jul 65 The lAPF initiated four Joint lAPF/GNR P^^^^^ P^^^°J?^, 
m the LOG. Each patrol consisted of one vehicle with 
US and Honduran MP's and a second vehicle with QNR 
police. The Constitutionalists immediately protestea 
to the OAS Committee. 

Two Brazilian soldiers of the lAPF "inadvertently" 
strayed into the Constitutionalist zone jiurlng the day 
In a Jeep, and were captured. Later, soldiers 
were Released with their equipment, in<^l^di"S,^^%i^f • 
The constitutionalists had retained ^^e ams and vehi- 
cles of captured lAPF personnel in previous similar 
Incidents. 



Lr-EXDIS-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 
I5OII8Z Jul 65, JCS IN 51516. 



General Palmer relieved the headquarters of the 
3d Brigade, 82d Airborne Division, and the 1st Battalion, 
505th Airborne Infantry, of all assigned missions, in 
preparation for redeployment to CONUS. 



(TS) NMCC OPSUM l63-65* 15 Jul 65, 1. 



15 Jul 65 The Paraguayan cnmmunicationi^ platoon ( /.-^i :nr;ri ;tr*<i 
equipment) arrived In Santo nomlrij?:o. Thet;e .lUUi- 
tional troops raised zhe number of Pn rafcuayan^ 
serving with the lAPF to a total oi' 212: 



CPfiO NMCC OPSUM 164^65, 16 Cul 65, 1. 



16 Jul 65 The Headquarters of the 3d Brigade, 32d Airborne 

Division and the 1st Battalion, 505th Airborne Infantry^ 
began departing for CONUS. A total of 7 31 personnel 
and 170 vehicles were to be retu3?ned to CONUS by a 
combined airlift and seallft to be completed on 21 July. 



{yg) NMCC OPSUM 165-65, 17 Jul 65, 2. 



UN Security Council President Morozov summoned 
the Council to meet on 20 July to consider the situ- 
ation in the Dominican Republic. Morozov called the 
meeting at the request of Ruben Brache, the repre- 
sentative of the Dominican Constitutionalists, who 
had charged the lAPP with backing, the GNR in a "plan 
of aggression." Meanwhile, the UN Secretary General 
reported to the Council that the situation in the 
Dominican Republic was "potentially explosive," and 
was becoming worse because of economic paralysis and 
military repression. 



(U) NY Times, 17 Jul 65, 3. 



19 Jul 65 In accordance with the JCS authorization of 29 June, 
the Provisional Helicopter Company, 82d Airborne 
Division, assumed the duties of Company A, 229th 
Assault Helicopter Battalion, which began loading 
aboard the LSD SPIEGEL GROVE at Haina for redeploy- 
ment to CONUS. 



(-er-EXDIS-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 
200246Z Jul 65, JCS IN 57873. 



20 Jul 65 Approxi-Tiately 20 rounds of Blnm mortar fell on the 
Constitutionalist zone near the eastern part of the 
LOG at 0205, killing one civilian and wounding another. 
The alleged source of the firing was the GNR-held 
northern section of Santo Domingo. Two lAPF investi- 
gating patrols questioned eye witnesses who claimed 
that the firing came from the Haiti School, north of 
the LOG. The patrol also found fragments of several ■ 
Blmm rounds. The incident was reported to the OAS 
Commission which drafted a letter of protest to the 
GNR. 



TOP SagRa 



General Alvim used the occasion to r^anew niy 
request for U3 counter-mortar radars. Generai Talmer 
told General Alvim that these radars were hign-priorxt v 
Items and questioned their usefulness - in a crowded city 
area, but said he would continue efforts to procure 
them. 



(^Gd 3) Msff, USCOMDOMRSP tc CINCLANT, 2102192 
Jul 65, JCS IN 59591. ^^-EXDI3-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDCMREP 
to CINCLANT, 210232Z Jul 65, JCS IN 39557. 



Redeployment of Company A, 229th Assault Helicopter 
Battalion, to CONUS was completed. Three aircraft with 
personnel of Headquarters, Helicopter Co, 32d Airoorne 
Division, 782d Maintenance Battalion (-;, and Company 
D, 307th Medical Battalion (-), departed Santo Do.nlngo 
for CONUS, completing Phase III redeployment. 



(/-Gp 4) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 202130Z 
Jul 65, JCS IN 59178. 

In the UN Security Council the lAPF was asked to 
withdraw from Santo Domingo by both Ruben Brache, the 
Dominican Constitutionalist representative, and Dr. 
Guaroa Velazquez, the GNR spokesman, US Ambassador 
Francis T. P. Plimpton stated that withdrawal would 
result in resumption of civil war. 



(U) NY Times , 21 Jul 65, 1. 

21 Jul 65 Santo Domingo was quiet with the exception of firing 
by Paraguayan troops of the lAPF to alsperse a rock- 
throwing constitutionalist crowd. General Palmer 
reported that "further evidence" clearly indicatea 
that General Wessin»s force was the guilty party in 
the 20 July mortar incident. 

Generals Alvim and Palmer requested a meeting 
with the OAS Committee for 26 July to discuss the mxl-.- 
tary situation in the Constitutionalist zone and ^ 
Caamano's use of the negotiation period to ^"^P^o^e his 
defenses They also planned to discuss the question 01 
?he a^lpisition of hard-core Constitutionalist prison- 
ers held by the lAPF; the negotiation 01 a one -block 
extension to the ISZ; and the question of how to curb 
the distribution of the Constitutionalist newspaper. 
La Patrla. 



>^-EXDIS-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOI^P to CINCLANT, 
220154Z Jul 65, JCS IN 60986. 
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inr r¥Ti"T — 



The OAS Covincil voted lU to 5 to postpone Iriael 
mitelY the Inter-American Conference that haa Seen 
scheduled to begin 4 August In Rlc de Janeiro k 
major consideration In the decision- to postpone the 
Conference was the Council's view that, since settle 
laent of the Dominican situation appearea remo^-e. a 
meeting during the crisis would be unsuitable. 



(U> NY Time a , 22 Jul 65, 8. 



22 Jul 65 The OAS Coiaiilttee submitted a formal protest to the 
ONR on the 20 July mortar incident. 



Msg, Santo Domingo 215 to State, 221533Z Jul 
65, JCS IN 61769. 

General Palmer recommended to CINCLAWT that the 
OS deploy a tank battalion to the Dominican Republic 

as 80?r. L possible. He also '^<=°T:f ^*Stttal!on 
present artillery battery "e expanded to a battalion^ 
These deployments would permit redeployment of an ai. 
^"I InfS battalion. General Alvlm conc^red. 
estimating ttait these reinforcements wj^^f P^f™^* 
withdrawal of an airborne infantry battalion In early 
August. 

General Palmer also recommended that the Head- 
quarters. XVIII Airborne Corps, oe P»^??^°«* 
^the tible of distribution for a smaller, lower- 
ranking US headquarters had been approved by higher 
authority. 



(J^-EXDIS-Op 3) Ksg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 
22135OZ Jul 65, JCS IN 61982. 



In a meeting with the Constitutionalist negotiating 
commiSion7Ambalaador Bunker obtained agreei^nt. on 
?hrfollowing: the OAS could provide ^lectoi^l as 
sistance to the new government; ^^Sn^^^I^^ |^?ions ; , 
observed in accordance with 0*^ p„„"titutlonallst 

the provisional f'"'*"'"^"^ J^?"|eleotlnreconom^ 
and ONR debts and have a free hand In selecting 

tSl?ed were the major disagreements over the^ure of 
the IA?F and the Dominican army and the aisarmameni- u 
Dominican civilians. 



(jyCGp 4) Msg,. Santo Domingo 229 to State. 230520; 
Jul 65, JCS IN 62980. 
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In a meeting of the UN Security Council, repre- 
sentatives from Jordan, France, and Uruguay expressed 
concern over the GNR'3 cease-fire breach on 20 July, 
Uruguay adding that the UN could not long remain in- 
different to the atrocities for v>/hich the GNR was 
responsible. The Council .decided to review the Domin- 
ican Republic problem on ^ continuing basis, the next 
meeting being set for 26 Jvily. 



(U) Msg, USUN 141 to State, 230006Z Jul 65, JCS 
IN 63058. 



24 Jul 65 The Constitutionalists marked the beginning of the 
fourth month of the Dominican crisis by firing on 
and Latin American troops along the LOG. Only the 
Latin American troops returned the fire. No casualties 
were reported. Shortly after the incident, a Consti- 
tutionalist officer reported to lAPF Headquarters that 
"some irresponsible drunks" had started the fight. 



(-el Msg, Santo Domingo 252 to State, 250558Z Jai 
65, JCS IN 65686. ^-EXDIS-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to 
State, 26OIO5Z Jul 65, JCS IN 66210. 

25 Jul 65 Eduardo Read Barreras announced that he would not serve 
as either vice president or cabinet minister in the 
provisional government because^he believed the problems 
facing such a government were "too difficult. bpe- 
clflcally he feared that the provisional government 
would be unable to control the military or prevent" 
reprisals and repression. 



Msg, Santo Domingo 256 to State, 252210Z Jul 
65, JCS IN 66188. 

27 Jul 65 The OAS Committee delivered a revised draft of the 

proposed Institutional act to Caamano and Imbert ana 
discussed with both factions the problem of the vice 
presidency. Ambassador Bennett reported that the ^ 
discussion with Imbert had been generally Inconclusive 
and indicative of the GNR's obstructionist attitude. 
Further, Imbert had convinced the Committee that he 
intended to "hang on if possible," insisting that the GNR 
was the provisional government. 

Calunano promised to study the new draft and asked 
the Committee to sound out Imbert on two proposed vice- 
presidential candidates. Caamano expressed a willing- 
ness, in the event Imbert rejected both, to agree to 
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^.u^ p^r^-rti tt**** « «5 nroDonal to eiimitiate the pust oi 
the Committee s piufu.>a- « ^^^^.^a i-H^^t- his lovern- 
vice president, ^aamano also stated that 
ment was prepared to xeave military yi" 
provisional government. 



29 Jul 65 



31 Jul 65 



(^-Op 3) Msg. Santo Domingo 2T6 to State, a805352 
Jul 65, JCS IN 69312. 



The OAS Committee and Garcia Godoy met with Caamano 
I^itei^nTrfJaS^^^^^^^ 

alists who reiterated tneir conxiuci armed forces, 

would be handled. 



Ur^Gp 3) Msg, Santo Domingo 289 to State, 3OO5OOZ 
Jul 65, JCS IN 72 W. 



. ^ <i4-ni-p aalced Ambassadors Bennett and 

with Caamano's consent, to restore oMer in 

be undertaken by the iAPF, tne reguia* 
or in a combined operation? 

The Department also wan^ed^n estimate of^the ^ 

measures necessary *o^'^^*2'^-!£f|'^«ithout Caamano 's 

re=te7t^eTov%^ri«e„t were fom^d 
without Imbert'8 approval. 



■ (^-EXDIS-Gp 1) Ksg. State 165 to Santo Domingo. 
31 Jul 65, JCS IN 74896. ____ 



drawal plan was as follows: 



1-28 



■ q!or 013011150? 



imiTSD STAT2S FQRCEo IN JOMRICP 

US ARMY . . 

HG USCOMDOMREP ^ 

32d Abn Dlv . q'cQc 

Non -Division Troops iiPOy 

TOTAL US ARJW 9/^11 



USAF 

HQ CTF 121 (Advon) ^ ^ 

Supporting Units ^'^^ 

Det 1st Air Commando Wg ^ 

TOTAL USAF ^5^ 



MAAG 

TOTAL MAAG 



36 



9,301 (c) 



TOTAL 

LATIN AMERICAN FORCES IN DOMREP 

Brazil ^'^11 

Costa Rica 

Honduras 

Nicaragua 

Paraguay 



T77B& (C) 



(ff^ NMCC OPSUM 178-65, 2 Aug 65, 1. 



1 Aug 6s Responding: to lUo titala T^oparLnuiiL • m-m l; i l ■ .a 51 
July, Ambassadorrj Bunicer anri Benrujtt nnri (3encr-n.l 
palmer noted that if a provisional tiovcrnir.t.-n t vuok 
office, even with Caamano»s consent military Torce 
would srlll be required to reduce sporadic resistance 
by isolated hard-core extremists. Such military 
action should be undertaken by the lAPP, because to 
use Dominicans alone, or, Xn conjuiiction v;ith the lAPF, 
would merely exacerbate hatreds and harden resistance. 

-The US officials considered that the installation 
of a provisional government without Caamano's approval 
was highly improbable. Bennett and his colleagues con- 
cluded that, in the unlikely event that such a govern- 
ment was formed, lAPF operations would be necessarj^ 
to sweep the constitutionalist zone or to undertaxe a 
phased reduction of the area, depending on the type 
and strength of resistance. 

The US officials also concluded thaz a provisional 
government could be Installed without Imbert's approval, 
but would require the support of the GNR military and 
police. Without the cooperation of these groups, no 
provisional government coiild govern, unless the US. or 
OAS were prepared to intervene on a massive scale. 



C(«?-EXDIS-Gp l) Msg, Santo Domingo 311 to State, 
020321Z Aug 65, JCS IN 75663. 



2 Aug 65 Ambassadors Bennett and Bunker informed the Department 
of State that they planned to "handle the Communist 
problem" through private agreement with Provisional 
President Garcia Godoy. They had prepared a draft • 
memorandum of understanding for hljn to sign that pro- 
vided: 1) the provisional government woulo exercise 
all powers and resources at its disposal to check the 
growth and eliminate the influence of Communism and 
Castro-Commxanism in the Dominican Republic ; 2) no • 
"Communists, Castroites or Castro -Communist symp^- 
thizers". would hold critical positions in the provl- ^ 
sional government; 3) the National department of ^. ^ 
Investigations would be given responsibility for • 
organizing and coordinating all antisubyerslve actiylK^^^^^.-3^^ 

ties: 4) appropriate US agencies would assist this * 

Department by training personnel and establishing an 
adequate oolice communications system; 5) Important ^ 
information on subversive actlvltes would be furnished 
directly to the provisional president by the US 
Ambassador; 6) the National Department of Investigations 
would keep Communists, Castroites and their sympathizers 
under close surveillance; 7) the provisional president 
would be fumlBhed a list of all Dominican Communists 
and Castroites who had entered the country illegally 
and would arrest them under the law prohibiting the use 
of false identification documents; 3) the provisional 
president would issue a decree imposing heavy penali- 
ties for the Illegal possession of weapons; 9) J^rie 
provisional president would issue a decree prohibiting 
organization of political parties whose alms were 
incompatible with representative democracy; l?)^^^*;^® . ^ 
provisional president would issue a decree establishing 
a special committee on freedom of speech and press 



to dravi up a code of < •.)r.:in.''.j anH ; r.-iM.n- \, i .j I .> Uximim 
to the pi^oviiiionai pre;5itleiiv. . 



(^-EXDIS-Gp 3) Msg, Santo Domingo 324 tu 6tate, 

030120Z Aug 65, JCS zi: 76799. 

3 Aug 65 The GNR armed forces and potlce leaders broadcast their 
latest position on key military and amnesty issues. ..ne 
commvmique called for outlav/ing Coirmunism ahd exil^^xg 
princioal Communist leaders^ exiling Constitutionalist 
officers at double- pay during the term of the provisional 
government, with the elected goverranent to decide next 
steps"; reintegration of pro-Cons::itutionalist enlisted 
men into the armed forces; and ainnesty for civilians and 
ex -military men on the Constitutionalist side except lor 
Communists and common criminals. 

Ambassador Bennett reported that th3 communique had 
been issued without consulting the OAS Commission. As a 
result, the Commission assvuned that the ONR's military 
attitude had hardened." 



ter-Gp 3) Msg, Santo Domingo 33^ to State, 040515Z 
Aug 65, JCS IN 78617. 

k Au<z 65 In view of recent evidences of growing GNR intransigence 
^ concerning the OAS proposals for \Pj:S^i?i°"^l^Sovern- 

ment. OAS and US officials met with GNR leaders. Ambas- 
sador Bennett met with Irabert, urging him "in unequivocal 
terms" to step dom and assist in establishing a pro- 
visional government. He told Imbert that the United 
States supported the OAS Committee in its program for tne 
Dominican Republic, and warned him that the GKR could 
expect no more financial support from the United States. 
In a separate conversation with Inbert, Ambassador 
Bunker repeated the same warning. 

The OAS Committee met with the GMR Service Chiefs 
to seek their support for the provisional government. 
Ambassador Bunker explained the Committee's opposition 
to the deportation of Communists on the ground that it: 
wo\ild merely allow those deported to obtain training and 
funds from Communist -bloc countries. Bunker also ^j--^ 
emphasized that no more OAS "emergency assistance woulc 
be forthcoming until an internationally recognizeo pro- 
visional government had been installed. 

The reaction of the military commanders appeared 
favorable. They cid not repeat their previous insistence 
that Communists be deported, and they claimed to have 
told Imbert that the only government they would suppor. 
was a provisional government established by the OAS. 



f^-Go ^) Msg, Sam^o Domingo 353 to State, O60503S 
Aug 65, JCS IN 8l§67. (^-LIMDIS-Gp 3) Msgs Santo 
D^ingo 350 to State, 052352Z Aug 65, IN 8l874, Santo 
Domingto 342 to State, 050506:^ Aug 65, JCS IN 60377- 
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7 Auk 65 After -epeated irrorti. . ^.ae oA^ Conjn.; iic.j > 

tives of Caamano and Imbert oi.cuss 

problems. Mthough T:he results ol ^^^/f ^^^.^fc^g!:* ^.^nl 
inconclusive, the officials ,?.^^^^^^2!de iC 

suitations with more representatives oi each -xde m 

attendance. 



(Jg'-Gp 3) Msg, San us Domingo 37^ to S.tate, 
080615Z Aug 65, JCS IN 84601. 



At the request of the State ?^P^f V 
Ambassador Bennett f orwaraeo tne J^^^^nd 
Dominican statues outlawing Coinimn.st part.es a^^^ 
the Ihzh of -June Kovenent. . Ar^bassadors Bennett ano 
Bunker advised against relying °^J^^^^/^^^^^^,ere 
a means of controlling Communism 
popularly associated with past regimes ^^belec^^by 

Tpft as "repressive" or "unconstitutional. The 
the Lett as reprcao- provisional government 

Ambassador concluoec ^nat ^{^f^^^^^^^^^V with Com- 
would be in a stronger position to ^5^^/^^^.^?^ 27 
munist parties under laws emanating from Article df 
of it a Institutional Act. 



Le^GD 3) Mag, State lb8 to Santo Doming, 5 Aug 
tAc^tTt int^-^n ^-Go 3) Msg, Santo Domingo 360 
to state, 070538Z Aug 65, JCS IN 8b355.^E|D^ 
CP 2) Msg, Santo Donlngo 373 to State, uowduu^. 
65, JCS IN 84592- 

Assistant secretary of State M^nn conimented on 
Bennett and Bunker -3 £ August plan to deal wltn the 

ll^cio Oodoy's usefulness. Mann suggested chat the. 
^assadors: 1) show 0^^=^%^??°^ J^*^?v,^ri^ 
'^'T..!^ Sr^fs Sfd'cou^ e'of^ctfon;'!) seek 
r?er^l!'u^Slr«anriSletv<een the OAS C^^^ 
Qarcla Oodoy covering high points of the Prooiem, 

Svle'rertsnr^^ "i^Ms^^r r 

?he int^rlor^d SIrector of Investlgatlona on how 
to control the Comnniniata . 

Mann concluded that the provisional f°vern- 
menff ability to deal with Conununlsm would depend 
"to large extent on will of Garcia Ooooy, 

Bennett and Eunker were satisiied .-hat 
Godoy had madrno^ommitments T;hat would Impede nis 
ability to deal effectively with the Coimnunlsts. 

Bennett and Bunker replied that it was their 

"current impression that «°-^Sn«s of 

measure up when it cones to w^ll ^nd iirmneas, 
purpose in office." They agreed to take the 
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specific sreps sugt^ested by ^ i.-uL- 1 

that they could :-ot ;;ive acusoiuuc .asLU'Cince unau 
the Coivununiac problem =..-.jaid uo eJ iocLivuiv 
handled under the prcvisionai tsuvernuioiit . 



060500.1 Aug u5, JCS IK 04592. tif-LXDIS-GP 2) iV.sg, 
State 181 to Santo Domingo, n.d,, JCS IN c55o55. 



9 Aug 65 The OAS Committee presented its solution to the 

Dominican civil war to both sices in the form of the . 
"Institutional Act" previously negotiated with them 
and an "Act of Dominican Reconciliation" presented 
to the two sides now for the first time. The Com- 
mittee also distributed the . documents widely to the 
Dominican population. 

The "Institutional Act" provided for a pro- 
visional government consisting of a president and 
cabinet, with the president exercising full legis- 
lative powers except in such matters as declaration 
of war, approval or repudiation of international 
treaties, creation or suppression of courts, changes 
in military organizations, and declaration of a 
state of siege or national emergency. The Act also 
provided for general elections within nine months, 
with political campaigning limited to the three 
months immediately preceding the election. All 
parties "whose principles were compatible with repre- 
sentative democracy" might participate in these 
elections. The Act guaranteed to the Dominican 
people "all rights consecrated in the American Decla- 
ration of Rights and Duties of Man and the Universal. 
Declaration of Human Rights*" 

The "Act of Reconciliation" consisted of 10 
articles: l) the GNR and the Constitutionalists 
accepted the provisional government presided over 
by Garcia Godoy as the sole and sovereign govern- 
ment of the Dominican Hepublic; 2) the two parties 
accept the "Institutional Act" as the constitutional- ^. 
InstrvLTient under which the provisional government would 
exercise its functions; 3) the provisional government' — 
would, on the day it took office, proclaim a pneral 
amnesty and release all political prisoners; ^) imme- 
diately following the inauguration of the provisional.. ;^ 
government, the Constitutionalist zone would become ---^^ 
part of the security zone established by the "Act of 
Santo Domingo"; 5) the provisional president would 
be responsible for maintaining order in the security 
zone and might call on the lAPP as required; 6) the 
provisional governmeni; would establish centers in the 
security zone for the collection of arras in possession 
of civilians; 7) the Consti;;utionalist government 
would deliver arms now in the possession of civilians 
under their jurisdiction to the provisional govern- 
ment; 8) as soon as the provisional government was 
installed all members of the armed forces who parti- 
cipated on the Constitutionalist side would rejoin 
their units without reprisals and at the rank they 
held on 23 April 19b5; 9) no officer or enlisted uian 
would be subject to punishment of any kind for acts. 
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excepc ooiiuui.>n I'lvlir.e:.? , .is'.uiii » 'ii>: ;■■...•«■ • *>[•<» ■ 
and 10) llie px'OVifl.i.oi.:ii. i\JVvi'>u.\vi)\. wonS'i 
negotiations with Liic 0A3 MccLlut^ i i i'''.n'uifc;n r-la.;iiulei«tj 
regarding runctiona of the lAFF, as well as uiio manner 
and date of its withdrawal. 



(J^ Msg, Sani^o Dumingo 5^^ to Jtate, OcJ-::j.- 
Aug 65, JO^ IN &46b5. (#errLII4DI3 ) IiSg, Sanco Torur.ibc^ 
377 to wtate, 060g16i: Aug 6;:, JCS IN ^^bo^. (^-Gp 3; 
M'Jg, banto Domingo 3Bl -to State, 0818172*' Aug 
JCS IN 84969. (^Gp 3) Msg, Santo Domingo 3c>9 to 
State, C92050Z Aug 65, JCS 11^ 65993. 



Initial reaction by both Dom-nican racciw-rjs co 
the OAS proposals was unf avoraole . The GNR broadcast 
a statement calling for rejection of imposed foreign 
solutions, v/hile Caaniano, at a press conference, 
claimed the Committee proposal had caught him by sur- 
prise. He asserted that questions of amnesty, military- 
re integration, and the lAPF had been excluded from the 
negotiating agenda by common consent and would now 
require further study. At a meeting between Garcia 
Godoy and the Constitutionalist negotiating coKJUittee 
during the afternoon, Hector Aristy singled out 
au»ticlea 4 and 10 of the Act of Reconciliation for 
bitter attack and also objected to article 8. 



(-g'-Gp 1) Msg, Santo DorainRO 393 to State, 092329^ 
Aug 65, JCS IN 86593. t*^Gp 3) Msg, Santo Doiringo 390 
to State, 1007002 Aug 65 j JCS IN 86625. 

The Department of State, with DOD approval, askec 
the Country Team to estimate whait actions were re- 
quired to modernize the Dominican armed forces. Tne 
modernized force was to be capable of maintaining 
internal security, providing a measure of coastal sur- 
veillance against smuggling, and guarding the Haitian 
border. Specifically, the Department of State wantefi-^ 
to know: was a single unified service feasible; could 
the annual cost of the Domii-iican armed forces be cut 
to one half the previous average annual cost; could the 
personnel strength of the Dominican armed forces and 
police be cut by as much as one half? 



t^Gp 3) Msg, State 204 to Santo Domingo, 9 Aug 
65, JCS IN 86358. 



10 Aug 65 Imbert agreed to accept the OAS Conjmittee program 

embodied in the "Institutional Act" and the Act of 
Dominican Reconciliation." In Ambassador Bunker's 
opinion, Imbert »s decision represented a final recog- 
nition on his part that without further financial aid 
and support the GNR could no longer survive. 



tir-LIMDIS -Go 3) Msg, Santo Domingo 399 to State, 
102204Z Aug 65, JCS IN 87853. 



3 - 



0 State, 



^ — — '~' 

t^r-EXDIS-Gp 2) Msg, Santo Domingo 400 t 
lOirObZ Aug 63s JCS IN 87893. 

11 Aug 65 Efforts by Garcia Gocoy and the OAS CoiTimittee^ to . 

overcome Constitutionalist objections to the nCt of 
Reconciliation" failed. During a morning meeting 
with Garcia Godoy, the Constitutionalists stooc firm 
in their previously announced oppositxon to articles 
4, 8, and 10, 

In an afternoon meeting with the OAS Committee 
negotiations came down to the "guf issue: the com- 
oositlon of the military high command. Ambassador 
Bunker came away from the meeting with the impression 
that the other issues --procedures for dismantling ohe 
zone, the future of Constitutionalist military per- 
8onn4l, and problems relating to the If 
resolved through some form of compromise. The Con- 
stitutionalists, however, were adamant a.n the.ur 
Insistence that'the present GNR "^ilf^^y ''vp~t 
leave their posts before the provisional government 
could be installed. 



i^EXDIS-Gp 2) Msg, Santo Domingo 4l6 to State, 
120440Z Aug 65, JCS IN 89750. (^^-Gp 3) Msg, Santo 
Domingo 4l8 to State, 1206002 Aug o5, JCS IN &9831. 



12 Au& 65 Hope for a Dominican settlement under the OAS Committee 
12 Aug 05 nop^ appeared dim. The Constitutionalist foreip 

Sinister, Jottin Cury, telegraphed the UN Secretary 

General, reauestlng an urgent 

Council to "^take cognizance" of the ^^i^^^^^^^^J;, , ^ 
manner" in which the CAS was attempting to establish a 
provisional government including senocidal military « 
officers" responsible for "systematic opposition to an^ 
democratic standards in our country. Cury .aid ne 
also wished to alert the Security Council to .ne possl 
bility that the lAPF n.ight try to compel tne consti- 
tutionalists to accept a provisional government con- 
taining such officers by force. 



(^LII4DIS-Gp 4) Msg, USUK 3^1 to State, 121S22Z 
Aug 65, JCS IN 91266. 
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"Act or Dominican ae con cilia Uur, . 'iney cuiiL.u.a t.-> 
insist on removal of uhe GMR nili-ary icadera, .at 
seemed willing to compromise on the other P-^^i"^ts . 
Specifically, the ConsLitutionalists ^.f^^^?/!- '^^^^^ - 
meetlns with a represeni;ati7e of ti.e lAPr -^.-^u^s 
revision of Paragraph 4, dealing wxth lxqu:i.caLion oi 
their zone. 



i^'Gp 3) Msg, Santo Domingo 424 to State, 1305^3: 
Aug 65, jas IN 915i5. 



The JCS asked CINCLANT whether he wished to chaai^e 

the residual US force structure ^^^0™"^"^^° ^^^^^"^^Ld 
DOMREP on 30 June. This force structure had been oaseo 
on^e assumptions that the lAPP would remain xn zae 
Som^fcan Republic for 12 to lb ^^^^f .^^^ J^^^^^^^ joi 
asked to train Dominican forces. Specifically, tne Jo^ 

Isked Xt mSSifications, if any, -^^,^5.^^^ i^M^v; 
residual force structure and Headquarters JTD s in view 
of the possibility that these assumptions might prove 
wrong. 

The JCS also asked what changes would be necessary 
if nniltical circumstances were to preclude in^ro- 
auction of a ?ank company and artillery ^^^l^l^^r'^^^ 
should be the phased ivithdrawal to achieve the reoom- 
men^d force strength of approximately 7,000; ano what 
alternatives were there to the oomniand and control 
reconanendatlons proposed by USCOMDOMREP. 



(a-Gp 4) Nag, JCS 8093 to CINCLANT, 12l836Z 
Aug 65 ■ 



Aug 63 ^^^^^^J^^^ r^^S^ 

the oli SoJanittee, tae Constitutionalists offered 
"possible acceptable" language d^^ses to Articles 5 
ahd 8 6f the Act of Reconciliation. The Cominittee, 
however, found the Constitutionalist proposal on^ 
Art!c!e^^ SScceptable and continued to insist on ab- 
sorption of the constitutionalist zone into the ISZ 
under the protection of the lAPF. 



i«=viXDIS-Gp 2) Msg, Santo Domingo 441 to State, 
1522ltr^ 65i JCS 94905. (iT-Gp 3) Hsg. ^anto 
olminso 440 to State, 150520Z Aug b5, JCS IN 94244, 



15 Aug 65 The OAS Committee, Garcia God oy, and t^o Cons tit u 
15 ftug o3 tionalist representatives concluded, a",«^4^°"f ^j,, 
discussion, that a c^'-.Plet* scenario lor dismantling 
and disarming the Cons titutxcnalis. zone (Art-cle^^ 
would have to be worked out prior \.o final agreemenx; 
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oi" the lAFr :un.i i u^i Ooiiu i il-ui-.L 
VJich Che quesiioii. 



(i^-Go 3) Msg, Santo Douiiibu ^^^^ ijtate, iuu4 
Aug 65, JCS IN 95020. 



General Pal/iier xOrv:ardec to C^;CL:a-iT' 'nJ-S * lewy 
on the auesuio-is vhe JCi. asked ClIvCLANT on 12 August. 
General "Palmer recommended that no changes be i.iade in 
the proposed US residual' force structure suonutted to 
the JCS on 30 June. He did, aov/ever, rec oianienc an 
alternative to the cornrnand ctruct:ire oi" ciie re;i -raaj. 
force: the CG and Ho, 82d Airborne Hivislcn, ^^^^■^-^<^ 
be replaced either by a joint Hq, USDCMR:-P, or the 
augmented headquarters of the US residual origade as 
determined by the JCS. As a transitional step. Gen- 
eral Palmer recorrjnended that the CG and Hq, '^-^-i -^-f' 
borne Corps, be withdrawn and relieved by tiie CG and 
Hq, 82d Airborne Division. (For CINCLANT's comment 
see 21 August.) 



(jBf-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLAI'IT, 1519082 
Aug 65, JCS IN 14655. 

16 Aug 65 Constitutionalist Foreign Minister Jottin Cury sent a 
^ ^ second nessage to the president of the UN Security 

Council repeating the charges made in his message or 
12 August and requesting the Security Council to 
Intervene in an appropriate manner. The Soviet 
representative requested that the Security Council 
meet on the Dominican Republic. 



Cr-Gp 4) Msg. USUN 388 to State, I61817Z Aug 65, _ . 
JCS IN 95770. (U) NY TJjnes, 17 Aug 65, 31- 

17 Aua 65 ' The OAS Committee coi^leted revisions of the "Act of 
17 Aug 05 ™^^;j^i^tion" to meet the Constitutionalist objections 
while atlll retaining the principles of. J^^.o^^Sinal^-^r'- 
proposal. The major change was in Article 4, draiTjeo 
in consultation with the lAPF command and stating 
simply that immediately following installation of a 
provisional government, all contending forces would 
begin withdrawing "their defenses" in zones under their 
control, b'hen disarmament of the Constitutionalist 
zone was completed, the lAPF would ^^i^hcraw from its 
present positions to a location determined by the pro- 
visional government. 



C^'-Gd 4) Msg, Santo Domingo 453 to State, 180035Z 
Aug 65, JCS IN 98026. («--Gp 3) Msg, USCOr^OMREP to 
CINCLANT, I7OO2OZ Aug 65, JCS IN 96028. 
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At the request cf Reuber. Bracne, the Conritlt-j- 
tlonalist representacive in New York, the Security 
Council postponed a n\eeting on the Dominican Republic 
indefinitely. 



(j^'-ap 3) Msg, USUN 409 to State, l80l40Z Aug 65, 
JCS IN 98266. 



18 Aug 65 The OAS Committee met again with the Constitutionalists 

ot discuss a revision of Article 4 of the Act 01 
.Reconciliation." The Const itutionaliats proposed that, 
because their people feared the lAPP, the OAS force 
should withdraw a few blocks, creating a neutral zone 
while the Constitutionalist forces destroyed their 
defenses and withdrew to barracks. The Committee re- 
jected this proposal, but agreed to a meeting between 
Constitutionalist officers and representatives of the 
lAPP at OAS headquarters to discuss disarmament and 
the demilitarization of the Constitutionalist zone. 



(JT-Gp 3) Msg, Santo Domingo 466 to State, 190510Z 
Aug 65, JCS IN 99775. , 



19 Aug 63 



1 



(;^-£XDIS-Gp 1) Msg, Santo Domingo 46l to State, 
182200Z Aug 65 J JCS IN 997*0. 



The OAS Committee met with Constitutionalist and lAPP 
officers to discuss Article 4 of the Act of Reconcili- 
ation," but were unable to reach an agreement. The 
Constitutionalists offered no new proposals but merely 
repeated their demands of 18 August, which were still 
unacceptable to the CAS Committee and the lAPP command. 

Later in the day, the lAPP submitted a proposal 
to the OAS Committee and Garcia Godoy providing for the 
dismantling of GNR and Constitutionalist defenses in 
the areas under their control as soon as the provisional 
government was installed. The lAPP troops would with- 
draw to their encan^ments, leaving lightly manned ob- 
servation posts along their present lines. Existing 
checkpoints would be maintained but would be jointly 
manned by lAPP and provisional government troops. 
Including fotsner Constitutionalist ..persfiamfii. There 



Check on l:ho r w-i nrnrrs:;.^ mI ■ ^. 

hands or civilian*: i'<? l u'iici- in t.i.- ivm...^.^.! 

police v;ithin 72 ho'Oi^s , After the prvvii-iona^ preox- 
dent was satisfied thac demilitarization ox the zone 
had been completed, tha lAPF would dismani^^e all oi 
present position? and Move to positions oecem^nei: 
consultation with the provisional soverniuenr. . 

Tne OAS Coimai-ttee acceptec this proposal 3.nd 
Dianned to present it z-o the Constitutionalists as 
the maxijnum concession' the Committee was prepared to 
make. 



(^-Gx> 3) Msg, Santo Domingo 471 to State, 200507Z 
A'os 65! JCS IN 11681; (^-EXDIS-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMRE? 
to CINCLimT, 200207Z A'Og 65, JCS IN 117^^0. 



20 Aug 65 The OAS Committee presented the revised Article 4 01 
^ the "Act of Reconciliation" to the Constitutxonallsts, 

along with a copy of a communication from the Committee 
to the OAS Keetins of Foreign Ministers, stating i.s 
intention to recommend adoption of a resolution on 
lAPF withdrawal. 'This draft resolution pro vioeo.^^^^ 
"the manner and date of withdrawal of ^^^^J^^^'^^i.^? 
determined by the provisional government together wit., 
the 10th MFM, at the Initiative of the P^^^^^^^^ ^.f^ 
provisional government when he considers it ^fsij^^^i?' 
This draft resolution was intended to overcome Consti- 
tutionalist objections to Article 10 of the "Act of 
Reconciliation." * 



frff-Gp 3) Msg, Santo Domingo 484 to State, 210100Z 
Aug 65, JCS IN 13152. 

21 Aug 65 CINCLANT concurred in USCOMDOMREP ' s recommendations of 
^ 15 August on residual force structure, with certain 

reservations. Assuming that the lAPP would r^naln in 
the Dominican Republic for 12 to 18 months, CINCLANT 
recommended that the CG and Hq, 82d Airborne Division, 
should assume USCOMDO^mP»s mission and headquarters 
effective only upon the establishment of ^ P^^^^^^^^^^^ 
government. He also recommended that the CG and Hq, 
XVIII Airborne Corps, be withdravm to. CONUS when re- 
lieved and that a JTD Hq USDOMREP be approved and 
established as expeditiously as possible to assume 
the long term mission of USCOMDOMREP. \ 



(-y-Gp 4) Msg, CINCLANT to JCS, 211602^: Aug 65, 
JCS IN 14584. 



22 Auff 65 Following two days of bitter debate, the PRD members 
22 Aug 05 ^°-^^°'^^2fnstitutionalist government finally managed 
to obtain govern:7iental consent, over the strong 
objections of Cury and Aristy, to the ^^^^yi^^^^^^^^-^^^ 
L of th- "Act of .^econsiliation.'- Constitutionalist 
acceptance was made contingent, however, upon a change 
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soecifyir.g that lAP? 



'Uj. 



of^iy by lAPP troops ano not .oint.v P^opo.co 
oomniand, the Committee agreed co accept the c.^n.^.. 



State; 2301042 Aug 65, JCS IN 15359 and ^00. .^090?-. 
Aug 65, JCS IN 1 Dall- 
as Aug 65 The Constltutiona-ls-.s announced that sisr-i"f^'^« 
23 Aug 05 Tn j5^„^„iiiation, they would make ^ 
vation to the effect that, contrary t^^, 
the Meeting of Forelcn Ministers =-«^^lnS the ..APP, -he 
Dominican Provisional Government I'l^ 
elusive and sovereign risht to deo-de the cate of 
withdrawal of the IM'? from Dominican ^ir-^^^gi^^nts 
Constitutionalists also senc rr.essa-es .o tne Presxoen.o 
of ArKentina, Bolivia, Chile, ColomDla, tcuado.. 
El Salvador, 'cuatamala, Panama, Peru, ^^^f^-f;;^^.^ 
Venezue-a reoueatlng ther. to instruct their ce^egate^ 

Ifthf fleering of F^.ei,n f -^^^-f -|^,^3tT!^ 
in the resolution actoowledcmg "the ^^e-^^ ,Y®^^f ^^^^f*. 
the Provisional Government to cecide regard ins -he wloh- 
• drlwarorthf in?er-.^^^ Peace Force from l^nxnlcan 

territory by virtue of the powers inherent in a free 
and independent state." 



(e) Msg, Santo Domingo 504 to State, Aug 
65, JCS IN 1^57^. (U) MSK, Santo Domingo 505 to State, 
240146Z Aug 65, JCS 18420. 

constitutionalist acceptance of the Act of Recon- 
ciliation did not, however, lead ijiuneoiately to 
installation of the provisional government. Liibert, 
when presented with the amended version of the Act, 
^cJlSed to sign it at once on the ground that the 
changes would require legal study. Reacting 
s?l?fmlnt? president Johnson informed 
that it w4s time to "apply maximum persuasion to get 
Imbert to- sign the Act. 



(U) wash Post, 24 ku. 6 Msg, State 278 

to Santo Domingo7-23 Aug 65, JCS HI l6793. 



24 AuK 65 The need for "maxUnum persuasion' of ^p^rt by the 
24 Aug 05 ^^^^^^ ^^^^^ evident when the GNR military 

chiefs insisted upon a number of changes in the re- 
vised Act of Reconciliation to specify that the i'ro 
visional Government v.ould be responsible for public 
order in the Constltutionalis;: zone, to ^et a time 
limit on the disarmament process, to provide that su^ 
rendered weapons be returned to national arsenals, anc 
to guarantee that "promotions" given Constitutionalism 
officers woiild not be recognized. 
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Ambassador Bunixi'. n:ovL!i:: to i^i^pty 
persuasion," tolo thu GIIR military ..c:iiu-i'r. oiM. 
rev^seo craft repres«nrr:ecl a rejection -t aiJ. tuc. 
ma1or Constitutionalist objectlvei3 ana was actually 
a stronger^ocument than the original version. Bunker 
tJo explained that Garcia Godoy J^'^^l^^^"^ 
plans for handling the Communist problem anc i;^a 
agreed to acceot US expert assistance. The mxlitarx- 
chiefs, however, seemed distrustful of Garcia, fearing 
tSat h4 h"ad entered into some secret mid erst anc ing 
with Caamano detrimental to the armed forces, 

* 

[J^-QD 3) Msg, Santo Domingo 520 to State, 2505502 
Aug 65, JCS IN 18651. 



2«5 AuB 6«5 ReolYlng to the State Department request of 9 A^Pjat* 
25 Aug b5 ««f yj^f^i^3„ country Team submitted its views and 
recommendations on future Dominican 
The Country Team recoronended: 1 cevelopment of an 
• SSed f^rS capable of maintaining effective security 
tSlnst violence In cities chat could not oe handleo 
bftSfpoIlce, guerrilla outbreaks in the oountry.ioe^ 
movemen^„ of ams and persons 

borders for subversive purposes, and contrabano 
activities originating from abroad; 2) establishment oi 
a clearly defined relationship between the arroed forces 
and the police In which the latter woulc perform 
^mafpo^ice functions and the former would deal with 
Situations the police "uld not control; 3) aevelop- 
ment of a con«)etent professional officer co^PS J^t 
was resistant to Communist infiltration, dedicated to 
priservation of the unity of the armed forces, and 
determined to support the policies of a freely 
elected democratic government; '») ^f^Vn^"?!!?^^ ^ 
isles and information programs in the Dom^ican 
security force to counter public criticism, 5) re- 
duction of mterservice antagonisms that dUninlahed 
the amed forces capability to P^°^if , "J? SJY^?";^ 
ment with a stable power base; and 
expenditures to the mlnJfflum required to discharge 
security functions. 

Tha Country Team recommended resuming the long= 
range MAP for the Dominican Republic. The P^OS^™,^, 
Sed f or the attainment of BY 1970 force objectives 
of one Army brigade, 12 Navy patrol vessels and 53 
Air Force aircraft; development of a well -traliied -and 
equipped police force with an academy staffed by US- 
tralned Dominicans; and the establishment of a cen- 
trallzed security forces procurement system, in \ 
addition, the Country Team recommended that: the 
Armed Forces Training Center and the Naval Academy 
be -ner-ed into a single tri -service academy; the 
Amed Forces Tralnli»i Center comba. /^^^f 
^ted into the Army; the police be reduced from 
Q 000 to 5,000; civic action programs be designed 
to improvl the public Image of the security forces; 
and administrative reforms be designed to combat 
corruption and gradually reduce the size of the 
security forces. 



'^-Gp 3) Msg, Sar.to Domingo 52*^ to State, 
25183OZ Aug 65, JOS IN 20461. 
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28 A\16 65I [2 



290010Z Aug 



Santo Domingo 552 to State, 
JCS IN 24633. 



As an additional form of pressure on Imbert and 
his military commanders to accept the Act, Ambassador. . 
Bunker recommended to the Department of State that 
President Johnson made a public statement praising tne 
OAS Committee's proposal in its present form and ex- 
pressing the conviction that its adoption would lead 
to a fair, honorable, and democratic solution of the 
Dominican conflict. 



29 Aug 65 



0^-EXDIS-Gp 3) Msg, Santo Domingo 549 to State, 
282037Z Aug 65, JCS IN 24346. 

In response to Ambassador Bvinker's recommendation. 
President Johnson, at a press conference, urged the 
cm to accept the OAS Committee proposals. The Presir-. 
dent said, ^The time for agreement Is npw. . . '^}^^^mm 
who continue to oppose the O.A.S. solution are not. ....i^^'i^^ 
friends of peace. * 



30 Aug 65 



(U) NY Times, 30 Aug 65, 8. 



A prolonged military engagement broke out between the 
Latin .^mlrican Brigade of the lAPP and tne Constitu- 
tionalists, who began the fight with small arms fire 
directed at Brazilian troops in the area of tne 
National Palace. The fighting spread south along the 
Brazilian lines to the sea. In addition to small 
arms, the Latin American troops v.sed machine guns, lOO 
and 57min recoilless rifles, and 3. 5 -inch rocket 
launchers . 



TurinG the i'l-^rc, becwoo-: cii ' v\ -n. \ 
rounds v;ere fired on the Coiil: I'-iUuUlona U iJi r.iMu?, 
By use of counter -mortar radar, the lAFK loajMuui 
that the rounds had been fired frora GNR territory 
north of the LCC. Subsequent Investication by 
the GNR military command fixed the blame on 
General Vfessin's Armed Force Training Center 
troops v/ho were not under effective control of 
the GNR high command. To prevent a recurrence of 
the fighting, the IA?P 'and GNR organized joint 
patrols to investigate any mortar firing in the 
area north of the LOG, _ 



'^EXCIS-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLAIJT, 
3023OOZ Aug 65, JCS IN 26671. 



Inbert and the other members of the GNR re- 
signed in favor of the OAS -proposed Provisional 
Government, but without having signed the Act of 
Reconciliation. 

The CH^R military chiefs, hov/ever, assured 
Ambassador Bunker that they wanted to push ahead 
with the OAS Committee proposal and the installa 
tion of the Provisional Government as soon as 
possible. Bunker, in reporting this last infor- 
mation to the Department of State, said that 
President Johnson's press conference statement 
had "made a strong Impression here and [had] 
helped greatly in giving the ^situation its pres- 
ently more favorable aspect." 



C/g) Msg, Santo Domingo 563 to State, 3101042 

Aug 65, JCS -ni 26620. («r-Lir/iDis) ysg, santo 

Domingo 565 to State, 310319S Aug 65, JCS IN 26800. 



USCOMDOMREP recommended to CINCLANT that a 
tank company be deployed to the Dominican Republic 
as soon- as possible to become a part of the US 
residual force and that an airborne infantry 
battalion be v/ithdrawn as soon as deployment of the - 
tank company had been approved. Ambassadors 
Bennett and Bunker concurred in the recommendation, 
and Bunker had obtained OAS Committee approval for 
the deployment. General Alvim had agreed to re- 
lease an ali4)orne infantry battalion prior to 
arrival, but with a firm commitment of a tank 
company . 



tff^Gp 3) Msg, USC0MD0^5REP to CINCLANT, 3OI85OZ 
Aug 65, JCS IN 26300. 



65 The two opposing Dominican factions gave official 
approval to the Act of Reconciliation, thereby 
paving the way for installation of a provisional 
government. Caamano and his chief aids signed for 
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Chiefs oitsiied ji declaration :U,al,ltit: tticy a(M'ppt<;ti 
tlie Act and would support Garcia Godoy ay Tro- 
visional President. 

The Act, in its linal form, contained the 
following 10 provisions: 

1, The 'constitutional t;overnnient ' 
accepts the provisional government pre- 
sided over by Dr. Hector Garcia-Godoy as 
the sovereign and sole government for 
the establishment and consolidation of 
political peace as v;ell as for the re- 
covery of the national economy. 

2; The parties accept the Insti- 
tutional Act [proposed basic law regu- 
lating the powers of the legislative and 
executive branches] that is subject to 
the present accord as the constitutional 
document iinder v/hich the provisional 
government v/lll exercise its functions. 
No previous constitution v/ill be in 
effect while the aforementioned Institu- 
tional Act, whose text is an annex to 
the present accord, is operative. 

3, On the day of ios installation 
the provisional government will decree 
the general amnesty foreseen in Article 
II of the Institutional Act, and will 
take the necessary measures to free all 
political prisoners. 

4. Immediately after installment 
of the provisional government the con- 
tending forces will begin the process 
of withdrawing their defense forces in 
the zones at present under their control. 
The inter -American peace force will with- 
draw to its encampments, leaving in the 
present lines only barbed-wire positions 
and reduced posts of vigilance. 

The demilitarization and dis - 
armament of civUians will start at once 
in the constitutionalist zone. The 
present checkpoints will be operated 
during the disarmament period by elements 
of the inter-American peace force. 

The posts of vigilance and the 
checkpoints of the inter -American peace 
force will be withdrawn as soon as the 
provisional government has effected the 
demilitarization of the [constitution- 
al 1st ] zone and the disarmament of 
civilians. The Provisional -overnment 
will take all necessary measures to verify 
enactment of the provisions of this 
article. 




The provisional President v/ill 
indicate the areas whereto the inter 
American peace force will move until the 
date of its departure from the country 
is determined, 

5. The provisional Government will 
be responsible -or maintaining public 
order in the entire, national territory, 
and to this end will take all measures 
that it deems necessary. 

6. As soon as" it is installed, t;he 
provisional government will establish 
special points for recovery of arms in 
the hands of the civil population. These 
points will be in charge of persons desig- 
nated by the provisional government. The 
provisional government will decide when 
the recovered arms will be returned to 
the arsenals of the nation. 

7. The present * constitutional 
government' will take all necessary meas- 
ures to assure that within a prudential 
period after installation of the provi- 
sional government all weapons at present 
in the hands of the civil population under 
its control will be delivered to the 
established posts in conformity with the 
preceding article. The provisional govern- 
ment will take such measures as are neces- 
sary to recover arms that have not been 
delivered voluntarily. 

8. After Installation of the pro- 
visional government the armed forces will 
return to their barracks and place then- 
selves under the orders of their Commander 
in Chief, the provisional President. Those 
armed force members who have participated 
in the present conflict will be reinte- 
grated into the armed forces without dis- 
criminations or reprisals. 

9. In conformity with the declaration 
of general amnesty, no officer, other rank 
or other cnaed forces personnel may be 
subjected to coiirt martial or punished for 
actions committee after April 23* 19o5j 
with the exception of common crimes. 

All members of the armed forces 
who want to go into retirement may do so in 
conformity with procedures laid down by the 
Organic Law of the Armed forces, and with 
the pension payments due them. All armed 
forces members who desire to leave the 
country may do so with the guarantees of 
the case and with the assistance of the 
provisional government. 



10. The provisional government v;ill 
at once start negotiations with the 10th 
consultative meeting of foreign ministers 
as to the modalities and the date of the 
withdrawal of the inter -American peace 
force from the national territory. . . . 



Ug) Msgs, Santo Domingo 58I to State, 0102052 
Sep 65, JCS IN 28281; 585, 0104432 Sep 65, JCS IN 
28621; 584, 0105l4Z Sep 65, JCS IN 28515. (U) NY 
Times , 1 Sep 65, 10. 

CINCLANT recommended that the JCS approve the 
deployment of one medium tank company for inclusion 
in the US residual force for the Dominican Republic 
as outlined by USCOMDOMREP on 30 August. He added, 
however, that the company whould not be deployed 
until a provisional government had been established. 
He also recommended that one airborne infantry 
battalion be redeployed from the Dominican Republic 
to CONUS as soon as the tank company was authorized. 



(^Gp 3) Msg, CINCLANT to JCS, 3II6OOZ Aug 65, 
JCS IN 27480. 
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SUMMART OF EVENTS, SEP-EEMBER 1965 - SEPTEMBER 1966 

Oarcia lodoy was inaugurated Provisional President of the 
Dominican Republic on 4 September I965. The new president 
UBinediately. faced, the. formidable task of enforolrig the provision-. 
Df the Act of Reconciliation. Despite the mounting opposition o. 
ooth factions, the new government did make some progress ^uring 
September and October. On 4 September Caamano dissolved the Con- 
stitutionalist government and on 9 September General WesslnyWessin 
left the country for Florida. On 25 September, the second anniver- 
sary of hlB exile, Juan Bosch returned to Santo Do^i^S"' 
October, in oonrollance with the provisional agreements, Caamano 
withdrew his 1,400 man force from the city in preparation for its 
reintegration into the regular amiy. 

The lAPF, numbering approxlmately^8,200 °" ^^.^^ 

the area. The residual. US force structure had not finally oeen 
Recited on until 25 September. that time the Deputy Secretar^' 
of Defense, with the concurrence of Assistant Secretary of State 
5L^! approved the st^cture recommended by USCOMDOMREP anc C^CLA.^T 
(see iteis 30 June and 28 July), which had been endorsed by the JCS 
on 4 September. 

Opposition to the provisional governnent, especially from the 
political right, created an explosive situation in late October. 
The rleht-wlns military leaders refused to allow Caamano s lo.cco 
^be^teS^feS^to^he amy an^^c^v^ed Garcia 0°^°^ f ,^^^8,^?° 
liberal with the Conmunist and left-wing factions. ^^-2^^ 
in^the center of Santo Domingo, and the country v/as rife v.ith runo.s 
S a rlcht-wlnft coup. Rival labor unions clasheo on the S^nto 
^LLg^te^^on^and troops froa. the former «^ ^odof tr'i^ tf 
Santo Domingo and occupied the Ozama Portress. Garcia '^<i^°l l'^f° ^'^ 
defuse the fituation. He had the lAPF occupy portions of ^|nt^al 
Santo Domln-o, and on 27 November the government ""tested ^td persons 
fOTti^S^fto engineer L coup. Finally on 6 J?!^^^^. G^r-cia Godoy. 
In a ma1or effort to control the situation, exiled tne milxtary 
i^aleM*'o? both factions. In the ensuing ««>n?h\^^^, ?^3t 

. president returned his country to J^fl^ti^^^^i^^^y ^^t^^'^fes -e- 
one faction then the other by a series of appointments, exiles, .e 

calls, and promotions. 

camoalmlnK for the 1 June elections began In March. The major 
candid^el^^the fomer presidents Bosch and J°aQui^ Balaguer. 
BalaKuer won with a 225,000 plurality; his party also captured 22 01 
?he 27 senate seats and 48 of the 74 house seats. Bosch accepted 
tSl rIsX! b«f rifled a cabinet position in the new government, 
which was to be Inaugurated on 1 July. 



Tbo Counoll of the OAS met on 21 J"ie to imt op » """S"!,:"'' 
the or the lAPP. The »lthare«al ».s to hesln » 3° ^S'l 

airfield . 



(a^rr^ L\ TCSM 674-65 to SecDef, "Resloual Force Structure, 
UnltefiStel Fofcef Dotinlcan Republic (U)," 4 Sep 55. derived from 
Tp^c^ U\ tcs 2^W32-3> same subj, 2 Sep 65. Menio, cepAssj^ 

&J/k6ui to C^ci, same subj.'25 Sep 65. attached to feGp^) 
f^T- ZA -pq P?^3A2-?. 29 Sep 65, All in JT'TF 912o.4 (20 JUJ. op;. 
(U) T'2°ilefSf s%^e6%. W-d^ Archives. 1965-1966. 
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Date 

27 April 

28 April 
29-30 April 

1- 3 May 

4 May 

5 May 
9 May 

Total 



APPENDIX 
REFUGES EVACUATION 



No. Evacuated 

1/172 
215 
1,510 

253 
120 
1,047 
120 



^,437 (2,711 US) 



^) Cumulative Casualties Incurred by US Military Forces In 
the Dominican Republic - 28 April 63-13 January 66 



Army 

Marine 

Navy 

Air Force 



Total 



KIA 

15 
9 
2 
0 



WIA 

134 
28 
2 
1 

165 



LATIN AMERICAN FORCES - DOMREP 



Initial 
Arrival Date 

■ 14 May 
15 May 
15 May 
23 May 

26 Jtme 



Country 

Honduras 
Nicaragua 
Costa Rica 
Brazil 

Paraguay 



Initial 
Strength 

250 
166 
21 

23 (advance party) 
184 



Latin American Forces in DOMREP as of 17 January 1966 



Brazil 
Costa Hlca 
Honduras 
Nicaragua 
Paraguay 



1,136 
21 

249 
158 
215 



Total Latin American Forces 1,779 
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